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The Foundation 

 “Counsel in the heart of man is like deep 
water; But a man of understanding will 
draw it out. ”  
 Proverbs 20:5  
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Paul and John 

 First John is not like reading one of 

Paul's epistles; the logic and evidence do 

not move along in a linear fashion. John 

uses key words and phrases arranged in a 

network of ideas so that the reader can 

move forward or backward just as easily 

to tie together the pattern of thought.  

 David Levin - The Genesis Text p 321 - footnote 
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What did John See? 

 When John saw Jesus 
he would have looked 
like any ordinary 
Jewish man.  

 It was what Jesus  
said and did that 
distinguished him as 
the Son of God! 
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The All-embracing Theme… 

 What the apostle John is trying to convey 

to his readers is a… 
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What are we…? 
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A sponge? 

or 

A rock? 



Key Points of the Epistle… 

 Children of God believe in Jesus Christ 

as the Son of God and his work of 

reconciliation 
 

 Children of God keep the 

commandments of Jesus Christ 
 

 Children of God love one another  
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The Background 
 Mark 3:16-17 

 Simon then James and John had a name 
added to their given name  

 Simon – Peter  = petros = “rock” 

 James & John – Boanerges = 
“thunder” 

 Why would  Jesus give this surname to 
James & John? 

 Luke 9:51 
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When His disciples 

James and John saw 

this, they said, “Lord, 

do You want us to 

command fire to come 

down from heaven 

and consume them?” 

“But they did not receive 

Him…  



The Historical Record 

 “Now when they 
saw the boldness of 
Peter and John, and 
perceived that they 
were unlearned and 
ignorant men, they 
marvelled; and they 
took knowledge of 
them, that they had 
been with Jesus. ” 
 Acts 4:13 

10 



God’s work in Believers 

 “For I know the plans I have for 

you, declares the LORD, plans for 

welfare and not for evil, to give  

you a future and a hope. ”  Jer 29:11 

 The context is the nation of Israel, 

but the principle applies to all who 

respond to the gospel 
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God’s work in Believers 

 The mode of thinking here can be 

compared to a man rowing a boat…  

…his back is to the future while he 

looks toward where he has been. 

 The boat will  

steered by the  

coxswain… 

the Lord  

Jesus Christ 

12 



13 

 Written in 

Ephesus? 

 The Gospel 

 The first epistle 

was for general 

circulation 

 The Second 

epistle to an 

‘Elect Lady’; 

the ecclesia 

 The third 

epistle to Gaius 



Gospel & Epistles 

 Important links between John 13 and 1 
John: 

 “A new commandment I give to you, that 
you love one another: just as I have loved 
you, you also are to love one another. ”  

  John 13:34  

 “…it is a new commandment I am 
writing unto you…whoever loves his 
brother abides in the light…”  1 John 2:8-10 
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Distinctive Features of John… 

• A gospel  & epistles of contrasts: 

 Light and darkness 

 Belief and unbelief 

 Spirit and flesh 

 Truth and error 

 Life and death 

 Triumph and confrontation & 
despair 
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Distinctive Features of John’s 

Writings…is in the words… 

 

• Believe 

• Know 

• Love 

• Light 

• True & Truth 

• World 

• Father 

  John 

Mt-Lk Gospel Epistles 

 35  81    4 

 68  75  28 

 31  56  38 

 12  24    6 

 10  47  30 

 33  80  23 

 19  35  17 
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John’s Writings 

 Much in the Old Testament is about who 

God is 

 John focuses on who God is, as seen in the 

Son  - absolute statements: 

 God is light 

 God is life - The word of life 

 God is spirit 

 God is love 

 These attributes are found in Jesus Christ 

 17 



Simple Words 

 John’s vocabulary is simple – but the 

ideas he expresses are among the most 

profound in the Bible 

 For Greek students  

it is the easiest to  

read and  

work with  
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Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν ὁ 
λόγος, καὶ ὁ λόγος 
ἦν πρὸς τὸν θεόν, 
καὶ θεὸς ἦν ὁ λόγος.  



John’s Writings – the Gospel 

 The gospel was written to those who 

wondered, or doubted …  

 “…so that you may believe that 

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; 

and that believing you may have life 

in His name.”   John 20:32 
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John’s Writings – the Epistles 

 Three reasons for writing: 

1. To assure believers in powerful words of 

their relationship to the Father, to the Son 

and to eternal life – and what that means 

in their discipleship 

2. To kindle the zeal in believers so that they 

would not become prey to false teachers 

3. To expose the teaching of false teachers 
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Gospel & Epistles 

 “Peter said to him, “Lord… I will lay 

down my life for you.”  John 13:37 

 “Greater love has no one than this, that 

someone lay down his life for his friends.” 

 John 15:13 

 “By this we know love, that he laid down 

his life for us, and we ought to lay down 

our lives for the brothers.”  1 John 3:16 
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The Urgency  

 Like Hebrews - No introduction 

 A high level of energy in the introduction 

to both epistles 

 The opening burst of words in both 

epistles are from writers who are filled 

with spiritual wisdom and an intense 

desire to communicate a message 
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Key Points of  John’s Epistle 

1. Fullness of fellowship and  joy - 1:3-4 

2. That we do not sin – 2:1 

3. That we should not be deceived – 2:26 

4. Understand the fullness of love - 3:1-2 

5. That we may have confidence in regard to 

eternal life – 5:13 
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Fellowship 

 “Properly understood, Christian 

fellowship is a communication or common 

participation in the life which Jesus 

shares with the Father, the life that was 

with the Father from the beginning and 

was manifested in his Son – the life 

Eternal .” 

 First Epistle of John – Neville Smart 
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The First Epistle of John 
A dedicated life in Christ results in Fellowship with God and other Believers 

Fellowship with God and other Believers Produces… 

Chart removed because 
of Copyright issues 

 --------------------------- Jesus Christ the Righteous ------------------------ 



A Double Theme…Love… 

 33x in 1 John 

 There is nothing on earth 

that has the power of 

love! 

 It cannot be seen, 

touched or stored 

 It makes people to 

strange and 

unpredictable things 
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A Double Theme…Love… 

 It is the most 

thought about, 

sung about and 

talked about theme 

in the world… 

 

 

 It is also the most 

misunderstood… 

 27 

“I will sing unto my 

wellbeloved a song of 

my beloved…” 



A Double Theme…Love… 

 John has penned one of the most eloquent 
descriptions of love that has ever been 
written 

 John links together: 
 Love 

 Forgiveness 

 Reconciliation with God 

 There is no human involvement – it is the 
gift of God 

 And that love is founded on divine truth 
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The call not to Sin… 

 “Afterward Jesus found him in the temple 

and said to him, “See, you are well! Sin no 

more, that nothing worse may happen to 

you.”  John 5:14 

 “What shall we say then? Are we to 

continue in sin that grace may abound? 

