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Considerations from the Book of Amos
•MONDAY

Understanding Biblical Judgment and Repentance

•TUESDAY

Esteeming Covenant Relationship and
the Family of God

•WEDNESDAY

Discerning Justice and Righteousness

•THURSDAY

Worshipping God In Spirit and In Truth

•FRIDAY

Preparing for the Day of the Lord and to Meet Our God
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Understanding Biblical Judgment
and Repentance
1. Background on Amos and His Times
2. Why Judge, the Surrounding Nations, followed by
Judah and Israel?
3. Why Judge Anyone at All?
4. Consequences in Failing to Repent
5. Necessity for True Repentance
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The Book of Amos:
Why Read It?

“This is Amos as he comes
to us from the pages of his
books. We often feel
disappointed that we do not
find things in his message which we would like to find.
It is not the kind of book that one reads again and
again as a devotional book….Whenever men have
gone to the Bible for encouragement in the long
struggle for the liberation of the underprivileged, they
have found it chiefly in Amos and in those successors
whom he deeply influenced – Isaiah and Micah.”
John D.W. Watts, Studying The Book of Amos (Nashville, TN: Broadman Press, 1966),
pp. 92-93.
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“…until there was no remedy”

“The LORD, the God of their fathers,
sent persistently to them by his messengers,
because he had compassion on his people and
on his dwelling place. But they kept mocking the
messengers of God, despising his words and scoffing
at his prophets, until the wrath of the LORD rose
against his people, until there was no remedy.”
- 2 Chronicles 36:15-16
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Eighth Century B.C. Prophets
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Bible Survey: Amos
 Hebrew Name - Ahmos "burden"
 Greek Name - Amos (Greek form
of the Hebrew name Ahmos)
 Author – Amos
 Date – circa 760 B.C.
 Theme – Injustice in the Kingdoms of Men
 Types and Shadows – Jesus is the promised Prophet,
Shepherd, and Husbandman
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Amos in the New Testament
• Quotations:
 Amos 5:25-27 LXX is quoted in Acts 7:42,43
 Amos 9:11-12 is quoted in Acts 15:16,17

A biblical allusion is a
very quick or indirect
reference to something
in the Bible, such as a
particular verse,
character or story.

• Allusions:
 Amos 1:9,10 is alluded to in Matthew 11:21,22; Luke 10:13-14
 Amos 3:7 is alluded to in Revelation 10:7; Revelation 11:18
 Amos 3:13 LXX is alluded to in 2 Corinthians 6:18; Revelation 1:8; Revelation 4:8;
Revelation 11:17; Revelation 15:3; Revelation 16:7; Revelation 16:14; Revelation 19:6;
Revelation 19:15; Revelation 21:22
 Amos 4:11 is alluded to in Jude 23
 Amos 4:13 LXX is alluded to in 2 Corinthians 6:18; Revelation 1:8; Revelation 4:8;
Revelation 11:17; Revelation 15:3; Revelation 16:7; Revelation 16:14; Revelation 19:6;
Revelation 19:15; Revelation 21:22
 Amos 5:10 is alluded to in Galatians 4:16
 Amos 5:13 is alluded to in Ephesians 5:16
 Amos 5:15 is alluded to in Romans 12:9
 Amos 8:9 is alluded to in Matthew 27:45; Mark 15:33; Luke 23:44-45
 Amos 9:9 is alluded to in Luke 22:31
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The Similarities Between Amos and
the Lord Jesus Christ
The Bible is about Jesus Christ ~ “Jesus said to them, ‘How foolish you are, and how
slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Did not the Christ have to
suffer these things and then enter His glory?’ And beginning with Moses and all the
Prophets, He explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning
Himself” (Luke 24:25-27).
1. Both Amos and Jesus were humble, “working” men. The shepherd imagery found
in Amos also points towards the Lord Jesus Christ—the Great Shepherd, Good
Shepherd, and Chief Shepherd.
2. Both Amos and Jesus were resisted by the priests of Israel (Amos 7:10-13).
3. Both Amos and Jesus claimed divine inspiration. Amos used the phrase, “Thus saith
the Lord” about 15 times in his book.
4. Both Amos and Jesus were charged with treason (Amos 7:10; John 19:12).
5. Both Amos and Jesus decried the selfishness of some of the wealthy (Amos 6:4-6;
Luke 12:15-21).
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The Book of Amos and Book of Acts of
the Apostles: The Context of Acts 15
• “‘In that day I will raise
up the booth of David
that is fallen and repair
its breaches, and raise
up its ruins and rebuild it
as in the days of old,
that they may possess
the remnant of Edom
and all the nations who
are called by my name,’
declares the LORD who
does this.”
- Amos 9:11-12

• Jewish scholars thought Amos
9:11-12 was an allusion to the
nations—the Philistines, Moab,
Ammon, Aram of Zobah,
Damascus, Edom, which, though
they had been conquered by King
David (2 Samuel 8), had
afterwards revolted. Some
surmised that Amos promised in
this context that these nations
should again be incorporated into
the restored Davidic empire and a
rebuilt temple that would be
destroyed as prophesied in Amos
• However, there may be a greater
fulfillment as suggested by James
in Acts 15

10

The Book of Amos and Book of Acts of
the Apostles: The Context of Acts 15
• “‘In that day I will raise
up the booth of David
that is fallen and repair
its breaches, and raise
up its ruins and rebuild it
as in the days of old,
that they may possess
the remnant of Edom
and all the nations who
are called by my name,’
declares the LORD who
does this.”
- Amos 9:11-12

• “After they finished speaking, James replied,
‘Brothers, listen to me.’ Simeon [Peter] has
related how God first visited the Gentiles,
to take from them a people for his name.
And with this the words of the prophets
agree, just as it is written, ‘After this I will
return, and I will rebuild the tent of David
that has fallen; I will rebuild its ruins, and I
will restore it, that the remnant of mankind
[“residue of men” – from LXX] may seek
the Lord, and all the Gentiles who are called
by my name, says the Lord, who makes
these things known from of old’”
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- Acts 15:13-17

Who Was Amos?

“Possibly there was no one in Israel at
that time equipped for the task; though
there were many professional
‘prophets,’ they seemingly regarded it
as more important to say what would
please the king, than to declare the
word of the Lord: so this peasant farmer
was sent from Judah. Peasant, yes; but
by no means ill-educated. His is one of
the most colourful books of the Old
Testament, and his command of the
language unexcelled.”

“Then Amos
answered and
said to Amaziah,
‘I was no prophet,
nor a prophet’s
son, but I was a
herdsman and a
dresser of
sycamore figs’”

Herbert F. Stevenson, Three Prophetic Voices:
Studies in Joel, Amos and Hosea (Old Tappan, NJ:
Fleming H. Revell Company, 1971), p. 53.

- Amos 7:14
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Who Was Amos?

“In my opinion, the best translation of
this phrase…is ‘a scratcher of
sycamore figs.’….Galil’s experiments
showed the true reason: gashing
stimulates the production of
ethylene, a gas that is used
commercially for the ripening of
oranges, bananas, etc. With the
sycamore fig, it acts as a growth
stimulator as well as a ripener,
inducing a very great increase in size
and weight.”
Richard C. Steiner, Stockmen from Tekoa,
Sycomores from Sheba: A Study of Amos’
Occupations (Washington, D.C.: The The Catholic
Biblical Association of America, 2003), pp. 8-9.

“Then Amos
answered and
said to Amaziah,
‘I was no prophet,
nor a prophet’s
son, but I was a
herdsman and a
dresser of
sycamore figs’”
- Amos 7:14
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Israel: The Fig Tree

• “‘Like grapes in the
wilderness, I found Israel.
Like the first fruit on the
fig tree in its first season,
I saw your fathers. But
they came to Baal-peor
and consecrated
themselves to the thing
of shame, and became
detestable like the thing
they loved.’”
- Hosea 9:10

• “And the LORD said to
me, ‘What do you see,
Jeremiah?’ I said,
‘Figs, the good figs
very good, and the bad
figs very bad, so bad that
they cannot be eaten.’”
- Jeremiah 24:3
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Tekoa
• Tekoa was located about five miles
south of Bethlehem and 10 miles
south of Jerusalem
• Tekoa is mentioned many times in
the Bible (Joshua 15:39,
2 Samuel 14:9; 2 Samuel 23:26,
and 1 Chronicles 11:28)
• Rehoboam is reported to have
fortified Tekoa along with other
cities in Judah in 2 Chronicles 11:5–6
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Tekoa: Home of Amos

“Tekoa lies some ten miles south of
Jerusalem and to the east of the
main mountain backbone of the
country with its north-south road.
It is situated on a detached hill about
2,700 feet high. While to the west
the view is bounded by the
somewhat higher hills of the central ridge, to the east the ground
falls rapidly 4,000 feet to the Dead Sea. Owing to the very steep
drop from the central range a ‘rain shadow’ is formed, and the
steep slopes are so waterless that the Wilderness of Judah or
Jeshimon (devastation) is one of the most inhospitable regions
of the world. The only sure source of water are the rare springs,
and the shepherd must know the rugged slopes like the palm of
his hand if he is to find sufficient grass for his flock.”
H.L. Ellison, The Prophets of Israel: From Ahijah to Hosea (Grand Rapids, MI: William
B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1969), p. 63.
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2 Kings 14:24-25
Seal of King Jeroboam II
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“The Big Earthquake” in Ancient Israel

“The words of Amos, one of the
shepherds of Tekoa – the vision
he saw concerning Israel
two years before the
earthquake, when Uzziah was
king of Judah and Jeroboam son
of Jehoash was king of Israel.”
- Amos 1:1
- Compare to the “great earthquake” in
Lisbon, Portugal on November 1, 1755
which measured 8.7 on Richter Scale and
resulted in 80,000 deaths.
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“The Earthquake” in the Time of Amos
• Earthquake debris has been found at six sites (Hazor, Deir
'Alla, Gezer, Lachish, Tell Judeideh, and 'En Haseva) and is
tightly confined stratigraphically to the middle of the eighth
century B.C., with dating errors of ~30 years. So, the evidence
points to a single large regional earthquake that occurred
about 750 B.C.
• Amos delivered his message to the Israelites just "two years
before the earthquake" (Amos 1:1). Amos spoke of the land
being shaken (Amos 8:8), houses being smashed (Amos 6:11),
altars being cracked (Amos 3:14), and even the Temple at
Bethel being struck and collapsing (Amos 9:1). The prophet's
repeated contemporary references to the earthquake's effects
is why it bears his name.
• The earthquake was at least magnitude 7.8, but likely was
8.2, the magnitude being estimated by scaling of isoseismal
radii relative to smaller historic earthquakes in Israel and
Lebanon.
Steven A. Austin, Gordon W. Franz, and Eric G. Frost, “Amos's Earthquake: An
extraordinary Middle East seismic event of 750 B.C.,” International Geology Review
42 (7) July 2000, pp. 657-671.
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Between Amos and Today: The More Things
Change the More They Stay the Same
The parallels between the Israel
that Amos knew and the world
in which we live are remarkably
close:

753 B.C.

• Peace and Prosperity
• Material Affluence
• Moral Decay and Corruption
• Religious Syncretism

A.D. 2017
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“It Was The Best of Times,
It Was the Worst of Times”

“It was a situation which in
many ways is closely
paralleled by the
contemporary affluent society
of the twentieth century, a
society, which like that of
Israel, is characterised by
selfishness, a lack of moral
sense, and a general
indifference towards the
needs of others… The lesson
of Israel needs to be
remembered in this day and
age.”
J.K. Howard, Amos Among The Prophets
(Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1967),
p. 93.