By no means! How can we who died to 

sin still live in it? “  Rom 6:1–2 
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Deception 

 We can be deceived in regard to sin and 
our lifestyle: 

 “This is the way of an adulteress: she eats 
and wipes her mouth and says, “I have done 
no wrong.”  Proverbs 30:20 

 We can be deceived in regard to doctrine: 

 “Let no one deceive you in any way. For that 
day will not come, unless the rebellion comes 
first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, 
the son of destruction,”   2 Thess 2:3 
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Confidence 

 “For I am sure that neither death nor life, 

nor angels nor rulers, nor things present 

nor things to come, nor powers, nor height 

nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

 Romans 8:38–39 

 “… that you may know that you have 

eternal life  1 John 5:13 
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Five Senses 

 All five senses: 

 Hearing; smelling; seeing; tasting & 

touching  

…are in the Bible – John focuses on three: 

 Hearing – in Jesus’ ministry & later 

 Seeing – the miracles, the crucified & 

resurrected Lord 

 Touching – “touch me and see”  Luke 24:39 
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Deception 

 If we say… 3x in 1 John 1 

 Cain brought an offering, 

evidently considering that he 

was in fellowship with God, 

but his offering was a lie, it 

was hypocrisy and he 

walked in darkness and the 

truth was not in him. 

33 



John’s use of “Beginning” 

 Often determined by the context 

 “Even the same that I said unto you from 

the beginning”  John 8:25 

 “Ye have been with me from the 

beginning”  John 15:27 

 “…new commandment… had from the 

beginning  John 16:4 

 “That which ye heard from the beginning” 

 1 John 2:24 
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Which Beginning? 

 The Figure of the “new creation” – the new 

heavens and new earth 

 Christ is the centre of this work 

 “The image of the invisible God, the firstborn 

of every creature”  Col 1:15 

 “And he is the head of the body, the church: 

who is the beginning, the firstborn from the 

dead; that in all things he might have the 

preeminence.”  Col 1:18 
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Which Beginning? 

 The context of Colossians 1:12-22 is 

Christ’s work of redemption 

 In this context Christ is “the firstborn of 

every creature” and 

 “the firstborn from the dead” and  

 In this context he is “the beginning”  - the 

beginning of the “new creation”  
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Seen and Looked upon 

 John (and the apostles) had 
listened to and heard the 
word – the word of life 

 John (and the apostles) had 
seen – fixed his eyes upon – 
the living word of life 

 John (and the apostles) had 
handled with his hands – the 
word of life 

37 

Luke 24:39 



Seen and Looked upon 

 “seen” = horao (ὁράω, 3708), literally to 
see bodily – or to see by mental perception 

 “looked on” = theaomai (θεάομαι, 2300), 
“to behold, view attentively, 

contemplate,” 

 The English word “theatre” is derived 

from “theaomai” 
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Having Seen and Heard… 

 John proclaimed… 

 The result… 

 “That you may have 

fellowship with us and 

indeed our fellowship is 

with the Father and 

with his son Jesus 

Christ…” 

39 

“…that your joy may 

be complete” 



John Says… 

 …indeed our fellowship is 

with the Father, and with His 

Son Jesus Christ. 

 …you too may have 

fellowship with us… 

 Is it? 

40 
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Class 2 – Walking in the Light 



The Theme of Fellowship… 

1. Introduction: purpose of the letter, 1:1-4 

2. Conditions of fellowship, 1:5 – 2:2 

3. Conduct in fellowship, 2:3 – 27 

4. Characteristics of fellowship, 2:28 – 

3:24 

5. Cautions of fellowship, 4:1-21 

6. Consequences of fellowship, 5:1-21 

2 



 Light is the basis of creation 

 “By a pillar of cloud you led them in the 
day, and by a pillar of fire in the night to 
light for them the way in which they 
should go.”   Neh 9:12 

 The people who walked in darkness have 
seen a great light; those who dwelt in a 
land of deep darkness, on them has light 
shined.  Isa 9:2 

The Figure of Light in the OT 
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 For with you is 
the fountain of 
life; in your light 
we see light.  

 Psalm 36:9 

 

 Light is God in 
action! 

The Figure of Light in the OT 
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Five Conditions…if 

 “These “ifs” relate to fellowship & light 
and involve : 

 Speaking 

 Walking  

 Confessing 

 “If we say…” - 3x 

 “If we walk…”  - 1x 

 “If we confess”  - 1x 
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The Word… 

 

 The Word of God was light 

and life 

 

 The ‘Word made flesh’ could be 

nothing less than  light and life 
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Light & Darkness 

 “This is the message we 

have heard from Him 

and announce to you, 

that God is Light, and 

in Him there is no 

darkness at all.”  

 1 John 1:5  
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Light & Darkness 

"God is light" – Did John start his 

detailed message regarding God 

being light, rather  

than God being love  

(1 John 4:8), because  

he was countering  

heresy which was  

darkness! 
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 It reveals and enlightens – without 

light nothing can be seen and by 

light all things can be seen! 

 It blinds!  

 Like a parable that can reveal truth, 

but can also hide truth – the effect 

depends on the hearer 

Two Effects of Light 
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Before anything 

else, God is 

light! 

God is the 

”Father of 

lights” 

After the Introduction… 
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All things associated 

with God are ‘light’ 



The Paradox… 

As children we are 

afraid of the dark… 

As adults we are afraid of the 

light… 
11 



Who is more foolish… 

12 

… the child who is 

afraid of the 

dark… 

… or the adult 

who is afraid of 

the light? 



The Paradox… 

 “But if our gospel be hid, it is 
hid to them that are lost: In 
whom the god of this world 
hath blinded the minds of them 
which believe not, lest the light 
of the glorious gospel of Christ, 
who is the image of God, 
should shine unto them.”  

 2 Cor 4:3–4  
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Light & Darkness 

 Light:  
  God’s splendor and glory – divine light is 

splendor    

  God is self-revealing – light is seen & illuminates 
– God wishes to be seen & known   

  Purity & holiness – no darkness, nothing hidden  

  Guidance – light is for guidance – the way is lit 
– lamp to our path  

  In God’s presence the saint can be nothing but 
light! 
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Light & Darkness 

 Darkness:  
 A life without Christ – true light shines & new 

commandment 1 Jn 2:8 - Ep 5:8  

  Is hostile to light – natural enemies! – “Men 
loved darkness…”  

  Darkness = ignorance & a sense of being lost – a 
life in chaos  

  The fruitless & immoral life without Christ  

 A loveless life and connected with hatred 1 John 
2:9-11 

 This is where the enemies of Christ live - rulers of 
darkness Eph 6:12 
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People do not…. 

• People do not reject 

the Bible because it 

(supposedly) 

contradicts itself… 

They reject the  

  Bible because it contradicts them! 
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The significance of “not” 

 If we say… fellowship…we lie and do 

NOT practice the truth – 1:6 

 If we say… no sin.. deceive ourselves and 

the truth is NOT in us – 1:8 

 If we say… NOT sinned… liar.. His 

word is NOT in us – 1:10 

 “thy word is truth” – the process of 

sanctification – John 17:17 
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Know that we Know? 

18 

Keep his 

Commandments? 

Know God? 

Each proves the other! 



Walking & Confessing 

 Walk in light… there is cleansing – 1:7 

The cleansing of the blood of Christ is not 
a one time event – it is ongoing  - it will 
purify our thoughts, our motives and our 
actions 

 Confess our sins… faithful  & just to 
forgive… cleanse from all 
unrighteousness 

 Why faithful & just?  

 God has said… and he cannot lie 
19 



Parallel Verses 

 Verse 8 

 “If we say we have 

no sin, we deceive 

ourselves,  

 

 
 

 and the truth is not 

 in us. ”  

 Verse 10 

 “If we say we have 

not sinned, we make 

him a liar, (that is 

make him into a 

deceiver) 

 

 and his word is not 

 in us. ” 
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I write… 

 In these verses there is a balance but the 
KJV obscures this… 
 

 2:12 I write unto you little children 

 2:13 I write unto you fathers 

 2:13 I write unto you young men 

 2:13 I have written (“I write” KJV) unto 
you little children 

 2:14 I have written unto you fathers 

 2:14 I have written unto you Young men 

 

21 



A Family Letter… 

 Addressed to the 
spiritual family of 
God… 

 

 Little children… 

 John 13:33 - Jesus so 
 addressed the disciples 
 after Judas left - 

22 

The “immature” who were  very 

susceptible to failure 



A Family Letter… 

 Addressed to the spiritual 

family of God… 

 

 Young men = youth 

 Strong and have overcome 

the evil one – was this 

“evil one” an ``angel of 

light`` – those who were 

hostile to the truth? 
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A Family Letter… 

 Addressed to the spiritual 

family of God… 

 

 Fathers = those who 

nourish and uphold – used 

is a spiritual sense of 

elders in the ecclesia 
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The Most Important? 

 Children  

 Young Men  

 Fathers 

 “Then Jesus called a little child to Him, 

set him in the midst of them, and said, 

“Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are 

converted and become as little children, 

you will by no means enter the kingdom of 

heaven. ”  Matthew 18:2–3 
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The Most Important? 

 The significance of “converted” is that a 

disciple becomes a child… 

And remains a child all his life! 

Matt 18:3 
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Converted? 

 Jesus’ instruction to Paul… 

“…to open their eyes, in order to turn 

them from darkness to light, and from the 

power of Satan to God, that they may 

receive forgiveness of sins and an 

inheritance among those who are 

sanctified by faith in Me.”  Acts 26:18 

 To turn has the same idea as to be 

converted  as in Matthew 18:3 
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A Family Letter 

 In the context of the ecclesia… 

 All members are “little children” & the 

 purpose of John’s writing is that we do 

 not sin! 

 Committing sin is the great inhibitor to 

walking in the light 

 and receiving or  

 having eternal life 
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Three Errors! & the Three letter 

Word 

 Three serious errors were being promoted: 

1. The irrelevance of sin in the behaviour of a 

disciple 

2. The denial of sin (even in our nature?) 

3. The repudiation of sin in our lives 

Sin needs to be taken very seriously! 
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That you sin not… 

 Motivation not to commit sin? 

 

 

 

 

But have you ever had the urge… 
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That you sin not… 

 To go faster? 

 

 

 
 

What stops us? 

Consequences! 
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That you sin not… 

 Consequences… 

 Tragedy 
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That you sin not… 

 Motivation not to commit 

sin? 

 “And he said to him, “You 

shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with 

all your mind. ”  
 Matthew 22:37 
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That you sin not… 

34 

Love is the great goal 

for believers 

 

Love is not the result 

of conquering 

temptation and sin… 

…love is the stimulus to conquer 

temptation and sin 
 



But we do sin… 

 “All have sinned and come short of the 

glory of God “ 

 What then…? 

 We have an advocate…he is with the 

Father… 

…But he is also with the disciple 

 An intensely close relationship… the only 

begotten son … in the bosom of the 

Father … abiding in the disciple 
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Propitiation  

 Meaning “a covering” for something that 

is not good - a taking away of wrong 
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 ‘You shall then sound 

a ram’s horn abroad 

on the tenth day of 

the seventh month; on 

the day of atonement 

you shall sound a 

horn all through your 

land.  Lev 25:9 

 



Propitiation  

37 

 “There I will meet with you; 
and from above the mercy 
seat, from between the two 
cherubim which are upon the 
ark of the testimony, I will 
speak to you about all that I 
will give you in 
commandment for the sons of 
Israel.”  

 (Exodus 25:22)  

 “atonement’ = כִּפֻּר kippûr, kip-poor´ 

 In the LXX = hilasmos (ἱλασμός, 2434) 
 



Propitiation  

38 

 “… He Himself is the 

propitiation for our 

sins; and not for ours 

only, but also for those 

of the whole world.”   

 1 John 2:2  

 Hilasmos suggests a ‘meeting place’ 

between God & man 

 Propitiation = hilasmos  ἱλασμός = 
‘atonement’ or reconciliation 

 



Propitiation  

 “If thou, LORD, shouldest mark 
iniquities, O Lord, 

  who shall stand?  

 But there is  

 forgiveness with  

 thee, That thou  

 mayest be feared. ” (Psalm 130:3–4)  

 Forgiveness  = hilasmos (ἱλασμός,) a 
meeting place = mercyseat Rom 3:25 
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Propitiation 

 “…God was in Christ reconciling the world 

to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to 

them, and has committed to us the word of 

reconciliation. ”  2 Cor 5:19 

 “In this is love, not that we loved God, but 

that He loved us and sent His Son to be the 

propitiation for our sins. ”  1 John 4:10 

 The work of reconciliation is not a single 

event – Jesus is continually the 

“propitiation” 
41 



Judgement or Mercy? 

 For the woman in John 8… 

 Was it was the place 

of judgement or was  

it was the place 

of mercy? 
 

 Thus…  

 the Judgement Seat and the Mercy Seat are

 one and the same! 

 This is 1 John 2:1 in action… an advocate 
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A Masterpiece… 

 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and 

righteous to forgive us our sins and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”       

 (1 John 1:9)  

 “…On the human side… 

 “if we confess…”  

 is related to our being truthful and 

 honest.  
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A Masterpiece… 

 On the divine side… 

 He is: 

1. “faithful” – total trustworthiness 

2. “righteous” – linked with ‘just’ & justice 

& ‘right’ – but ‘justice’ is on the side of 

the sinner because of the character of 

God 
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Old and New 

 1 John 2:7 – the “old commandment”  - 

related to the Law 

“You shall not  

take vengeance,  

nor bear any  

grudge against the children of your 

people, but you shall love your neighbor 

as yourself: I am the LORD. ”  
 Lev 19:18 
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Old and New 

 It was new in that loving a neighbour 
had been raised to a new standard by 
Jesus Christ  

Ye have heard 

It said by them 

Of old time… 

But I say unto you… 

  Jesus showed what the commandment 
 really meant! 
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Old and New 

 About the new 

commandment… 

 “…a new commandment I 

write to you, which thing is 

true in Him and in you, 

because the darkness is 

passing away, and the true 

light is already shining. ”   

 1 John 2:7–8 
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The True Light? 

 Where is this true light  

 shining and who sees it? 

 

 “You are the light of  

the world. A city that is set on a hill 

cannot be hidden.”   Matt 5:14 
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He that Says… chapter 2 

 Three things: 

 v4 I know him… keeps not, is a liar 

 v6 Abides in him… should walk as he 

walked 

 v9 he is in the light… but hates 

 These are tokens for testing the truth of 

statements made by “disciples” 

 Loving and keeping John 14:21 
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Abiding… 

 I am the true vine… 

 John 15:4-7 

 John 15:9-10 

 The disciples are  

members of Christ and bear much fruit 

because they are in the vine 

 And the effect…? 