• Politically, it was a time of
peace and prosperity under
the long and secure reign of
Jeroboam II who reigned
41 years, and he significantly
“restored the territory of
Israel” (2 Kings 14:25).
• Spiritually, however, it was a
time of rampant corruption
and moral decay (2 Kings
14:24).
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Things Are Not What They Seem

“In the midst of this
‘era of good feelings,’
Amos arose and
argued that Israelite
society was rotten
at its core.”
Stanley N. Rosenbaum, Amos of Israel: A New
Interpretation (Macon, GA: Mercer University
Press, 1990), p. 52.
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The Spiritual State of Israel

“From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no soundness in it; but
wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores: they have not been closed, neither
bound up, neither mollified with ointment.”
- Isaiah 1:6
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WOUNDS: Comparative Analysis of
8th Century B.C. Prophets
Prophet

Verse

Amos

“That drink wine in bowls, and anoint themselves with the chief
ointments: but they are not grieved for the affliction of
Joseph” (Amos 6:6, KJV)

Hosea

“When Ephraim saw his sickness, and Judah his wound, then
Ephraim went to Assyria, and sent to the great king.
But he is not able to cure you or heal your wound.”
(Hosea 5:13)
“For her [Samaria’s] wound is incurable, and it has
come to Judah; it has reached to the gate of my people, to
Jerusalem.(Micah 1:9)

Micah

Isaiah

“…The whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint. From
the sole of the foot even to the head, there is no soundness in 26
it, but bruises and sores and raw wounds; they are not
pressed out or bound up or softened with oil” (Isaiah 1:5-6)

HEAL: Comparative Analysis of
the 8th Century B.C. Prophets
Prophet

Verse

Amos

Hosea

Micah
Isaiah

“Come, let us return to the LORD. He has torn us to pieces but he
will heal us; he has injured us but he will bind up our wounds.”
(Hosea 6:1, NIV)
“whenever I would heal Israel, the sins of Ephraim are exposed
and the crimes of Samaria revealed. They practice deceit, thieves
break into houses, bandits rob in the streets” (Hosea 7:1, NIV)
“For my people's wound is too deep to heal. It has reached into
Judah, even to the gates of Jerusalem”
(Micah 1:9, NLT)
“Moreover, the light of the moon will be as the light of the sun, and
the light of the sun will be sevenfold, as the light of seven days, in27
the day when the LORD binds up the brokenness of his people,
and heals the wounds inflicted by his blow.” (Isaiah 30:26)

Failure Leads to Judgment

“The prophetic conviction that
history was the unveiling of
the purposes of Yahweh….
The failure of Israel lay
essentially in her
relinquishment of a religious
vocation for a political destiny,
and such failure could only
result in judgment, for it was
essentially a rebellion against
the will of God.”
J.K. Howard, Amos Among The Prophets
(Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House,
1967), pp. 16-17.

In the King James
Version (KJV), the
variants of the
words “Judge,
judges, judging,
judgment, and
judgments”
appear in the
Bible 733 times
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JUDGMENT: Comparative Analysis of
the 8th Century B.C. Prophets
Prophet

Amos

Hosea
Micah

Isaiah

Verse

“But let judgment run down as waters, and righteousness as a
mighty stream.” (Amos 5:24, KJV)
“Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets; I have slain them by
the words of my mouth, and my judgment goes forth as the light.”
(Hosea 6:5)
“Its heads give judgment for a bribe; its priests teach for a price; its
prophets practice divination for money; yet they lean on the LORD
and say, “Is not the LORD in the midst of us? No disaster shall come
upon us.” (Micah 3:11)
“He shall judge between many peoples, and shall decide disputes
for strong nations far away; and they shall beat their swords into
plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift
up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore”
(Micah 4:3)
“For with fire and with his sword the LORD will execute judgment
on all people, and many will be those slain by the LORD.”
(Isaiah 66:16, NIV)

29

WRATH: Comparative Analysis of
the 8th Century B.C. Prophets

Prophet
Amos

Hosea

Verse

“Thus says the LORD: “For three transgressions of Edom, and for
four, I will not revoke the punishment, because he pursued his
brother with the sword and cast off all pity, and his anger tore
perpetually, and he [Esau] kept his wrath forever.” (Amos 1:11)
“Judah's leaders are like those who move boundary stones.
I will pour out my wrath on them like a flood of water.”
(Hosea 5:10, NIV)

Micah

“I will take vengeance in anger and wrath on the nations that
have not obeyed me” (Micah 5:15, NIV)

Isaiah

“Behold, the day of the LORD comes, cruel, with wrath and
fierce anger, to make the land a desolation and to destroy its
sinners from it.” (Isaiah 13:9)
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God of All Flesh and All Nations
• “Behold, I am the LORD, the
God of all flesh. Is anything
too hard for me?”
- Jeremiah 32:27
• “In past generations He
allowed all the nations to
walk in their own ways.”

• “‘Are you not as the sons of
Ethiopia to Me, O sons of
Israel?’ declares the LORD.
‘Have I not brought up Israel
from the land of Egypt, and
the Philistines from Caphtor
[Crete] and the Arameans
from Kir?’”
- Amos 9:7

- Acts 14:16
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The Gospel According
to Amos

“…Amos’ message
has been described
as ‘the Gospel of
the Lion’s Roar.’”
Page H. Kelley, Amos: Prophet of Social
Justice (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House,
1966/1972), p. 25.

“And he said: ‘The LORD
roars from Zion and
utters his voice from
Jerusalem; the pastures
of the shepherds mourn,
and the top of Carmel
withers.’”
- Amos 1:2
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Amos: ‘The Big Picture’

JUDGMENT
“The Words of Amos”
(Amos 1-6)

“The Book of Visions”
(Amos 7-9)
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Justice and Righteousness:
Dialogue Between God and Abraham

“‘Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city. Will you
then sweep away the place and not spare it for the fifty
righteous who are in it? Far be it from you to do such a
thing, to put the righteous to death with the wicked, so
that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you!
Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?’....
Then he said, ‘Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak
again but this once. Suppose ten are found there.’ He
answered, ‘For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.’”
- Genesis 18:24-25, 32
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Divine Symmetry

A

• Amos uses the phrase
“Thus says Yahweh”
15 times in his book

B

• Amos uses the
word “judgment”
15 times in his book
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“Not in Carmel!!”

“Carmel, one of Israel’s most sacred
sites, was redolent of the nation’s
history, and particularly of the
confrontation between Elijah and
the prophets of Baal, when Jehovah,
in answering by fire, demonstrated
for all time that He is God the Lord.
The very name, Carmel, stood for the
vindication of God against all the
pretensions of false gods and idols;
His witness against the apostasy of
His people. Not only was Carmel thus
an abiding affirmation that Jehovah is the true and living God, but it
was also one of the most fertile and fruitful regions in all Palestine –
as was testified by its name, which means ‘green land.’ No wonder
the shepherds would mourn if Carmel were smitten and its pastures
withered. If God thus rendered Carmel barren, what would happen
elsewhere?”
Herbert F. Stevenson, Three Prophetic Voices: Studies in Joel, Amos and Hosea
(Old Tappan, NJ: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1971), p. 54.
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Mount Carmel

“This is what
he saw and
heard: ‘The
LORD's voice
will roar from Zion
and thunder from
Jerusalem! The lush
pastures of the
shepherds will dry
up; the grass on
Mount Carmel will
wither and die.’”
- Amos 1:2

37

Amos:
The Algorithm of Judgment

38

The Great Sins of Surrounding Six Nations
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Discerning Between Good and Evil

“All the things
condemned by Amos
[Amos 1-2] were
recognized as evil in
themselves, not
merely in Israel, but by
all the nations of the
western Fertile
Crescent.”

H.L. Ellison, The Prophets of Israel:
From Ahijah to Hosea (Grand Rapids,
MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing
Company, 1969), p. 72.
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Do The Math

“The reference to ‘three transgressions, and
four’ is not to be interpreted literally. It does
not mean ‘three or four’ transgressions. Nor
does it mean ‘three plus four.’ If either of these
were the correct interpretation, it would
indicate that Damascus was being charged with
a relatively small number of transgressions.
Actually, the figure of speech which the
prophet is using suggests a large but indefinite
number of transgressions (cf. Psalm 52:11;
Proverbs 6:16; Proverbs 30:15, 18, 21, 29;
Isaiah 17:6; Hosea 6:2).”

Page H. Kelley, Amos: Prophet of Social Justice (Grand
Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1966/1972), p. 30.
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‘for three transgressions…and for four’

“Some strange speculations have
been made concerning the phrase
‘for three transgressions…and for
four,’ but scholars now agree that it
is a semitic idiom for repeated
transgressions. Thus Moffat
translates it ‘for crime upon
crime.’”

Herbert F. Stevenson, Three Prophetic Voices: Studies in
Joel, Amos and Hosea (Old Tappan, NJ: Fleming H. Revell
Company, 1971), p. 56.
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“inside you are full of greed and
wickedness” (Luke 11:39)
“Scripture commonly uses
the number seven in
passages about judgment
(cf. Leviticus 26; Daniel
3:19; 4:16). The seventh
sin, according to Amos,
filled the measure of
wickedness and thus
unleashed God’s decisive
response to cruelty and
injustice.”

Zdravko Stefanovic, Thus Says The Lord:
Messages From The Minor Prophets
(Hagerstown, MD: Review and Herald
Publishing Association, 2012), p. 49.

“But in the
fourth
generation
they shall
come hither again:
for the iniquity of
the Amorites is not
yet full.”
- Genesis 15:16
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The Relationship Between Nations and Israelites
Nation

Verse

Relationship

Damascus
(head of Aram cf.
Isaiah 7:8, NIV)

Amos 1:3

See reference to
Jacob as
“a wandering
Aramean”
(Deut. 26:5)

“they have threshed
Gilead with threshing
instruments of iron”

2 Kings 10:32-33;
2 Kings 13:3-7

Gaza

Amos 1:6

David dwelt with
Achish at Gath
(1 Samuel 27:2-3)

“carried away captive”
many people

Ezekiel 25:15-16

Tyre

Amos 1:9

Hiram was like
“brother” to David
and Solomon

“delivered up the whole
captivity to Edom” and
“remembered not the
covenant of
brotherhood”

1 Kings 9:13

Edom

Amos 1:11

Jacob’s twin brother

“pursue his brother with
the sword and cast off all
pity”

Ezekiel 35:5-15;
Psalm 137:7-9

Ammon

Amos 1:13

Lot’s son

Moab

Amos 2:1

Lot’s son

Crime

“ripped up” pregnant
women in Gilead

“burned the bones of the
king of Edom into lime”

Reference

Ibn Athir iv. 256. 1,
258. 6, 260. 60,
262. 11 sqq.;
Kitâb al-’Aghani,
xix. 129. 12
---

44

The Sins Of the
Southern Kingdom of Judah
“Thus says the LORD: “For three
transgressions of Judah, and for four,
I will not revoke the punishment,
because they have rejected the law
of the LORD, and have not kept his
statutes, but their lies have led them
astray, those after which their fathers
walked.”
- Amos 2:4
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Are We Ignoring God?

“But the manner of the charge is
altered: Judah is not accused of
crimes against humanity, but of
ignoring the law of the Lord, and
disobeying His commandments. It
did not cite specific sins, but was
an arraignment for apostasy. The
covenant God of Israel (using that
term for the entire nation,
including Judah) was indicting
them for defection from the terms
of the covenant.”
Herbert F. Stevenson, Three Prophetic Voices: Studies in
Joel, Amos and Hosea (Old Tappan, NJ: Fleming H. Revell
Company, 1971), p. 58.
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The Sins Of the
Northern Kingdom of Israel
Amos 2:6-12 made a list of the sins for which God
was going to punish Israel (Ephraim):
1. Selling the righteous for silver, and the poor for a pair of shoes SLAVERY.
2. Man and father taking the same maid – IMMORALITY.
3. Profaning my holy name - BLASPHEMY.
4. Pledging by every altar, and drinking wine in the house of their
God - IDOLATRY.
5. Giving Nazarites strong drink, and forbidding prophets to
prophesy - REBELLION.
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What This World Needs Now More Than
Ever

“Each of us should please his neighbor for
his good, to build him up. For even Christ
did not please Himself, but as it is written:
“The insults of those who insult You have
fallen on Me.”
- Romans 15:2-3
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Selling Your Brother…For Profit

“The sin envisaged here [Amos 2:6]
is that manipulation of the law by
which a poor man was sold into
slavery for debt. ‘The law allowed a
poor man to sell himself into slavery
(Leviticus 25:39; Deuteronomy
15:12), but it did not sanction the
sale of an insolvent debtor, which is
evidently what is meant here
(2 Kings 4:1; Nehemiah 5:5).”

Herbert F. Stevenson, Three Prophetic Voices:
Studies in Joel, Amos and Hosea (Old Tappan, NJ:
Fleming H. Revell Company, 1971), p. 60.
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The Consequences of Judges 17-21

“God intended the Israelites
to inherit the land of the
Canaanites, but He did not
want them to become heirs
of the Canaanite spirit.
Therefore He gave them
everything they needed to
avoid this evil.”

Herman Veldkamp, The Farmer From Tekoa:
On The Book of Amos (St. Catharines, ON:
Paideia Press, 1977), p. 79.

“And all that
generation also were
gathered to their
fathers. And there
arose another
generation after
them who did not
know the LORD or
the work that he
had done for Israel.”
- Judges 2:10
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“In those days there was no king in Israel:
every man did that which was right in his
own eyes.”
- Judges 21:25
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Amos 1-2: The Eyes of God
“Men often behave as if there were no
God; nations pursue their policies
regardless of His will, heedless even of
recognised human standards of moral
conduct: and often they seem to achieve
their ends. The most brutal aggressors
prevail; the most unrighteous men
flourish like green bay trees. But the
Word of God is consistent in declaring
that, contrary to all appearances, they do
not really get away with it: there are in
heaven records of misdeeds, of men
and nations, and ultimately judgment
will be meted out by a righteous and
omnipotent God.”
Herbert F. Stevenson, Three Prophetic Voices:
Studies in Joel, Amos and Hosea (Old Tappan,
NJ: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1971), p. 56.

“The eyes of the
LORD are in
every place,
keeping watch
on the evil and
the good.”
- Proverbs 15:3
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“Behold, I am pressed under you, as a cart is pressed that is full of sheaves.”
Amos 2:13 (KJV)
51

"Now then, I will crush you as a cart crushes when loaded with grain”
Amos 2:13 (NIV)
52

How Do We Weary God?
“You have wearied the Lord with
your words. But you say, ‘How
have we wearied him?’ By saying,
‘Everyone who does evil is good in
the sight of the Lord, and he
delights in them.’ Or by asking,
‘Where is the God of justice?’”
- Malachi 2:17

“You have not brought me your
sheep for burnt offerings, or
honored me with your
sacrifices. I have not burdened
you with offerings, or wearied
you with frankincense. You have
not bought me sweet cane with
money, or satisfied me with the
fat of your sacrifices. But you
have burdened me with your
sins; you have wearied me with
your iniquities.”
- Isaiah 43:23-24
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The Covenant in Amos

“Some scholars have maintained that Amos makes no
reference to covenant. Like election, it is true that he avoids
the normal language, but a very cursory reading of the book
cannot avoid the impression that Amos’ thought is full of the
covenant and its forms.
The simple expressions ‘my people’ and ‘your God’ are drawn
directly from the covenant. The Mosaic covenant is based on a
careful balancing of promises and demands from
God….Judgment, as he pictures it, is covenant judgment. But
there is no sign of repentance or recommitment from Israel.
Thus forgiveness is impossible and the judgment must be carried
out.”
John D.W. Watts, Studying The Book of Amos (Nashville, TN: Broadman Press, 1966),
p. 89.
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“Whatcha Talkin’ About Willis?”

“Have you utterly rejected Judah? Does your soul loathe
Zion? Why have you struck us down so that there is no
healing for us? We looked for peace, but no good came; for
a time of healing, but behold, terror. We acknowledge our
wickedness, O LORD, and the iniquity of our fathers, for we
have sinned against you.
Do not spurn us, for your name’s sake; do not dishonor your
glorious throne; remember and do not break your covenant
with us. Are there any among the false gods of the nations
that can bring rain? Or can the heavens give showers? Are
you not he, O LORD our God? We set our hope on you, for
you do all these things.”
- Jeremiah 14:19-22
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Covenant
Lawsuit
The Hebrew word 'riv' or
'rib' is sometimes
translated "indictment" or
"controversy" and can
mean "a contest (personal
or legal)", and is found in
Deuteronomy 17:8; 19:17;
21:5; 25:1; 2 Samuel 15:2;
2 Chronicles 19:8; Isaiah
34:8; Jeremiah 25:31;
Ezekiel 44:24; Hosea 4:1;
Hosea 12:2; Micah 6:2
(twice).
“For this will be Yahweh's
day of vengeance, the year
of retribution in Zion's
lawsuit (riv).” Isaiah 34:8
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Covenant
Lawsuit
“Hear the word of the LORD, ye
children of Israel: for the LORD hath
a controversy with the inhabitants
of the land, because there is no
truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of
God in the land.” (Hosea 4:1)
“The LORD hath also a controversy
with Judah, and will punish Jacob
according to his ways; according to
his doings will he recompense him.”
(Hosea 12:2)

Covenant in
the Bible
• 272 verses
• 292 occurrences

“Hear what the Lord says: ‘Arise,
plead your case before the
mountains, and let the hills hear
your voice, hear ye, O
mountains, the LORD'S
controversy, and ye strong
foundations of the earth: for the
LORD hath a controversy with
his people, and he will plead
with Israel.” (Micah 6:1-2)
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Transgressing the Covenant
• “When ye have transgressed the
covenant of the LORD your God,
which he commanded you, and
have gone and served other
gods, and bowed yourselves to
them; then shall the anger of
the LORD be kindled against
you, and ye shall perish quickly
from off the good land which he
hath given unto you.”
- Joshua 23:16, KJV
•  פֶּ ַשׁעpeshaʻ, peh'-shah;
from H6586; a revolt (national,
moral or religious):—rebellion,
sin, transgression, trespass.
• Frequently, peshaʻ is translated
as rebellion in the Old
Testament

• “If there be found among you, within
any of thy gates which the LORD thy
God giveth thee, man or woman, that
hath wrought wickedness in the sight
of the LORD thy God, in transgressing
his covenant”
- Deuteronomy 17:2, KJV
• “Because they obeyed not the voice of
the LORD their God, but transgressed
his covenant, and all that Moses the
servant of the LORD commanded, and
would not hear them, nor do them.”
- 2 Kings 18:12
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Covenant Transgressions:
Did the NET Bible Get It Right?

• “This is what the LORD says:
‘Because Judah has committed
three covenant transgressions –
make that four! – I will not revoke
my decree of judgment. They
rejected the LORD's law; they did
not obey his commands. Their
false gods, to which their fathers
were loyal, led them astray.’”

• “Certainly when I punish Israel
for their covenant
transgressions, I will destroy
Bethel's altars. The horns of the
altar will be cut off and fall to
the ground.”
- Amos 3:14, NET Bible

- Amos 2:4, NET Bible
• “This is what the LORD says:
"Because Israel has committed
three covenant transgressions –
make that four! – I will not revoke
my decree of judgment. They sold
the innocent for silver, the needy
for a pair of sandals.”
- Amos 2:6, NET Bible
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“REBELLION”: Comparative Analysis
of the 8th Century B.C. Prophets
Prophet

Verse

Amos

“Come to Bethel and rebel; rebel even more at Gilgal!
Bring your sacrifices every morning, your tenths every three
days.” (Amos 4:4, HCSB)

Hosea

“They do not cry to me from the heart, but they wail upon their
beds; for grain and wine they gash themselves; they rebel
against me.” (Hosea 7:14)
“Set the trumpet to your lips! One like a vulture is over the
house of the LORD, because they have transgressed my
covenant and rebelled against my law.” (Hosea 8:1)

Micah
Isaiah

“You have neither heard nor understood; from of old your ears
have not been open. Well do I know how treacherous you are;
you were called a rebel from birth.” (Isaiah 48:8, NIV)
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Context of Sin and Judgment

“This cultural perspective hardens the hearts
and deafens the ears of those who embrace
it. Without absolute moral truth, there can
be no right and wrong. Without right and
wrong, there is no such thing as sin.
Without sin, there can be no such thing as
judgment and no such thing as
condemnation. If there is no condemnation,
there is no need for a Savior. This
progression renders the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ historically
unique – and eternally meaningless.”

George Barna, The Second Coming of the Church: A Blueprint
for Survival (Nashville, TN: Word Publishing, 1998), p. 62.
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“Hey Herb, whadda you think?”
Sir Herbert Butterfield (1900-1979),
professor of modern history at the
University of Cambridge, believed:

“Judgment in history falls heaviest on
those who come to think themselves
gods, who fly in the face of Providence
and history, who put their trust in manmade systems and worship the work of
their own hands, and who say that the
strength of their own right arm gave
them the victory.”
Herbert Butterfield, Christianity and History (London: G. Bell
and Sons Ltd., 1949), p. 60.
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History and Divine Judgment

“In the literal sense of the words,
Judgment is the justification of God’s ways to
Man….Scripture may be a mystery, but not a riddle.
The whole of history is a process of Judgment.
History is the materialization of God’s standing and
constant condemnation of man’s rebellion against
Him.”
- D.R. Davies, Divine Judgment in Human History (London: The Sheldon Press, 1943),
pp. 3-4.
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Sottish Children? Does sin exist?

D.R. Davies contended that, “History has taken our age by
the scruff of the neck and is forcing it to recognize the
reality of judgment. Divine judgment is an historic fact; a
contemporary, very contemporary, fact. The inability of
the modern, secularized mind to perceive the theological
nature of judgment is no longer a refuge from the fact
itself, which comes upon our world in the guise of
revolution, which our society can no longer escape.”

D.R. Davies, Divine Judgment in Human History (London: The Sheldon
Press, 1943), pp. 1-2.
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Amos 4:
“Yet You Have Not Returned to Me”

• 6“But I gave you also cleanness of teeth in all your cities
And lack of bread in all your places,
Yet you have not returned to Me,” declares the LORD.
7“Furthermore, I withheld the rain from you
While there were still three months until harvest.
Then I would send rain on one city
And on another city I would not send rain;
One part would be rained on,
While the part not rained on would dry up.
• 8“So two or three cities would stagger to another city to drink water,
But would not be satisfied;
Yet you have not returned to Me,” declares the LORD.
• 9“I smote you with scorching wind and mildew;
And the caterpillar was devouring
Your many gardens and vineyards, fig trees and olive trees;
Yet you have not returned to Me,” declares the LORD.
• 10“I sent a plague among you after the manner of Egypt;
I slew your young men by the sword along with your captured horses,
And I made the stench of your camp rise up in your nostrils;
Yet you have not returned to Me,” declares the LORD.
• 11“I overthrew you, as God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah,
And you were like a firebrand snatched from a blaze;
Yet you have not returned to Me,” declares the LORD.