 “whoever abides in him sinneth not…” 
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In the Light… 

 Abiding in Christ and Christ abiding in 

the disciple will change that disciple from 

being an “habitual sinner”  to one who 

loves and walks in the light! 

 “He who loves his brother 

abides in the light, and  

there is no cause of  

stumbling in him” 
 1 John 2:10 
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Abiding… 

 And the effect… 

 “And now, little children, 

abide in him; that, when 

he shall appear, we may 

have confidence, and not 

be ashamed before him at 

his coming. ”  1 John 2:28 
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The Passing World… 

 Two Greek words are translated as 
“world”: 

1. aion (αἰών, S165), an age, era – a period 
of time  

2. kosmos (κόσμος, S2889), an 
arrangement or order of things - the 
system of practices and standards 
associated with secular society - 23x in 1 
John 
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The Appeal of the Transient 

 Lust of eyes – things we can see can lead 

to sin, coveting etc. 

 Lust of flesh – things that will “satisfy” 

our natural desires  

 Pride of life – the desire to out shine 

others 

 The “world” stimulates and caters to these 

three things 
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The Appeal of the Transient 

 The essence of what John is saying is 

that it is all too easy to… 

 Have an unholy desire for the things we do 

not possess  

 Take an  

 unholy pride  

 in the things  

 we do possess 

 

55 



The All-embracing Theme… 

 Laying up treasure in heaven is all part of 

a… 
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To walk in the light is to lay up 

treasure in Heaven! 

57 
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Things Hard to be understood… 

 Many difficult things in  

 the Bible  

• Passages 

• Prophecy 

• Parables 

• Symbols 

• Some doctrines… not because they are too 

deep… but because we do not believe 

them deeply enough in our heart 
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Things Hard to be understood… 

 But the hardest of all to understand… 

• Almighty God 

o The Unfathomable Father… 

o The immeasurable Creator… 

• And his attribute of sublime love  

 Most of the struggles disciples experience in 

their spiritual life are because of failure in 

these interlocking areas 
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Things Hard to be understood… 

 John, the beloved 

patriarch of the 

Christian Faith… 

 …in his first epistle 

brings these together 

to show how they are 

intended to work in 

the life of a disciple 
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Sublime Concept… 

 “If you know that He is righteous, you know 

that everyone also who practices righteousness 

is born of Him.”  1 John 2:29 

 Doing righteousness and divine begettal  are 

inseparable 

 These two constitute the theme of the 

manifestation of the children of God 
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Begettal 

 John`s reference to sons or children is in the 

context of divine begettal 

 “But as many as received Him, to them He 

gave the right to become children of God, even 

to those who believe in His name, who were 

born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh 

nor of the will of man, but of God. ”  
 John 1:12–13 
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Adoption! 

 Adoption is an act of the 

’parent’ and not the child 
 

 The motivation to love 
 

 The process involves a 
‘legal’ transaction 
 

 A ‘price’ is paid 
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Adoption! 

 For the child it is a 

change of:  

 Identity 

 Relationship 
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 Adopted children are given equal rights 

with the natural children in terms of status 

and inheritance 



Adoption 

 Genesis 15: 

 The need for an heir 

 The promise of a son 

 Abraham looks to the 

heavens 

 The profound sense of 

faith! 

 God’s response! 
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Adoption! 

11 

 In Genesis 15 God 

made a covenant with 

Abraham – it was 

God’s initiative 

 The process involved a 

‘legal’ transaction 

 There was a ‘price’ in 

the form of a ‘sacrifice’ 

 



Adoption 

 Genesis 15 typifies the 

confirmation of the 

‘new’ covenant 

 “…you are the children 

of God by faith in Jesus 

Christ…Abraham’s seed 

and heirs according to 

the promise”  

 Galatians 3:26-29 
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Sublime Praise… 

 “Behold what manner of love the Father has 

bestowed on us, that we should be called 

children of God! …Beloved, now we are 

children of God…”  1 John 3:1 

 manner” = potapos (ποταπός, 4217), 
primarily, “from what country,” -  “what 

manner of man is this…winds & sea…” 

 This kind of love is off the scale… it’s over the 

top! 
 14 



Adoption! 

 But there is more… 

 In the prayer of John 17 

Jesus prays that the 

Father will love the 

‘adopted’ children as much 

as Himself  

16 

 The Father then sees and loves those 

adopted children as much his own beloved 

Son 



The Result… 

 The effect of being the children of God… 

 “Therefore the world does not know us, 

because it did not know Him.”  1 John 3:1 

 … that the children of God have nothing to do 

with the world! 

 Greek: “kosmos” = the world of men, things 

that are typically contrary to God 
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Family Likeness? 

18 

Father Son 



Family Likeness? 

 “Show us the Father…Jesus said to him, 

“Have I been with you so long, and yet you 

have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen 

Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, 

‘Show us the Father’? ”  John 14:9 

 Jesus was the “brightness of his glory and the 

express image of his person…” 

19 



Family Likeness? 

 What should the children of God look like? 

 Image and likeness 

 The disciple sees in Jesus Christ the glory of the 

Lord and are being transformed (metamorphosis) 

“into the same image…”  2 Cor 3:18 

 “…he predestined to be conformed to the image 

of His Son.”  Romans 8:29 

20 



Family Likeness? 

 If a person was to assess your Heavenly Father 

by observing you…  

…what conclusion would be reached? 

 In the family and ecclesia to what extent do 

others see our Heavenly Father in us? 

 The five & two talent disciples… openness & 

willingness… but an expectation… 

 The one talent disciple… tightness… meanness 

21 



Divine Begettal 

 “Jesus answered and said to him, “Most 

assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born 

again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”  
 John 3:3 

 This birth is of divine origin – In this context 

it is not a change of nature, but a change of 

relationship  

22 



The Evidence… 

 “In this the children of God and the children of 

the devil are manifest: Whoever does not 

practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he 

who does not love his brother. ”  1 John 3:10 

 

 Everyone who is a child of God will purify 

himself, just as He is pure.  

23 



Cannot Sin…? 

 “Whoever has been born 

of God … cannot sin, 

because he has been 

born of God”  
 1 John 3:9 

24 

How do we understand “cannot”? 

“A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a 

bad tree bear good fruit. ”  Matt 7:18 

 



What John tells us… about Sin  

 What sin is – a breaking of God’s law 

 What sin does – it undoes the work of Christ 

– to commit sin is to bring back what Jesus 

came to take away! 

 Where sin comes from – it comes of “the devil” 

– it comes from what people naturally are!  

 We sin because we think it will give us 

pleasure & satisfaction, but only to realise 

that we have been deceived! 
25 



What John tells us… about Sin  

 How sin is conquered – Jesus 

came to destroy the devil & its 

works  

26 

How we benefit – “this is the victory that 

has overcome the world - our faith” 
  

 1 John 5:4 
 



Righteousness and Love 

 Things that defile: “…the works of the flesh 

are evident, which are: adultery… jealousies, 

outbursts of wrath… envy, murders…” 

 Galatians 5:19–21 

 

 Things that ‘purify’: “…love, joy, peace, 

longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness” 

 Galatians 5:22 

27 



Contrasts! 