1

2
3
4
5
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Signs of the Times?

“The glories of Jeroboam II
(793-753 B.C.) were at their
height when for discerning
men a warning cloud
appeared in the natural
visitations [Amos 4:6-10], which
were traditionally associated
with the wrath and judgment of
God.”
H.L. Ellison, The Prophets of Israel: From Ahijah to
Hosea (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans
Publishing Company, 1969), p. 62.

In Amos 4:6-10,
God repeats
5 times to Israel:
“yet you have
not returned to
me.”
68

REPENTANCE: Comparative Analysis of
the 8th Century B.C. Prophets
Prophet

Amos

Hosea
Micah
Isaiah

Verse

“‘I struck you with blight and mildew; your many gardens and
your vineyards, your fig trees and your olive trees the locust
devoured; yet you did not return to me,’ declares the
LORD.” (Amos 4:9)
“Will they not return to Egypt and will not Assyria rule over
them because they refuse to repent?” (Hosea 11:5, NIV)
“Therefore Israel will be abandoned until the time when she
who is in labor bears a son, and the rest of his brothers
return to join the Israelites.” (Micah 5:3, NIV)
“But the people have not returned to him who struck
them, nor have they sought the LORD Almighty.”
(Isaiah 9:13, NIV)
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Profound Rhetorical Question:
‘For Why Will You Die’?

“Say to them, As I live, declares the
Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the
death of the wicked, but that the
wicked turn from his way and live;
turn back, turn back from your evil ways,
for why will you die, O house of Israel?”
- Ezekiel 33:11

70

“Or do you presume on
the riches of his kindness
and forbearance and
patience, not knowing
that God’s kindness is
meant to lead you to
repentance?”
- Romans 2:4
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God Wants Us to Repent
“Opponents must
be gently instructed,
in the hope that God
will grant them
repentance leading
them to a
knowledge of the
truth”
- 2 Timothy 2:25

“I spread out my
hands all the day to
a rebellious people,
who walk in a way
that is not good,
following their own
devices”
- Isaiah 65:2
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“Repent or Perish”:
We’re All Prodigal Sons

“Now there were some present at that time
who told Jesus about the Galileans whose
blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices.
Jesus answered, “Do you think that these
Galileans were worse sinners than all the
other Galileans because they suffered this
way? I tell you, no! But unless you repent,
you too will all perish. Or those eighteen
who died when the tower in Siloam fell on
them—do you think they were more guilty
than all the others living in Jerusalem? I tell
you, no! But unless you repent, you too will
all perish.”
- Luke 13:1-5
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Are We Ever
Ashamed?
“Were they ashamed
when they had
committed abomination?
nay, they were not at all
ashamed, neither
could they blush:
therefore they shall
fall among them that fall:
at the time that
I visit them they shall be
cast down, saith
the LORD.”
- Jeremiah 6:15
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The Necessity for Repentance:
Forgiveness and Life
“‘For I have no
pleasure in the
death of anyone
who dies,’ declares
“Repent therefore,
the Lord GOD.
and turn back, that
‘Therefore, repent
your sins may be
and live’”
blotted out”
- Ezekiel 18:32
(NASB)

- Acts 3:19
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Examine Yourself

“But if we judged
ourselves rightly,
we would not be
judged.”
- 1 Corinthians 11:31 (NASB)
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Test Yourself

“Examine yourselves, to
see whether you are in
the faith. Test yourselves.
Or do you not realize this
about yourselves, that
Jesus Christ is in you?—
unless indeed you fail to
meet the test!”
- 2 Corinthians 13:5
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78
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Understanding Biblical Judgment
and Repentance
1. Background on Amos and His Times
2. Why Judge, the Surrounding Nations, followed by
Judah and Israel?
3. Why Judge Anyone at All?
4. Consequences in Failing to Repent
5. Necessity for True Repentance
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Considerations from the Book of Amos
•MONDAY

Understanding Biblical Judgment and Repentance

•TUESDAY

Esteeming Covenant Relationship and
the Family of God

•WEDNESDAY

Discerning Justice and Righteousness

•THURSDAY

Worshipping God In Spirit and In Truth

•FRIDAY

Preparing for the Day of the Lord and to Meet Our God
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Bro. Bill Yake
Arlington, Virginia
Bill.Yake@verizon.net
Unless otherwise noted, all verses cited from the English Standard Version (ESV)

1

Esteeming Covenant Relationship and
the Family of God
1. Significance of Israel’s Covenant Relationship
and the Biblical Concept of “Election”
2. Spiritual Amnesia: Forgetting God
3. Who are We?
4. Why It Matters?
5. Counting Our Blessings

2

The Sins Of the
Northern Kingdom of Israel
Amos 2:6-12 made a list of the sins for which God
was going to punish Israel (Ephraim):
1. Selling the righteous for silver, and the poor for a pair of shoes SLAVERY.
2. Man and father taking the same maid – IMMORALITY.
3. Profaning my holy name - BLASPHEMY.
4. Pledging by every altar, and drinking wine in the house of their
God - IDOLATRY.
5. Giving Nazarites strong drink, and forbidding prophets to
prophesy - REBELLION.

45

4

God’s Purpose Fulfilled in Families

“I will bless those who bless you,
and him who dishonors you I will
curse, and in you all the families
of the earth shall be blessed.”
- Genesis 12:3

“You are the sons of the prophets
and of the covenant that God
made with your fathers, saying to
Abraham, ‘And in your offspring
shall all the families of the earth
be blessed.’”
- Acts 3:25

• “‘In your seed all the nations of
the earth shall be blessed, because
you have obeyed My voice.’”
- Genesis 22:18
“And the Scripture, foreseeing that
God would justify the Gentiles by
faith, preached the gospel
beforehand to Abraham, saying, ‘In
you shall all the nations be
blessed.’”
- Galatians 3:8

5

ADOPTION OF GENTILES: Comparative
Analysis of the 8th Century B.C. Prophets
Prophet

Verse

Amos

“That they may possess the remnant of Edom, and of all the
heathen, which are called by my name, saith the LORD that doeth
this.” (Amos 9:12, KJV) cp. Acts 15:17

Hosea

“I will plant her for myself in the land; I will show my love to the one I
called ‘Not my loved one.’ I will say to those called ‘Not my people,’
‘You are my people’; and they will say, ‘You are my God.’”
(Hosea 2:23)

Micah

“and many nations shall come, and say: “Come, let us go up to the
mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may
teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of
Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.”
(Micah 4:2)

Isaiah

“these I will bring to my holy mountain and give them joy in my house of
7
prayer. Their burnt offerings and sacrifices will be accepted on my altar;
for my house will be called a house of prayer for all nations.”
(Isaiah 56:7, NIV)

“So now you Gentiles are no longer
strangers and foreigners. You are
citizens along with all of God's holy
people. You are members of God's
family.”
- Ephesians 2:19 (NLT)

8

Who We Are: Spiritual Identity
“For ye are all the
children of God by
faith in Christ Jesus.”

- Galatians 3:26 (KJV)
9

Crumbling Foundations
of the Family: Atomistism

• As individualism and impiety spread, the ideological foundations of the
domestic family are undermined, leading to the atomistic family. In an
atomistic society (as seen in ancient Greece and Rome), the following
occurs:
• Marriage is seen as a temporary and socially unimportant contract
between independent individuals
• Divorce becomes common
• Adultery loses its stigma
• Sexual perversions of all sorts come to be accepted and even celebrated
• Children rebel against their parents
• Childbearing comes to be seen as a burden, and the population
implodes
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The Preeminence of the
Individual Over Everything
• Harvard University sociologist Carle C. Zimmerman
(1897-1983) believed that, “The atomistic family,
when it attains complete dominance, is the
accompaniment of dying cultures.”
• Carle C. Zimmerman, Family and Civilization (New York and London:
Harper & Brothers, 1947), p. 801.

• An atom is smallest particle in an element that has
the properties of the element. It is not possible to
breakdown the atom further retaining the
properties of the element. Atoms are not visible to
the naked eye and are the basic building blocks.

11

“Election, as known in Israel, exists within a framework of
covenant….Within this framework of covenant election,
salvation is conditioned upon the prophet’s response in faith
and obedience to the revelation of God’s will in his law. But
the possibility of judgment in the event of infidelity or
disobedience is present within the covenant from the
beginning. It is this which Amos emphasizes in complete
agreement with the Mosaic legislation.”
John D.W. Watts, Studying The Book of Amos (Nashville, TN: Broadman Press, 1966), pp. 42-43.
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Who We Are: Spiritual Identity
“Beloved, we are God’s
children now, and what
we will be has not yet
appeared; but we know
that when he appears
we shall be like him,
because we shall see him
as he is.”
- 1 John 3:2

13

All In The Family

“For you did not receive the
spirit of slavery to fall back
into fear, but you have received
the Spirit of adoption as sons,
by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!”
The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we
are children of God,
and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow
heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order
that we may also be glorified with him.”
- Romans 8:15-17

14

Our Family: Household of Faith
“So then, as we
have opportunity,
let us do good to
everyone, and
especially to
those who are of
the household of
faith.”

15

- Galatians 6:10

16

The Condition of Our Flock?
• It is the duty of all ecclesial
shepherds to first and foremost
tend to the following in need:
•
•
•
•
•

The Lost
The Strayed
The Weak
The Sick
The Injured

• “Know well the condition of your
flocks, and give attention to your
herds”
- Proverbs 27:23

17

“Hear this word that the LORD has spoken against you,
O people of Israel, against the whole family that I brought up
out of the land of Egypt…. Did I not bring up Israel
from the land of Egypt?”
- Amos 3:1 and Amos 9:7

18

Why The Wilderness?

Regarding the statement in Amos 2:10, one
writes: “Perhaps you looked at your own life
and decided it was not much more than a
journey through the wilderness, full of
disappointments, sorrow and bitterness.
Maybe you’ve suffered thirty or forty years or
even fifty years of pain and disappointment!
But consider how all affliction counts as
blessings in heaven’s eyes. God put you
through so much hardship not to torment you
– as it sometimes seems – but to sanctify you
and prepare you for your inheritance, to get
you ready to ‘take possession of the
Amorite’s country.’ Without this preparation,
you simply won’t be ready for life on the new
earth.”
Herman Veldkamp, The Farmer From Tekoa:
On The Book of Amos (St. Catharines, ON:
Paideia Press, 1977), p. 79.