 For John (and God) there is no “in between” 

light & darkness; righteousness and evil 

 “In this the children of God and the children of 

the devil are manifest: Whoever does not 

practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he 

who does not love his brother. ”  1 John 3:10 

 The message from the beginning is that we 

should love one another  

28 



Lack of Love 

 The example of Cain 
 

He was an example of a man who did  

not handle the  

anger in his soul! 
 

His heart was a dark place! 

29 



A Lack of Love? 

 Why did John use the example of Cain? 

 “…Cain who was of the wicked one and 

murdered his brother…. ”  1 John 3:12 

 “murdered” =  sphazo, (σφάζω, 4969), “to 
slay, to slaughter,” especially victims for 

sacrifice 

 In the vulgate translation “jugularis” = the 

jugular vein 
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Why Cain? 

 Cain’s works were evil 

 Abel’s works were righteous 

 Cain’s hatred was engendered by his brother’s 

righteousness  

 When challenged he disclaimed any 

responsibility for his brother!  

31 



Your Father… 

“You are of your father the devil, and 

you want to do the desires of your 

father. He was a murderer from the 

beginning, and does not stand in the 

truth because there is no truth in him. 

Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks 

from his own nature, for he is a liar 

and the father of lies. “   

 John 8:44 
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Cain’s Problem 

 “Then the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you 

angry? And why has your countenance fallen? 

“If you do well, will not your countenance be 

lifted up? And if you do not do well, sin is 

crouching at the door; and its desire is for you, 

but you must master it.”  Genesis 4:6–7 

 The evil in Cain’s heart is being personified 

 “The way of Cain” is a lifestyle – habitual 

mode of thinking 
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Love of God & our Brother 

 At the human level: 

 Love is: 

 A God given attribute 

 Natural & beautiful 

 Honourable 

36 



Love of God & our Brother 

 At the human level: 

 Love is: 

 A God given attribute 

 Natural & beautiful 

 Honourable 

37 

At its most sublime  

it is a state of “inloveness” 

 



In Love…? 

 A state of ‘inloveness’ is without parallel 

 There is a sense of passion toward the 

person with whom we are in love 

 At a spiritual level the standard John is 

giving us is to be ‘in love’ with the Father 

and Son 

 But… it is not a ‘one way’ process… 

 

 38 



In Love… 

 God’s words of tenderness… 

 “Because He loved your fathers, therefore He 

chose their descendants after them.,” 

 Deuteronomy 4:37  

 “…because the Lord loved you, and because he 

would keep the oath which he had sworn unto 

your fathers…”  Deuteronomy 7:8 

 There is a real sense in which God is ‘in love’ 

with his people! 

39 



The effect of Divine Love… 

 What God did was not merely to “say” that he 

loved the world, but he demonstrated that in 

his “action” – “he sent…” 

 “My little children, let us not love in word or 

in tongue, but in deed and in truth. ”  
 1 John 3:18 

 A practical example: 1 John 3:17… 
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Faith without Works? 

 “But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees 

his brother in need, and shuts up his heart 

from him, how does the love of God abide in 

him? ”  1 John 3:17 

• He has the means 

• He has the opportunity  

• He is aware of his brother’s need 

• But he does nothing… 
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Faith without Works? 

45 

 Priest & Levite 

 Did they have the… 

 Opportunity? 

 Responsibility? 

 Resources? 

 But they saw their brother in need and shut 

up their hearts… 

 Where was their love of God?  

 



Faith without Works? 

 Works of love are rooted in faith 

 Faith is the catalyst: 

 A catalyst facilitates change; it makes things 

happen!  

 Faith makes God’s word work in our lives. 

Without that word nothing happens…  

46 



Faith without Works? 

 …the Apostle said, “When the good news of 

deliverance...came to them...the message...did 

not benefit them, because it was not mixed 

with faith.”   Heb 4:2 

 To make spiritual progress, it is not enough to 

read the Bible or listen to exhortations. The 

activating ingredient to understanding and 

love in action is faith 
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Key words in John’s Exhortation 

 1 + 1 =  

 Watch for these words… 

• Hereby… 

• Herein… 

• By this… 

 Now by this we know that we know Him, if 

we keep His commandments. ”  1 John 2:3 
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Key Words in John’s Exhortation 

 “But whoever keeps His word, truly the love 

of God is perfected in him. By this we know 

that we are in Him. ”  1 John 2:5 

 “Now he who keeps His commandments abides 

in Him, and He in him. And by this we know 

that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He 

has given us. ”  1 John 3:24 
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Key Words in John’s Exhortation 

 “Hereby perceive we the love of God, because 

he laid down his life for us: and we ought to 

lay down our lives for the brethren. ”  
 1 John 3:16 

 “Herein is love, not that we loved God, but 

that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the 

propitiation for our sins. ”  1 John 4:10 
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The Evidence 

 The evidence of God  

abiding in us is how we  

treat our brothers  

and sisters 

 The great example: 

 “If I then, your Lord and Master, have 

washed your feet; ye also ought to 

wash…. ” 
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Next Words? 

 What would you 

naturally expect the next 

words to be? 

 “… wash my feet” 

 But… he says… 

 “…wash one another’s 

feet” 
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But…! 

 “And the King shall answer and say unto 

them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye 

have done it unto one of the least of these my 

brethren, ye have done it unto me. ”  
 Matthew 25:40 

 It is the same principle as love your neighbour 

“as I have loved you” 
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The All-embracing Theme… 

 Washing the feet of fellow saints is all part of 

a… 
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2 

“God saw all that He had made, 

and behold, it was very good. And 

there was evening and there was 

morning, the sixth day.”  Genesis 1:31  
 



3 

Adam and Eve were created in the 

image and likeness of God with the 

intention that they would be: 
 

• Sinless 

• Deathless 



But things changed… 

4 

When sin 

came into 

the 

world… 

… Adam & Eve were no longer 

in the exact image & likeness of 

their creator! 



But God’s desire did not change 

5 

“Men were not ushered into being 

for the purpose of being saved or 

lost! God manifestation not human 

salvation was the great purpose of 

the Eternal Spirit. The salvation of 

a multitude is incidental to the 

manifestation, but was not the end 

proposed… 



But God’s desire did not change 

6 

…The Eternal Spirit intended to 

enthrone Himself on the earth, and in 

so doing, to develop a Divine family 

from among men, every one of whom 

shall be Spirit, because born of the 

Spirit, and that this family shall be 

large enough to fill the earth, when 

perfected, to the entire exclusion of 

flesh and blood.“ 



But God’s desire did not change 

In the process of 
developing that 
family.. 

He still wanted to 
be the centre of 
man’s thinking and 
worship… 

8 

…and the focus of their praise 



What Develops… 

9 

The sons of 

God… 

The daughters 

of men… 
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Violence! 

Judgment! 



A New Beginning 

11 

And God blessed 

Noah and his 

sons and said to 

them, “Be 

fruitful and 

multiply, and fill 

the earth.” ““…behold, I Myself do 

establish My covenant 

with you, and with your 

descendants after you;” 

Genesis 9:1, 11 



Judgment! 

Rebellion! 