“Also it was I who
brought you up
out of the land of
Egypt and led you
forty years in the
wilderness, to
possess the land
of the Amorite.”
- Amos 2:10
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The Purpose of ‘The Wilderness’
“And you shall remember the whole way
that the Lord your God has led you these
forty years in the wilderness, that he
might humble you, testing you to know
what was in your heart, whether you
would keep his commandments or not….
who led you through the great and
terrifying wilderness, with its fiery
serpents and scorpions and thirsty
ground where there was no water, who
brought you water out of the flinty rock,
who fed you in the wilderness with
manna that your fathers did not know,
that he might humble you and test you,
to do you good in the end.
- Deuteronomy 8:2, 15-16

20

“Found Grace in the Wilderness”
“Thus says the Lord: “The people who
survived the sword found grace in the
wilderness; when Israel sought for rest,
the Lord appeared to him from far
away. I have loved you with an
everlasting love; therefore I have
continued my faithfulness to you.
Again I will build you, and you shall be
built, O virgin Israel! Again you shall
adorn yourself with tambourines and
shall go forth in the dance of the
merrymakers.”
- Jeremiah 31:2-4

21

“THE WILDERNESS”: Comparative Analysis
of the 8th Century B.C. Prophets
Prophet

Amos

Hosea
Micah
Isaiah

Verse

“Also it was I who brought you up out of the land of Egypt
and led you forty years in the wilderness, to possess the
land of the Amorite.” (Amos 2:10)
“I cared for you in the wilderness, in the land of burning
heat.” (Hosea 13:5, NIV)
“For I brought you up from the land of Egypt and
redeemed you from the house of slavery, and I sent
before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.” (Micah 6:4)
“Was it not You who dried up the sea, the waters of the
great deep, who made the depths of the sea a way for the
redeemed to pass over?” (Isaiah 51:10)
18

Feeling Empty?
“Those psychiatrists who are
not superficial have come to
the conclusion that the vast
neurotic misery of the world
could be termed a neurosis of
emptiness. Men cut
themselves off from the root
of their being, from God, and
then life turns empty, inane,
meaningless, without
purpose. So when God goes,
goal goes. When goal goes,
meaning goes. When
meaning goes, value goes,
and life turns dead on our
hands.”
- Austrian psychologist Carl Jung (18751961) in a letter to Dr. E. Stanley Jones
(1884-1973)
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Everyone Needs Someone

“God makes a home for the lonely; He
leads out the prisoners into prosperity,
only the rebellious dwell in a parched land.”
- Psalm 68:6 (NASB)

25

Have You Ever Felt Like This?

“Listen to my prayer, O God, do not
ignore my plea; hear me and answer
me. My thoughts trouble me and I am
distraught because of what my enemy
is saying, because of the threats of
the wicked; for they bring down
suffering on me and assail me in their
anger.

My heart is in anguish within me;
the terrors of death have fallen on me.
Fear and trembling have beset me;
horror has overwhelmed me.
I said, ‘Oh, that I had the wings of a dove! I would fly away and be at
rest. I would flee far away and stay in the desert; I would hurry to
my place of shelter, far from the tempest and storm.’”
- Psalm 55:4-8

26

‘Out of Egypt’
God constantly
reminds the Jewish
people that, “I the
Lord am your God
who brought you
out of the Land of
Egypt, the house of
bondage”
(Exodus 20:2)
This phrase and
variants appears
about 125 times in
the Old Testament.

27

12

Joy in Our New Relationship
“And not only so, but
we also joy in God
through our Lord
Jesus Christ, by whom
we have now received
the atonement.”
- Romans 5:11
29

“Excuse me, but forget about that?”
“For whoever lacks
these qualities is
so nearsighted that
he is blind, having
forgotten that he
was cleansed from
his former sins.”
- 2 Peter 1:9

30

How Can We Forget God? Easy.

“Can a virgin forget
her ornaments, or a
bride her attire?
Yet my people have
forgotten me days
without number.”
- Jeremiah 2:32
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“Jeshurun Waxed Fat”
“But Jeshurun waxed fat, and
kicked: thou art waxen fat, thou
art grown thick, thou art
covered with fatness; then he
forsook God which made him,
and lightly esteemed the Rock
of his salvation.”
- Deuteronomy 32:15 (KJV)
Jeshurun:
Many commentators believe
that its root etymology
relates to “uprightness”

“And they captured fortified cities
and a rich land, and took
possession of houses full of all
good things, cisterns already
hewn, vineyards, olive orchards
and fruit trees in abundance. So
they ate and were filled and
became fat and delighted
themselves in your great
goodness.
Nevertheless, they were
disobedient and rebelled against
you and cast your law behind
their back and killed your
prophets, who had warned them
in order to turn them back to
you, and they committed great
blasphemies.”
- Nehemiah 9:25-26
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“…we have
forgotten God”
From a proclamation issued March 30, 1863, for
a national day of fasting and prayer to be
observed on April 30, 1863, President Abraham
Lincoln (1809-1865) declared that:
But we have forgotten God. We have
forgotten the gracious hand which preserved
us in peace, and multiplied and enriched and
strengthened us; and we have vainly imagined,
in the deceitfulness of our hearts, that all
these blessings were produced by some
superior wisdom and virtue of our own.
Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have
become too self-sufficient to feel the necessity
of redeeming and preserving grace, too proud
to pray to the God that made us!
It behooves us then, to humble ourselves
before the offended Power, to confess our
national sins, and to pray for clemency and
forgiveness.”

33

“…men have forgotten God…”
“More than half a century ago, while I was still a child, I recall hearing a number of
older people offer the following explanation for the great disasters that had
befallen Russia: Men have forgotten God; that's why all this has happened.
“Since then I have spent well-nigh fifty years working on the history of our
Revolution; in the process I have read hundreds of books, collected hundreds of
personal testimonies, and have already contributed eight volumes of my own
toward the effort of clearing away the rubble left by that upheaval. But if I were
asked today to formulate as concisely as possible the main cause of the ruinous
Revolution that swallowed up some sixty million of our people, I could not put it
more accurately than to repeat: Men have forgotten God; that's why all this has
happened.
“What is more, the events of the Russian Revolution can only be understood now,
at the end of the century, against the background of what has since occurred in
the rest of the world. What emerges here is a process of universal significance.
And if I were called upon to identify briefly the principal trait of the entire
twentieth century, here too, I would be unable to find anything more precise and
pithy than to repeat once again: Men have forgotten God.”
- Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, “Men Have Forgotten God” – The Templeton Address,
May 10, 1983 – speech delivered at Buckingham Palace upon receipt of the
Templeton Prize for Progress in Religion. http://www.roca.org/OA/36/36h.htm
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ADULTERY: Comparative Analysis of
the 8th Century B.C. Prophets

Prophet
Amos

Hosea
Micah

Isaiah

Verse

“Therefore thus says the LORD: ‘Your wife shall be a
prostitute in the city....’” (Amos 7:17)
“They are all adulterers; they are like a heated oven whose
baker ceases to stir the fire, from the kneading of the dough
until it is leavened.” (Hosea 7:4)
“All her carved images shall be beaten to pieces, all her
wages shall be burned with fire, and all her idols I will lay
waste, for from the fee of a prostitute she gathered them,
and to the fee of a prostitute they shall return”
(Micah 1:7)
“You have committed adultery on every high mountain.
There you have worshiped idols and have been unfaithful to35
me.” (Isaiah 57:7, NLT)
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JACOB: Comparative Analysis of
the 8th Century B.C. Prophets

Prophet
Amos

Hosea

Micah
Isaiah

Verse

“Then I cried out, ‘Sovereign LORD, I beg you, stop!
How can Jacob survive? He is so small!’” (Amos 7:5, NIV)
“Even in the womb, Jacob struggled with his brother;
when he became a man, he even fought with God. Yes, he
wrestled with the angel and won. He wept and pleaded for a
blessing from him. there at Bethel he met God face to face,
and God spoke to him” (Hosea 12:3-4)
“You will show faithfulness to Jacob and steadfast love to
Abraham, as you have sworn to our fathers from the days of
old.” (Micah 7:20)
“But thou, Israel, art my servant, Jacob whom I have
chosen, the seed of Abraham my friend.” (Isaiah 41:8, KJV)37

This Might Change Your Life

“Don't be selfish;
don't try to impress
others. Be humble,
thinking of others
as better than
yourselves.”
- Philippians 2:3
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God Swore By His Holiness

The Lord God has sworn by His holiness" (Amos 4:2). Although not in
the habit of swearing oaths—His Word is sufficient—God sometimes
does so to focus on the seriousness of a pronouncement. As the writer
of Hebrews says, "For when God made a promise to Abraham, because
He could swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself" (Hebrews
6:13).
What does God see in Israel that so affronts Him that He has to swear
"by His holiness"? Israel had every opportunity that the Gentiles did
not have: His calling, His promises, His Word, His laws.
He gave the Israelites these gifts to help them develop into His sons and
daughters, but God sees them as diametrically opposite of Himself.
Should not God expect to see some of His characteristics in His
children? He saw no family resemblance among the children of Israel
during the time of Amos.
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Some Ways God
Blessed Israel

1. “‘And what other nation is so great as
to have such righteous decrees and
laws as this body of laws I am setting
before you today?’” (Deuteronomy 4:8, NIV)
2. “…the Jews were entrusted with the oracles of God”
(Romans 3:2)
3. “They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory,
the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the
promises.” (Romans 9:4)
4. “I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God's grace
given me through the working of his power.” (Ephesians 3:7, NIV)
5. “…he has granted to us his precious and very great promises”
(2 Peter 1:4)
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Is God Blind and Indifferent?

• “At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will
punish the men who are complacent, those who say in their
hearts, ‘The LORD will not do good, nor will he do ill.’”
(Zephaniah 1:12)
• “Then He said to me, "Son of man, do you see what the
elders of the house of Israel are committing in the dark, each
man in the room of his carved images? For they say, 'The
LORD does not see us; the LORD has forsaken the land.'“
(Ezekiel 8:12)
• “Then he said to me, “The guilt of the house of Israel and
Judah is exceedingly great. The land is full of blood, and the
city full of injustice. For they say, ‘The LORD has forsaken the
land, and the LORD does not see.’” (Ezekiel 9:9)
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Is God Blind and Indifferent?

• He says in his heart, “God has forgotten, he has hidden his
face, he will never see it.” (Psalm 10:11)
• “They slay the widow and the stranger and murder the
orphans. They have said, ‘The LORD does not see, Nor does
the God of Jacob pay heed.’ Pay heed, you senseless among
the people; and when will you understand, stupid ones?”
(Psalm 94:6-8)
• “Woe to those who go to great depths to hide their plans
from the LORD, who do their work in darkness and think,
‘Who sees us? Who will know?’” (Isaiah 29:15, NIV)
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What Do You
Mean?

“Does a bird
swoop down
to a trap on the
ground when no bait is there?
Does a trap spring up from the
ground if it has not caught
anything?”
- Amos 3:5
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Amos 3: Riddle Me This

“These two questions have roughly the same
purpose as the two questions about lions.
The lion will not roar until it is sure of
getting something to eat. The snare does
not snap shut unless some foolish bird has
ventured inside. In different keys and
variations, Amos keeps making the same
point: the judgment is irrevocable, and the
punishment has already been decided….Here
Amos is using prophetic irony. He compares
Israel to a stupid bird. The bird sees a
tempting piece of bait and goes after it. It
eats the bait with great pleasure, but at the
same time seals its death, for as it is calmly
eating, the trap snaps shut. This is the bitter
irony of heaven!”

“Ephraim is
like a dove,
silly and
without
sense,
calling to
Egypt, going
to Assyria.”

Herman Veldkamp, The Farmer From Tekoa: On The
Book of Amos (St. Catharines, ON: Paideia Press,
1977), p. 96.