12 



The unchanged Purpose… 

““For I have chosen him, so 

that he may command his 

children and his household 

after him to keep the way of 

the LORD by doing 

righteousness and justice, so 

that the LORD may bring upon 

Abraham what He has spoken 

about him.””  Genesis 18:19 
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I may Dwell… 

14 

“And will dwell among the children of 

Israel and be their God”  
  Exodus 29:45 



I may Dwell… 

“Let them make me a sanctuary that I 

may dwell among them”  
 Exodus 29:45 
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I may Dwell… 

Bread, Light and Prayer 
   

16 

The 

Holy 

Place 

  



I will meet… 

“And there I will meet with  thee, and 

I will commune  with thee from above 

 the mercy seat.”  Exodus 25:22  

17 

The 

Most 

Holy 

Place  

 



This People has a stubborn and 

rebellious Heart 
These be thy 

gods (elohim) O 

Israel that 

brought thee 

up out of the 

land of Egypt 

18 

Peradventure I shall make an 

atonement for your sin… 



This People has a stubborn and 

rebellious Heart 

“…these men 

have set up 

their idols in 

their hearts…” 

19 



But God’s Presence in the 

Tabernacle did not Last 

my name dwell at the first, and see what 

I did to it because of the wickedness of 

My people Israel.” 
 Jeremiah 7:12 

20 

“But go now to  

 my place which  

 was in Shiloh, 

 where I made  



A house of Cedar 

21 

“…The 

house that 

is to be 

built for 

the Lord 

shall be exceedingly magnificent, famous 

and glorious throughout all lands” 
 1 Chronicles 22:5 



But God’s Presence in the 

Temple did not Last 

 The Glory departed –  

 The moving picture: 

 Ezekiel   9:3 

 10:4, 18-19 

 11:22-23 

 The glory finally 

vanished … 
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Where God really wanted to 

Dwell… 

23 

“…of such is the 

kingdom of 

God…” 

“…there is something I am looking for: a 

person simple and plain, reverently 

responsive to what I say” 

 Isaiah 66:2 



All Failed… Until… 

24 

“…you  will conceive 

in your womb and bear 

a son, and you shall  

name him Jesus…” 

 How? 

“…the power of the 

Most High will 

overshadow you… 
 

…and for that reason he shall be the 

Son of God” 



All Failed… Until… 

25 

And the result… 
 

“…And the word 

became flesh and 

dwelt among us  

and we saw his 

glory as of the only 

begotten from the Father , full of grace 

and truth” 

 



But there is more… 

 “Believe Me that I 
am in the Father 
and the Father is in 
Me;”  John 14:11 

 

 “In that day you 
will know that I 
am in My Father, 
and you in Me, and 
I in you.” 

 John 14:20 
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How is the Father ‘in us’? 

 The great OT principle: 

 “You shall therefore impress 

these words of mine on your 

heart and on your soul; and 

you shall bind them as a 

sign on your hand, and they 

shall be as frontals on your 

forehead.”  
 Deuteronomy 11:18  
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The Great Principle for all places 

where God would dwell… 

“Everyone whose heart 

stirred him and everyone 

whose spirit moved him 

came and brought the 

LORD’S contribution for 

the work of the tent of 

meeting and for all its 

service and for the holy 

garments.”  Exodus 35:21  
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How is the Father/Son ‘in us’? 

 The great principle: 
 

 “I pray…that He would 

grant you, according to 

the riches of His glory, to 

be strengthened with 

power through His Spirit 

in the inner man,” 

 Ephesians 3:16 
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How is the Father/Son ‘in us’? 

 The great principle: 

 This is ‘circumcision of 

the heart’ 

 “Therefore we do not lose 

heart, but though our 

outer man is decaying, 

yet our inner man is 

being renewed day by 

day.”  2 Cor 4:16 
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“…Christ in you…” 

 So Christ is in us by 

baptism… Christ is the 

‘new man’ 

 “…if anyone is in 

Christ, he is a new 

creature; the old things 

passed away; behold, 

new things have come.” 

 2 Corinthians 5:17 
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“…Christ in you…” 

“Test yourselves to see if 

you are in the faith; 

examine yourselves! Or 

do you not recognize this 

about yourselves, that 

Jesus Christ is in you—

unless indeed you fail the 

test?” 
 2 Corinthians 13:5 
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The Challenge! 

 How can we define or fully 

understand the ”new 

creature” that is the result 

of our baptism?  

 “…do not be amazed when 

I said to you, ‘You must be 

born again. The wind blows 

where it wishes … 
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The Challenge! 

…and you hear the sound 

of it, but do not know 

where it comes from and 

where it is going; so is 

everyone who is born of 

the Spirit.”  

 John 3:7-8 
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Born of water & Spirit 

“No one is recognised 

as born of God, until 

born of the Spirit; and 

no one is born of the 

Spirit, until led by 

that Spirit to be born 

of water…” 

37 

Lecture in 1869 & reported in  

The Christadelphian 1880 p 55  



Beyond our Understanding… 

  Why is it that a young brother sees say, 

thirty young sisters and is deeply 

attracted to one of them…? 

 

 … Truly “the  

 way of a man  

 with a maid"  

is a beautiful 

enigma. 
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Beyond our Understanding… 

 So too, how a person is born of the spirit 
and begotten of God is an enigma. 

 How God works by his power and spirit 
in a person’s life is beyond our 
understanding - we should simply and 
gratefully accept it 

 Nor should it be confused with, or 
extended to Holy Spirit gifts or 
“possessing” the Spirit in the NT sense 
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“I have been crucified 

with Christ; and it is no 

longer I who live, but 

Christ lives in me; and 

the life which I now live 

in the flesh I live by 

faith in the Son of God, 

who loved me and gave 

Himself up for me.” 

 Galatians 2:20  
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How is the Father/Son ‘in us’? 

 In the same sense, God dwells in us! 

 “For thus says the high and exalted One 

Who lives forever, whose name is Holy, “I 

dwell on a high and holy place, And also 

with the contrite and lowly of spirit In 

order to revive the spirit of the lowly And 

to revive the heart of the contrite.”  
 Isaiah 57:15 
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Distinctive Features of John’s 

Writings…is in the words… 

 

• Believe 

• Know 

• Love 

• Light 

• True & Truth 

• World 

• Father 

  John 

Mt-Lk Gospel Epistles 

 35  81    4 

 68  75  28 

 31  56  38 

 12  24    6 

 10  47  30 

 33  80  23 

 19  35  17 
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Distinctive Features of John’s 

Writings…is in the words… 

 Abide… 32x in NT 

  meno (μένω, 3306) 

 Translated as: abide, dwell, continue, 

tarry, remain, endure, being (present) 

 

43 

  John 

Mt-Lk Gospel Epistles 

   
 

Meno  / μένω 12 41 26 

23x in First John 



The result of “abide in Him” 

 To “abide in him” means that when others 

see us they see (in very diluted vision) the 

Father and the Son 

 But… 

 “No one has seen God at any time; if we 

love one another, God abides in us, and 

His love is perfected in us.”  
 1 John 4:12  
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 “We have come to know and have 
believed the love which God has for us. 
God is love, and the one who abides in 
love abides in God, and God abides in 
him.”  1 John 4:16 

 

 “And this commandment we have from 
Him, that the one who  

 loves God should love 
 his brother also.”  
  1 John 4:21 
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This is how a disciple 

 may be the ‘temple of God’ 
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47 



48 
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Something Broader… 

50 

 The OT pattern: 

 “…I brought you unto 
myself… you shall be my 
own possession among all 
peoples… and you shale 
be to me a kingdom of 
priests and a holy 
nation…” 

 Exodus 19:4-6 

 



Something Broader… 

 The NT Pattern: 

 “…do you not know 
that your body is a 
temple of the Holy 
Spirit who is in you, 
whom you have from 
God, and that you are 
not your own?”  

 1 Corinthians 6:19 
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The word / The Spirit 

 “…be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one 

another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 

songs, singing and making melody with your 

heart to the Lord…”  Ephesians 5:18–21 

 “Let the word of Christ richly dwell within 

you, with all wisdom teaching and 

admonishing one another with psalms and 

hymns and spiritual songs…” 
 Colossians 3:16 
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The Important Point… 

 “body” is a singular noun. 

 The entire ecclesia in Corinth was one 

body… 

 All the ecclesias in the world 

constitute the one body… 
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Shared Responsibility… 

“…by one Spirit are we all 
baptized into one body… For the 
body is not one member, but 
many… If the foot says, “Because 
I am not a hand, I am not a part of 
the body,” it is not for this reason 
any the less a part of the body… 
But now God has placed the 
members, each one of them, in the 
body, just as He desired.”                   
 1 Corinthians 12:13-18 
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Our Fellowship…? 

 “…indeed our 

fellowship is with the 

Father, and with His 

Son Jesus Christ.”  

 1 John 1:3  

 Is it? 

 

55 

  In a healthy body all things are shared 

through the head…  



Through the Head… 

 The Father’s love is shown 

through the ‘head of the 

body’ – Jesus Christ 

 The clearest demonstration 

of us being in this 

fellowship of love is when 

we can love one another as 

Christ has loved us and 

thus we ‘abide in him’  

 56 



What John saw and heard… 

“And I heard a loud voice from the throne, 

saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is 

among  men, and  

He will  dwell among 

 them,  and they shall  

be His people, and God Himself will be 

among them,”  

 Revelation 21:3–4  
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“Blessed be the LORD God, 

the God of Israel, Who 

alone works wonders. And 

blessed be His glorious 

name forever; And may the 

whole earth be filled with 

His glory. Amen, and 

Amen.” 

 Psalm 72:18–19  
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First John – Epistle of 

Sublime Truth and Love 

Class 5 – You Know that you 

have Eternal Life 

Great Lakes Christadelphian Bible 

School 

2015 07 03 



 Major sections: 

Walk in the Light & Living as Children of 

God – interwoven with love and faith 

 First requirement – break with sin 

 Second requirement – keep the 

commandments – especially love! 

 Third requirement – keep separate from 

the world 

 Fourth requirement – be on guard against 

the enemies of Christ 



First John & Romans 

 “For all who are being led by the 

Spirit of God, these are sons of 

God. For you have not received a 

spirit of slavery leading to fear 

again, but you have received a 

spirit of adoption as sons by 

which we cry out, “Abba! 

Father!...””   

3 



First John & Romans 

 “…The Spirit himself testifies 

with our spirit that we are 

children of God, and if children, 

heirs also, heirs of God and fellow 

heirs with Christ, if indeed we 

suffer with Him so that we may 

also be glorified with Him.”  
 Romans 8:14–17 NASB 
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Metaphors for God 

 “The LORD is a warrior; The LORD is 

His name.”  Exodus 15:3, 

 

 “The LORD will go forth like a 

warrior, He will arouse His zeal like 

a man of war. He will utter a shout, 

yes, He will raise a war cry. He will 

prevail against His enemies.”  
 Isaiah 42:13 
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Metaphors For God 

“For I proclaim the 
name of the LORD; 
Ascribe greatness to our 
God! “The Rock! His 
work is perfect, For all 
His ways are just; A 
God of faithfulness and 
without injustice, 
Righteous and upright is 
He.” 

  Deuteronomy 32:3-4 
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Metaphors for God  

“The LORD is my rock 
and my fortress and my 
deliverer, My God, my 
rock, in whom I take 
refuge; My shield and 
the horn of my 
salvation, my 
stronghold.”  

 Psalm 18:2, NASB  
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The Father 

 The title “father” occurs 600x in the 

OT? 

 How many of these 600+ refer to God? 

 Some indirect: “As a father shows 

compassion to his children, so the LORD 

shows compassion to those who fear 

him.”  Psalm 103:13  
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God The Father… 

 I the context of 2 Samuel 7, God’s 

covenant with David… 

 “I will be his father and he shall be my 

son” 
 2 Sam 7:14 

 “He will cry to Me, ‘You are my 

Father, My God, and the rock of my 

salvation.’”  Psalm 89:26  
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God The Father… 

 “But now, O 

LORD, You are our 

Father, We are the 

clay, and You our 

potter; And all of 

us are the work of 

Your hand.” 

 Isaiah 64:8  
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God the Father… 

 “When Israel was a 

youth I loved him, And 

out of Egypt I called 

My son.” Hosea 11:1 
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The Father and Son 

 The title “father” occurs 350x in the 

NT 

 Of these 350, 250  refer to God 

 There is a “Father” because there is a 

“son” who is the “Son of God” 

 God revealed himself by sending his 

son 
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The Father and Son 

 In the New Testament “Father” is  no 

longer a metaphor for God , he is a real 

father 

 There is a ‘real son’ who was born of God 

in a unique way 

 Thus, the Son of God encourages believers 

to pray “Our Father…”  
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The Glorious Gospel 

 The understanding of God being a 

loving Father is unique to 

Christianity 

 In other religions, their god is never 

described as a father  

 The concept was of gods at war, who 

were angry, who needed to be 

appeased with sacrifice, etc.  
14 



The Glorious Gospel 

 In contrast to the revelation of God in the 
Bible… 

 The god of Islam is never described as a 
father – there is no concept of he 
fatherhood of God in Islam & therefore 
there is no concept of a father of love… 

 The relationship  between a Muslim and 
Allah is based on works & earning the 
reward! 
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Teachers true and false 

 “Whosoever believes that Jesus is the 

Christ is born of God: and every one that 

loves him that begat loves him also that is 

begotten of him.”  1 John 5:1 

 

 “…and every spirit that does not confess 

that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is 

not of God.” 

  1 John 4:3  
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Difficult Sayings? 

 Statements of John (first epistle) that are 
“hard” and easily misunderstood: 

• Now are we the children of God 3:2 

• …he cannot sin, because he is born of 
God. 3:9 

• Who so is born of God does not commit 
sin 5:18 

• We have passed from death unto life 
3:14 
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Difficult Sayings? 