- Hosea 7:11
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Amos 3:3-6: God Poses 7 Questions

Amos 3:3-6 contains seven consecutive questions. After the first one (Amos 3:3),
the remaining three pairs of questions consist of a sequence of "before" and
"after" illustrations:
• When a lion roars (Amos 3:4), he is warning others of his presence—there
is still time to escape. When a young lion cries out of his den, however, he
is content because he has killed and eaten. It is too late to escape.
• Birds cannot fall into a snare when there is no trap (Amos 3:5), but the
trap always springs when one walks into it.
• The trumpet warns of danger coming (Amos 3:6), but it cannot sound if
the watchman is already dead and the city has been taken.
The Lord has done what He warned He would do. While the threat is being
made, one can still escape, but once judgment begins, it is too late. But there
came a point in Israel's history that it was too late. The die had been cast.
Repentance was no longer possible. The trumpet blew, the trap sprang, the lion
pounced.
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Rhetorical Questions for Israel

Amos presents a series of rhetorical questions that demonstrate cause and effect. Amos 3:7
summarizes the argument: “Indeed the Lord God does nothing, without revealing His counsel
to His servants the prophets.” (Deut. 29:29 cf. Gen. 18:11-18)
1.

Nothing by Chance: “Can two walk together unless they are agreed?” If you see two
people walking together, you assume that both planning and agreement were involved.
(I Ki 18:21) Israel was obviously not walking together with God. (2 Cor. 6:14-16)

2.

No False Warnings: “Will a lion roar in the forest when he has no prey?” For a lion to
roar prematurely would simply frighten the prey away. (I Pet. 5:8)

3.

No Empty Threats: “Will a bird fall into a snare on the earth, where there is not trap for
it” God does not promise what He cannot deliver. (Mark 10:27)

4.

No False Security: “If a trumpet is blown in a city, will not the people be afraid?” A
watchman blows a trumpet in the event of attack upon the city. The sound of the
trumpet was unique, authoritative, and ominous. Amos was the trumpet of God. The
people should be just as frightened of his prophetic message.

5.

No Mistaken Message: “A lion had roared!...The Lord has spoken!”
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Amos 3: Divine Amazement

“The problem God is
struggling with is not the
complexity of the
questions themselves but
why man cannot answer
these childlike, simple
questions – or why he
doesn’t want to answer
them. This is something
which amazes heaven.”
Herman Veldkamp, The Farmer
From Tekoa: On The Book of Amos
(St. Catharines, ON: Paideia Press,
1977), p. 93.
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Amos 3: Where is God?

• To bring about His purpose, God is active in His creation, especially among
His people, whether natural or spiritual Israel. “If there is calamity in a city,
will not the Lord have done it?” (Amos 3:6).
• Is God involved in our lives? Do things happen by chance to the people of God?

• This world would have you believe that God really is not aware, that He
does not care or even exist! But He says, “I form the light and create
darkness, I make peace and create calamity; I, the Lord, do all these things”
(Isaiah 45:7).
• Is God involved? “Are not two sparrows sold for a copper coin? And not one of
them falls to the ground apart from your Father's will. But the very hairs of your
head are all numbered” (Matthew 10:29-30).
• Do we see God working in our lives? Events do not happen accidentally to God's
people, of whom God is very aware. He is very concerned and thus very involved.

45

Amos 3: “Therefore…”

• And behind all this is God, who sees our corruption and
warns us that the time is near.
• "Therefore thus says the Lord God: ‘An adversary shall
be all around the land; he shall sap your strength from
you, and your palaces shall be plundered'" (Amos 3:11).
"Therefore" connects the preceding verses with a
conclusion or result. Tumult, oppression, violence and
robbery beget weakness and destruction.
• Sin is inherently self-destructive. It holds out such
promise of pleasure and fulfillment, but contains
within it the seeds of destruction. Whatever is sown is
reaped.
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A Lion and a Bird:
What Does It Mean?
“Will a lion roar in the forest, when he hath no prey?
will a young lion cry out of his den, if he have taken
nothing? ...The lion hath roared, who will not fear? the
Lord GOD hath spoken, who can but prophesy?”
- Amos 3:4, 8
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Better? Really?
“Pass ye unto Calneh,
and see; and from
thence go ye to
Hamath the great:
then go down to Gath
of the Philistines: be
they better than
these kingdoms?"
- Amos 6:2
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The Covenant in Amos

“Some scholars have maintained that
Amos makes no reference to covenant.
Like election, it is true that he avoids the
normal language, but a very cursory
reading of the book cannot avoid the
impression that Amos’ thought is full of
the covenant and its forms.

The simple expressions ‘my people’ and
‘your God’ are drawn directly from the
covenant. The Mosaic covenant is based
on a careful balancing of promises and
demands from God….Judgment, as he
pictures it, is covenant judgment. But
there is no sign of repentance or
recommitment from Israel. Thus
forgiveness is impossible and the judgment
must be carried out.”
John D.W. Watts, Studying The Book of Amos
(Nashville, TN: Broadman Press, 1966), p. 89.
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‘The House of Isaac’

“Amos is the only prophet who
speaks of the ‘house of Isaac’
in parallel to ‘Israel’ (Amos
7:16) and of the ‘high places of
Isaac’ in parallel to the
‘sanctuaries of Israel’ (Amos
7:9). Even in the rest of the Old
Testament too this sort of
expression is quite unusual.”
Hans Walter Wolff, Amos the Prophet: The
Man and His Background. Translated
from the German by Foster R. McCurley
(Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1973), pp.
78-79.
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God’s Indictment of Israel

“He launches an indictment,
general but definite, fierce,
and biting, against the wrong
conditions in the land, the
injustice, the luxury, the
debauchery, the godlessness;
and he prophesies ruin for
church and state, a ruin in
which palaces and temples
shall be alike involved
(Amos 3:9-15).”

William Pierson Merrill, Prophets of the
Dawn: Amos, Hosea, Isaiah, Micah: The
Beginnings of the Religion of the Spirit
(New York and Chicago: Fleming H. Revell
Company, 1927), p. 55.

“‘Present your case,’
says the LORD. ‘Set
forth your
arguments,’ says
Jacob's King”
- Isaiah 41:21 (NIV)
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INDICTMENT: Comparative Analysis of
the 8th Century B.C. Prophets
Prophet

Amos

Hosea
Micah

Isaiah

Verse

“‘Hear and testify against the house of Jacob,’ declares
the Lord GOD, the God of hosts. For on the day that I punish
Israel's transgressions, I will also punish the altars of Bethel;
The horns of the altar will be cut off And they will fall to the
ground” (Amos 3:13-14)
“The LORD has an indictment against Judah and will
punish Jacob according to his ways; he will repay him
according to his deeds.” (Hosea 12:2 cf. Hosea 4:1)
“Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the LORD, and
you enduring foundations of the earth, for the LORD has an
indictment against his people, and he will contend with
Israel.” (Micah 6:2)
58
“For our transgressions are multiplied before you, and
our sins testify against us; for our transgressions are with
us, and we know our iniquities” (Isaiah 59:12)

Basis of Condemnation in Amos

“The first thing that
becomes clear, when
reading the book of Amos,
is that he is a very angry
prophet. He freely and in
great detail condemns the
people of Israel for their
social injustices and their
unorthodox worship
practices.”
Victor H. Matthews, The Hebrew
Prophets and Their Social World: An
Introduction (Grand Rapids, MI:
Baker Academic, 2012), p. 81.

59

Trial Witnesses: Ashdod and Egypt
• Two Witnesses: “Proclaim
in the palaces of Ashdod
and in the palaces in the
land of Egypt, and say
‘Assemble on the
mountains of Samaria’…”
(Amos 3:9)

• Deuteronomy 17:6 requires at least two witnesses
for the death penalty to be imposed. The heathen
nations of Philistia (Ashdod) and Egypt are not
judging but rather witnessing the trial of Israel.
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Call Forth The Witnesses

“Announce this to the
leaders of Philistia
and to the great ones
of Egypt: ‘Take your
seats now on the hills
around Samaria, and
witness the chaos and
oppression in Israel.’”
- Amos 3:9 (NLT)
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Call Forth The Witnesses

“The covenant lawsuit theme is
evident in this brief message
[Amos 3:9-10]. God summons
witnesses to hear Him plead His
case against Samaria, a city that
has become notorious for its
violence and oppression. The
witnesses are the Philistines
and the Egyptians, both ancient
enemies of Israel. In spite of
their pagan background, they
will be shocked by what they
see in Samaria.”
Page H. Kelley, Amos: Prophet of Social
Justice (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book
House, 1966/1972), p. 59.
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Amos 3:12: Judgment to Follow

Amos refers to part of the Old
Covenant: "If it is torn to pieces by
an animal, then he shall bring it as
evidence, and he shall not make
good what was torn" (Exodus
22:13). If a lamb was stolen from
the flock, the shepherd had to
repay the owner for it. If a lamb
was attacked and devoured by a
beast, however, he had to bring
proof that he had not stolen it
himself. He had to show evidence
that what had previously existed
had been destroyed.

“Thus says the Lord:
‘As a shepherd takes
from the mouth of a
lion two legs or a
piece of an ear, so
shall the children of
Israel be taken out
who dwell in
Samaria—in the corner
of a bed and on the
edge of a couch!’”
- Amos 3:12
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Amos 3:12
Consider the Law of Moses

Whenever Israel is destroyed,
the evidence of her demise
will not be a leg or part of an
ear, but bits of furniture like
couches and beds. When
others look for proof of this
great nation's fate, they will
find all the accouterments of
opulence, luxury, selfindulgence, indolence—
products of their self-concern
and self-satisfaction. But they
will find no effects of godly
spirituality—righteousness,
justice and mercy.

“Thus says the Lord:
‘As a shepherd takes
from the mouth of a
lion two legs or a piece
of an ear, so shall the
children of Israel be
taken out who dwell
in Samaria—in the
corner of a bed and on
the edge of a couch!’”
- Amos 3:12
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What Does That
Verse Mean?
“It is to be observed that
when a shepherd lost a
sheep given to his charge,
he was required by
ancient law to account for
it. If it was lost to a wild
animal, a part of a leg
bone or a piece of an ear
served as evidence of its
destruction. This served
to allay suspicion that the
shepherd may have sold it
for his own gain.”
John D.W. Watts, Studying The Book
of Amos (Nashville, TN: Broadman
Press, 1966), p. 44.

“Thus says the LORD: ‘As the

shepherd rescues from the
mouth of the lion two legs,
or a piece of an ear, so shall
the people of Israel who
dwell in Samaria be rescued,
with the corner of a couch
and part of a bed.’”
- Amos 3:12
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EXILE: Comparative Analysis of
the 8th Century B.C. Prophets
Prophet

Verse

Amos

“Therefore you will be among the first to go into exile; your feasting
and lounging will end…. For this is what Amos is saying: "'Jeroboam
will die by the sword, and Israel will surely go into exile, away from
their native land.” (Amos 6:7, Amos 7:11, NIV)

Hosea

“My God will reject them because they have not obeyed
him; they will be wanderers among the nations.” (Hosea 9:17, NIV)
“Writhe and groan like a woman in labor, you people of Jerusalem, for
now you must leave this city to live in the open country. You will soon
be sent in exile to distant Babylon. But the LORD will rescue you
there; he will redeem you from the grip of your enemies.”
(Micah 4:10, NLT)
“Therefore my people go into exile for lack of knowledge; their
honored men go hungry, and their multitude is parched with thirst.”
(Isaiah 5:13)

Micah

Isaiah

59
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REMNANT: Comparative Analysis of
the 8th Century B.C. Prophets
Notable Phrase in Amos:
“The Remnant of Joseph”
Prophet

Amos

Verse

“Hate evil, and love good, and establish justice in the gate; it may be
that the LORD, the God of hosts, will be gracious to the remnant of
Joseph” (Amos 5:15)

Hosea
Micah
Isaiah

“Therefore will he give them up, until the time that she which travaileth
hath brought forth: then the remnant of his brethren shall return
unto the children of Israel.” (Micah 5:3, KJV cp. Romans 9:27)
“For though your people Israel be as the sand of the sea, only a
remnant of them will return. Destruction is decreed, overflowing with
righteousness.” (Isaiah 10:22)
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“Hear this word, you cows of
Bashan, who are on the mountain
of Samaria, who oppress the poor,
who crush the needy, who say to
your husbands, ‘Bring, that we may
drink!’”
69

- Amos 4:1

“Did I Read That Correctly?”