 Statements of John that are “hard” and 

easily misunderstood: 

• He has given us of his spirit 4:13 

• As he is so are we 4:17 

• God has given us eternal life 5:11 

• Ye may know ye have eternal life 5:13 

• We know we are of God 5:19 

18 



Something Common… 

 All these statements apply to the here and 

now, not the future: 

• Now… 

• Abides… 

• Does not… 

• Has given… 

• Ye have… 

• Etc. 
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Other Writers… 

 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 

creation…all things have become new. ”   
 2 Corinthians 5:17 

 “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor 

uncircumcision avails anything, but a new 

creation.”  Galatians 6:15 

 “And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 

And that ye put on the new man, which 

after God is created in righteousness and 

true holiness.”  Ephesians 4:23–24  
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The Fruit of the Spirit 

 “I say then: walk in the Spirit, and you 

shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. ” 

 Galatians 5:16 

 Consider the fruit of the spirit – have any 

of them a connection with unregenerate 

human nature? 

 Consider a course of study at school 

21 



A course of Study 

 What is needed: 

 Student 

 Teacher 

 Book / Material 

 Practice 

22 



A course of Study 

 Key factors: 

 Student attitude 

 Teaching skills 

 Quality of 

materials 

 Diligence of 

practice 
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Eternal Life? 

 “In the beginning God created the heavens and 

the earth.”  Genesis 1:1  
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God was 

there 

before the 

beginning 

God will 

be there 

after the 

end 

Distance 

Time 

At the moment which was ‘the beginning’ the 

coming of the Son was in the mind of the Father 



Eternal Life? 

 “In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth.”  Genesis 1:1 
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“…just as He chose us in Him before 

the foundation of the world, that we 

would be holy and blameless before 

Him. In love”  Ephesians 1:4, 



John’s Writings – the Gospel 

 The gospel was written to those who 

wondered, or doubted …  

 “…so that you may believe that 

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; 

and that believing you may have life 

in His name.”   John 20:32 
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John’s Writings – the Epistles 

 Three reasons for writing: 

1. To assure believers in powerful words of 

their relationship to the Father, to the Son 

and to eternal life – and what that means 

in their discipleship 

2. To kindle the zeal in believers so that they 

would not become prey to false teachers 

3. To expose the teaching of false teachers 
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Victory? 

 “For whatever is born of God overcomes 
the world. And this is the victory that has 
overcome the world— our faith.”  

 1 John 5:4 

 Our faith is the assurance that what God 
has said he will perform 

 It is not just the fulfillment of God’s 
promises rather the operation of God in 
our lives 
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Witness 

 77x in the New Testament 

 A ‘favourite’ word of John: 

• 33x in the Gospel 

• 6x in 1 John 

• 4x in 3 John 

 μαρτυρέω, 3140, “to be a witness, bear 
witness, testify – in John 21:24 he 
asserts that he testifies to the truth 

 “Martyr” is derived from this Greek 
word   
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Three Witnesses 

 “For there are three that testify: the Spirit 

and the water and the blood; and the three 

are in agreement. ”  1 John 5:7–8 

 Spirit = the word of God – it was the 

word of God that declared Jesus ``beloved” 

 Water = baptism 

 Blood = crucifixion 
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In the Gospel… 

 “But I have greater witness than that of 

John: for the works which the Father 

hath given me to finish, the same works 

that I do, bear witness of me, that the 

Father hath sent me. ”  John 5:36 

 The works were a witness that Jesus was 

not just a prophet, he was the Son of God  
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The Testimony 

 “You search the Scriptures, for in them 

you think you have eternal life; and these 

are they which testify of Me.”  John 5:39  

 

 The leaders did not understand or believe 

because “you do not have his word 

abiding in you” 
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His Word in Us… 

 “He who believes in the Son of God has 

the witness in himself; he who does not 

believe God has made Him [God] a liar, 

because he has not believed the testimony 

that God has given of His Son. ” 1 John 5:10 

 “And this is the testimony: that God has 

given us eternal life, and this life is in His 

Son. ”  1 John 5:11 
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Eternal Life? 

 The “testimony” relates to the present 

experience of a disciple 

 There must be a present application of 

“eternal life” - as well as being of the 

future as in “this is the promise he has 

promised us eternal life” 

 There is a sense in which “eternal life” 

starts on the day of our baptism! 

34 



Eternal Life? 

 For the saint, “eternal life” is different 

from immortality 

 For the saint, immortality is granted at a 

particular point in time 

 The concept of “time” for the saint who 

has received immortality is hardly relevant 

 For an immortal being there is no “past” 

or “future” tense, only “present” 
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Eternal Life… 

 “the life was manifested, and we have 

seen, and bear witness, and declare to you 

that eternal life which was with the 

Father and was manifested to us — ”     
 1 John 1:2 

 “We have passed from death to life…”  

 But do not have immortality 
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Christ’s Mission 

 “For God so loved the world that He gave 

His only begotten Son, that whoever 

believes in Him should not perish but 

have everlasting life. ”  John 3:16 

 The mission of Jesus was to give eternal 

life – he came so show us the kind of life 

that God wills for men if they follow him 

 The focus is the quality of life, not its 

duration 
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Life Eternal? 

 “…as You have given Him authority over 

all flesh, that He should give eternal life 

to as many as You have given Him. And 

this is eternal life, that they may know 

You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 

whom You have sent.”  John 17:2–3 

 This “eternal life” is available to all who 

believe in the Son of God – it was 

promised and has been revealed in Christ 
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I have Written… 

 “These things I have written to you who 
believe in the name of the Son of God, 
that you may know that you have eternal 
life, and that you may continue to believe 
in the name of the Son of God. ”  

 1 John 5:13 

 “…but these are written that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that believing you may have life 
in His name.”  John 20:31 
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The Father… 

 “abba Father” 3x in the NT 

 Mark 14:36 

 Romans 8:15 

 Galatians 4:6 

 Generally understood as “Daddy” – but it 

is more than that: 

 It is term of formal and deeply respectful 

endearment  
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Our Confidence 

 “And we know that the Son of God has 

come and has given us an understanding, 

that we may know Him who is true; and 

we are in Him who is true, in His Son 

Jesus Christ. This is the true God and 

eternal life.”  1 John 5:20 
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Idols? 

 “Little children, 

keep yourselves 

from idols. Amen.” 

 1 John 5:21 
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Idols? 

 ““Son of man, these 

men have set up their 

idols in their hearts 

and have put right 

before their faces the 

stumbling block of 

their iniquity. Should I 

be consulted by them 

at all?” Ezekiel 14:3 
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Back to 1 John 1:8 

 “If we say that we have no sin, we are 

deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in 

us.” (1 John 1:8)  

 Have you ever convinced yourself (or tried 

to) that you have not sinned? 

 In relation to “idols” things that seem to 

be trivial may be significant! 

44 



What are we…? 

45 

A sponge? 

or 

A rock? 



God’s work in Believers 

 The mode of thinking here can be 

compared to a man rowing a boat…  

…our back is to the future and we look 

toward where we have been… 
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But with the 

eye of faith we 

can ‘see’ into 

the future! 



Sublime Praise… 

 “Behold what manner of love the Father 

has bestowed on us, that we should be 

called children of God! …Beloved, now 

we are children of God…”  1 John 3:1 

 manner” = potapos (ποταπός, 4217), 
primarily, “from what country,” -  “what 

manner of man is this…winds & sea…” 

 This kind of love is off the scale… it’s 

over the top! 
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The All-embracing Theme… 

 What the apostle John is encouraging us 

to live is a… 
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