“But God’s prophets are not in the business of
calling people names. Here, too, Amos’s words
were intended as an expression of holy indignation;
they represented a proclamation of judgment.

The point of comparison between the women of
Samaria, on the one hand, and cows and fish, on
the other, had nothing to do with outward
appearance or intelligence. What drew the
prophet’s attention was not rationality but
morality. Again and again he spoke out against the ethical degeneration of the
people of his time; he was uncompromising in his denunciation of the moral decay
and increasing lawlessness.
Things were bad enough among the men: ‘A man and his father go in to the same
maiden, so that my holy name is profaned’ (Amos 2:7). But the women weren’t
making things any better.”
Herman Veldkamp, The Farmer From Tekoa: On The Book of Amos (St. Catharines, ON: Paideia Press, 1977), p.
121.
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The Influence
of Women in Our Lives

“Amos knew that a nation’s
character is largely determined
by the quality of its
womanhood. If they are cruel,
or careless, or unwomanly, then
the nation’s well-being is
threatened. The women of
Samaria had made pleasure
their chief goal in life. Paul’s
admonition to the women at
Ephesus was that they
remember that ‘she that liveth
in pleasure is dead while she
liveth’ (1 Timothy 5:6).”
Page H. Kelley, Amos: Prophet of Social
Justice (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book
House, 1966/1972), p. 64.
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The Power of Women in Our Lives
• In the United States,
women have traditionally
been the guardians of moral
standards. In general,
women have had high
standards, while many men
have held double
standards. Amos, however,
shows that the women of
his day had slipped so far
that they were “leading the
pack” in immorality.

• “Woe to the wicked! It will go
badly with him, For what he
deserves will be done to him.
O My people! Their
oppressors are children, and
women rule over them. O
My people! Those who
guide you lead you astray
and confuse the direction of
your paths. The LORD arises
to contend, and stands to
judge the people.”
- Isaiah 3:11-13, NASB
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Great and Precious Promises:
Isaac, Jacob and Joseph
“The repeated use of the names of the
patriarchs, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph, in this
section of the book, is particularly
impressive. It is as if God determinedly
recalls the early days of His ‘espousals’
with the children of Israel, the high hopes
and ‘first love’ of those days. Alas that
their apostasy brought them to this hour
of doom: yet His promises to the fathers
were never forgotten, and the very use of
their names seems a pledge that He will
yet fulfil His purposes as promised to
them, despite the failings of their
descendants. Albeit through a despised
‘remnant,’ He would bring to pass all that
He had foretold to Abraham and his seed.”
Herbert F. Stevenson, Three Prophetic Voices: Studies in
Joel, Amos and Hosea (Old Tappan, NJ: Fleming H. Revell
Company, 1971), p. 82.
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• “One who loves a pure heart and who
speaks with grace will have the king for a
friend.”
- Proverbs 22:11
• “So the servant came and reported these
things to his master. Then the master of
the house became angry and said to his
servant, ‘Go out quickly to the streets and
lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and
crippled and blind and lame.’”
- Luke 14:21

• “All those who were in distress
or in debt or discontented
gathered around him, and he
became their commander.
About four hundred men were
with him.”
- 1 Samuel 22:2
• “You are my friends if you do
what I command you.”
- John 15:14
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“Does a lion roar in
the forest, when he
has no prey? Does a
young lion cry out
from his den, if he has
taken nothing?”
- Amos 3:4
75
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“Then the king will be attracted by your beauty. After all, he is
your master! Submit to him!” - Psalm 45:11 (NET Bible)
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Esteeming Covenant Relationship and
the Family of God
1. Significance of Israel’s Covenant Relationship
and the Biblical Concept of “Election”
2. Spiritual Amnesia: Forgetting God
3. Who are We?
4. Why It Matters?
5. Counting Our Blessings
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1
Unless otherwise noted, all verses cited from the English Standard Version (ESV)

Justice and Righteousness
1. Reasons for Judgment on Israel in Amos’ Time
2. Israel’s Failure to Repent
3. Dirge and Obituary for the “Living”
4. Justice and Righteousness
5. Seek Good and Seek God

2

Matters of Truth and Falsehood:
Warning to Israel and Judah
“Yet the Lord warned Israel and Judah by every
prophet and every seer, saying, ‘Turn from your evil
ways and keep my commandments and my
statutes…. But they would not listen, but were
stubborn, as their fathers had been, who did not
believe in the Lord their God. They despised his
statutes and his covenant that he made with their
fathers and the warnings that he gave them. They
went after false idols and became false…. And they
abandoned all the commandments of the Lord their
God”
- 2 Kings 17:13-16

3

King David’s Last Song
“The God of Israel
has spoken; the Rock
of Israel has said to
me: When one rules
justly over men,
ruling in the fear of
God”

4

- 2 Samuel 23:3

5

FEAR OF GOD: Comparative Analysis
of the 8th Century B.C. Prophets
Prophet

Verse

Amos

“The lion has roared; who will not fear? The Lord GOD
has spoken; who can but prophesy?” (Amos 3:8)

Hosea

“For now they will say: “We have no king, for we do not
fear the LORD; and a king—what could he do for us?”
(Hosea 10:3)
“The voice of Yahweh calls out to the city (and it is wise
to fear Your name):" Pay attention to the rod and the One
who ordained it.” (Micah 6:9, HCSB)

Micah

Isaiah

“The LORD Almighty is the one you are to regard as holy,
He is the one you are to fear, He is the one you are to
dread.” (Isaiah 8:13, NIV)

5

SIN: Comparative Analysis of
the 8th Century B.C. Prophets
Prophet

Amos

Hosea
Micah
Isaiah

Verse

“Behold, the eyes of the Lord GOD are upon the sinful kingdom,
and I will destroy it from the surface of the ground, except that
I will not utterly destroy the house of Jacob,” declares the LORD.”
(Amos 9:8)
“The LORD says, ‘O Israel, ever since Gibeah, there has been
only sin and more sin! You have made no progress
whatsoever. Was it not right that the wicked men of Gibeah were
attacked?’” (Hosea 10:9, NLT)
“All this is for the transgression of Jacob and for the sins of the
house of Israel. What is the transgression of Jacob?
Is it not Samaria? And what is the high place of Judah?
Is it not Jerusalem?” (Micah 1:5)
“You meet him who rejoices in doing righteousness, Who
remembers You in Your ways. Behold, You were angry, for we 7
sinned, We continued in them a long time; And shall we be
saved?” (Isaiah 64:5)

CORRUPTION: Comparative Analysis of
the 8th Century B.C. Prophets
Prophet

Amos

Hosea
Micah
Isaiah

Verse

“For I know how many are your transgressions and how
great are your sins— you who afflict the righteous, who
take a bribe, and turn aside the needy in the gate.”
(Amos 5:12)
“They have deeply corrupted themselves as in the days
of Gibeah: he will remember their iniquity; he will punish
their sins.” (Hosea 9:9)
“Arise and depart, for this is not your rest because it is
polluted; it has become corrupted and with a great
corruption” (Micah 2:10, Jubilee Bible 2000)
“Ah, sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, offspring of
evildoers, children who deal corruptly! They have forsaken
8
the LORD, they have despised the Holy One of Israel, they
are utterly estranged.” (Isaiah 1:4)

Corruption in Israel
During Amos’ Day
“For I know your
manifold
transgressions and
your mighty sins.
You afflict the just
and take bribes; you
divert the poor from
justice at the gate”
- Amos 5:12

9

“When the sentence for a
crime is not quickly
carried out, people's
hearts are filled with
schemes to do wrong.”
- Ecclesiastes 8:11 (NIV)

10

“Why, O LORD??”

“The oracle that Habakkuk the
1
prophet saw. O LORD, how long
shall I cry for help, and you will not hear?
Or cry to you ‘Violence!’ and you will
2
not save? Why do you make me see
iniquity, and why do you idly look at wrong? 3
Destruction and violence are before me; strife and
contention arise.
So the law is paralyzed, and justice never goes forth.
For the wicked surround the righteous; so justice
goes forth perverted.”
- Habakkuk 1:1-4
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Good and Evil

• “Seek good, and not evil, that you
may live; and so the LORD, the God
of hosts, will be with you, as you
have said.” (Amos 5:14)
• “Woe to those who call evil good
and good evil, who put darkness for
light and light for darkness, who put
bitter for sweet and sweet for
bitter!” (Isaiah 5:20)
• “But solid food is for the mature,
who by constant use have trained
themselves to distinguish good
from evil.” (Hebrews 5:14)
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“…my people are foolish…”
“The Lord has said that they
don’t even know how to do
right. They have become rich
from violence and robbery”
- Amos 3:10 (CEV)
“For my people are foolish;
they know me not; they are
stupid children; they have no
understanding. They are
‘wise’—in doing evil! But how
to do good they know not.”
- Jeremiah 4:22
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Moral Agnosticism:
Corruption of Character
As American novelist and philosopher
Ayn Rand (1905-1982) pointed out:
“Nothing can corrupt and
disintegrate a culture or a man’s
character as thoroughly as does the
precept of moral agnosticism, the
idea that one must never pass moral
judgment on others, that one must
be morally tolerant of anything, that
the good consists of never
distinguishing good from evil.”
Ayn Rand, The Virtue of Selfishness: A New
Concept of Egoism (New York: A Signet Book,
1961/1964), p. 82.
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Importance of a Godly Home

“No richer heritage can be
imparted to young people
than the influences of a
godly home. On the
other hand, an evil and
perverse generation
reproduces its evils in
magnified form in its
offspring. That tragedy
of Israel in the times of
Amos is ours today.”

Herbert F. Stevenson, Three Prophetic
Voices: Studies in Joel, Amos and Hosea
(Old Tappan, NJ: Fleming H. Revell
Company, 1971), p. 88.
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“Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their
conscience seared with a hot iron”
- 1 Timothy 4:2

16

Our Loss of
Virtue and
Shame
“The just LORD is in the
midst thereof; he will not
do iniquity: every
morning doth he bring his
judgment to light, he
faileth not; but the

unjust knoweth no
shame.”

- Zephaniah 3:5
17

“Cling to your faith in Christ, and keep your
conscience clear. For some people have
deliberately violated their
consciences; as a result,
their faith has been
shipwrecked.”

1 Timothy 1:19
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A Subtle Reminder: True Religion

“He raises an exceedingly interesting
question about the character of their
primitive religion, under Moses. ‘Did ye
bring unto me sacrifices and offerings in
the wilderness forty years, O house of
Israel?’ The obvious answer is that they
did not. That which distinguished their
religion at the outset was the moral law,
not the sacrifices and ceremonies.

We get back to the true first
principles when we get back to
a religion of conscience and
communion with God in the
heart.”

William Pierson Merrill, Prophets of the Dawn:
Amos, Hosea, Isaiah, Micah: The Beginnings of the
Religion of the Spirit (New York and Chicago:
Fleming H. Revell Company, 1927), p. 61.
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Beyond Good and Evil?
Western civilization has
begun to develop “an
entirely new language of
good and evil, originating
in an attempt to get
‘beyond good and evil’ and
preventing us from talking
with any conviction about
good and evil anymore.”
- Allan Bloom, The Closing of the American Mind (New
York: A Touchstone Book/Simon & Schuster, Inc., 1988),
p. 141.
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Are We Really
Beyond Good and
Evil?
“Among enlightened people it
is considered rather awkward
to use seriously such words as
‘good’ and ‘evil’….But if we
are to be deprived of the
concepts of good and evil,
what will be left? Nothing
but the manipulation of one
another. We will decline to
the status of animals.”
- Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, Communism: A Legacy
of Terror (Flesherton, ON: Canadian League of
Rights, 1975), p. 6.
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“Seek good, and not evil, that you may live”
• “Seek good, and not
evil, that you may live;
and so the Lord, the God
of hosts, will be with
you, as you have said.
Hate evil, and love good,
and establish justice in
the gate; it may be that
the Lord, the God of
hosts, will be gracious to
the remnant of Joseph”
- Amos 5:14-15

• “For the inhabitant of Maroth waited
carefully for good: but evil came down
from the LORD unto the gate of
Jerusalem”
- Micah 1:12 (KJV)
• “you who hate the good and love the evil,
who tear the skin from off my people and
their flesh from off their bones”
- Micah 3:2
• “Woe to those who call evil good and
good evil, who put darkness for light and
light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet
and sweet for bitter!”
- Isaiah 5:20
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Maintain Justice in the Courts
• “Hate evil, love good;
maintain justice in
the courts. Perhaps
the LORD God
Almighty will have
mercy on the
remnant of Joseph.”

• “He loves
righteousness and
justice; the earth is
full of the steadfast
love of the LORD.”
- Psalm 33:5

- Amos 5:15 (NIV)
24

Justice: Helping the Oppressed,
The Helpless and the Hopeless

“Wash and make
yourselves clean. Take
your evil deeds out of
my sight; stop doing
wrong. Learn to do
right; seek justice.
Defend the oppressed.
Take up the cause of
the fatherless; plead
the case of the
widow.”
- Isaiah 1:16-17 (NIV)
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Four Aspects of Divine Justice

Authority

• “Therefore, the Lord God says” (Amos 3:11)

Power

• “An enemy will surround the land…and plunder your citadels”
(Amos 3:11)

Mercy

• “…the Israelites who live in Samaria will be rescued…”
(Amos 3:12)

Justice

• “I will punish Israel for his transgressions.” (Amos 3:14)
27

HOLINESS: Comparative Analysis of
the 8th Century B.C. Prophets
Prophet

Amos

Hosea
Micah
Isaiah

Verse

“The Lord GOD has sworn by his holiness that, behold,
the days are coming upon you, when they shall take you
away with hooks, even the last of you with fishhooks.”
(Amos 4:2)
“Ephraim has surrounded me with lies, Israel with deceit. And
Judah is unruly against God, even against the faithful
Holy One.” (Hosea 11:12, NIV)
“Hear, you peoples, all of you; pay attention, O earth, and all
that is in it, and let the Lord GOD be a witness against you,
the Lord from his holy temple.” (Micah 1:2)
“And one called to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the
28
LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!”
(Isaiah 6:3)

A Holy God vs. an Ungodly
‘People Who Are Holier Than Thou’

• “As obedient children, do not
be conformed to the passions
of your former ignorance, but
as he who called you is holy,
you also be holy in all your
conduct, since it is written,
‘You shall be holy, for I am
holy.’”
- 1 Peter 1:14-16

• “I spread out my hands all the
day to a rebellious people, who
walk in a way that is not good,
following their own devices; a
people who provoke me to my
face continually, sacrificing in
gardens and making offerings on
bricks; who sit in tombs, and
spend the night in secret places;
who eat pig’s flesh, and broth of
tainted meat is in their vessels;
who say, ‘Keep to yourself, do
not come near me, for I am too
holy for you.’ These are a smoke
in my nostrils, a fire that burns all
the day.”
- Isaiah 65:2-5
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The Righteous and Justice
• “The LORD within
her is righteous; he
does no injustice;
every morning he
shows forth his
justice; each dawn he
does not fail; but the
unjust knows no
shame.”
- Zephaniah 3:5

• “The righteous care
about justice for the
poor, but the wicked
have no such
concern.”
- Proverbs 29:7
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Biblical Definitions of
Justice and Righteousness
JUSTICE:
mishpat – process of
judgment; process and
procedure in presenting a
legal case; ordinance;
judicial verdict; rights.

Justice includes having equal
access to due process.
Justice is “blind” and all
should be judged equally
and impartially before the
law. That which is lawful,
just and right is that which is
upheld.

RIGHTEOUSNESS: tsedaqah
– justify, rightness, ethically
correct, proper state and
relationship with God.
Righteousness includes
being in the right, i.e.,
condition, state, side, etc.
The outcome of
righteousness results from
peace: “And the fruit of
righteousness is sown in
peace by those making
peace” (James 3:18).
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True Justice:

All Equal Before the Eyes of the Law

• “Does God pervert justice? Does
the Almighty pervert what is
right?”
- Job 8:3

• “Righteousness and justice are
the foundation of your throne;
steadfast love and faithfulness
go before you.”
- Psalm 89:14

• “The King in his might loves justice.
You have established equity; you
• “Listen to this, leaders of the
have executed justice and
house of Jacob, you rulers of the
righteousness in Jacob.”
house of Israel, who abhor
justice and pervert everything
- Psalm 99:4
that is right”
• “He who justifies the wicked and
he who condemns the righteous
are both alike an abomination to
the LORD.”
- Proverbs 17:15

- Micah 3:9
32

The Bad Taste of Injustice

“Woe to those who call evil good
and good evil, who put darkness
for light and light for darkness,
who put bitter for sweet and sweet
for bitter! Woe to those who are
wise in their own eyes, and shrewd
in their own sight! Woe to those
who are heroes at drinking wine,
and valiant men in mixing strong
drink, who acquit the guilty for a
bribe, and deprive the innocent of
his right!”
- Isaiah 5:20-23
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Righteousness and Peace:
The Outcome
• “For the moment all
discipline seems painful
rather than pleasant, but
later it yields the peaceful
fruit of righteousness to
those who have been
trained by it”
- Hebrews 12:11

• “The fruit of that
righteousness will be
peace; its effect will be
quietness and
confidence forever.”
- Isaiah 32:17
• “Mercy and truth are
met together;
righteousness and peace
have kissed each other.”
- Psalm 85:10
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Justice and Righteousness

36

Justice and Righteousness:
Poisoned in the Well

“Do horses run on rocks?
Does one plow there
with oxen? But you have
turned justice into
poison [gall from rosh]
and the fruit of
righteousness into
wormwood [hemlock or
bitterness from laanah]”
- Amos 6:12

“O you who turn justice to
wormwood [laanah] and cast
down righteousness to the earth!”

- Amos 5:7
“They make many promises, take
false oaths and make agreements;
therefore lawsuits spring up like
poisonous weeds [rosh] in a
plowed field.”
- Hosea 10:4 (NIV)
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Judgment and
Righteousness

“...ye have turned
judgment into gall, and the
fruit of righteousness into
hemlock... behold, I will
raise up against you a
nation, O house of Israel,
saith the LORD the God of
hosts; and they shall afflict
you.”
- Amos 6:12

34

Can We Be Guilty
of Injustice?
1. Always look out for
ourselves and our
interests first
2. “confirmation bias”
3. “double standards”
4. Hypocrisy
5. Self-Righteous
6. Respecter of Persons
7. Don’t treat people
equally and fairly

39

40

Amos in a Phrase

“We can sum up his
[Amos’] message in the
simple but majestic
word that religion and
righteousness are one
and inseparable, now
and forever.”
William Pierson Merrill, Prophets of the Dawn:
Amos, Hosea, Isaiah, Micah: The Beginnings of
the Religion of the Spirit (New York and Chicago:
Fleming H. Revell Company, 1927), p. 66.
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RIGHTEOUSNESS: Comparative Analysis
of the 8th Century B.C. Prophets
Prophet

Amos

Hosea

Micah

Isaiah

Verse

“But let justice roll down like waters, and
righteousness like an ever-flowing stream”
(Amos 5:24)
“Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy;
break up your fallow ground: for it is time to seek the
LORD, till he come and rain righteousness upon you.”
(Hosea 10:12, KJV)
“Because I have sinned against him, I will bear the
LORD's wrath, until he pleads my case and upholds my
cause. He will bring me out into the light; I will see his
righteousness.” (Micah 7:9, NIV)
“The LORD is exalted, for he dwells on high; He will fill37
Zion with justice and righteousness” (Isaiah 33:5)

INJUSTICE: Comparative Analysis of
the 8th Century B.C. Prophets
Prophet

Amos

Hosea
Micah

Isaiah

Verse

“There are those who hate the one who upholds justice
in court and detest the one who tells the truth.”
(Amos 5:10, NIV)
“You have plowed iniquity; you have reaped injustice; you
have eaten the fruit of lies. Because you have trusted in your
own way and in the multitude of your warriors” (Hosea 10:13)
“Now hear this, heads of the house of Jacob and rulers of the
house of Israel, who abhor justice and twist everything that
is straight, who build Zion with bloodshed and Jerusalem
with violent injustice.” (Micah 3:9-10, NASB)
“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the
chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to set 43
the oppressed free and break every yoke?”
(Isaiah 58:6, NIV)

What Kind of Righteousness
Are You Seeking After?

“Beware of
practicing your
righteousness
before other people
in order to be seen
by them, for then
you will have no
reward from your
Father who is in
heaven.”
- Matthew 6:1

“But seek first
the kingdom of
God and His
righteousness,
and all these
things will be
added to you.”
- Matthew 6:33
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God Is Not Mocked

“Amos was not impressed by the wealth
and beautiful palaces of Samaria, for
behind the palace walls he saw ethical
degeneration and spiritual sickness,
despite the noise of the singing and the
many sacrifices….The common theme in
these complaints [Amos 5:7-12] is that
justice, which is a wonderful benefit
sweeter than honey, is turned into
wormwood, which has a bitter taste and
an unpleasant smell. Justice is
thoroughly perverted and becomes
galling injustice.”
Herman Veldkamp, The Farmer From Tekoa: On
The Book of Amos (St. Catharines, ON: Paideia
Press, 1977), p. 164.
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Runnin’ Wild?
“When people do not
accept divine guidance,
they run wild. But
whoever obeys the law
is joyful”
- Proverbs 29:18 (NLT)
46
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Prepare to
Meet Your God

“...Prepare to meet thy
God, O Israel. For, lo, he
that formeth the
mountains, and createth
the wind, and declareth
unto man what is his
thought, that maketh the
morning darkness, and
treadeth upon the high
places of the earth, The
LORD, The God of hosts, is
his name.”
- Amos 4:12-13
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God the Creator

“Modern man is so fascinated by his
own skills that he increasingly forgets
or belittles God the Creator. He
forgets that he is merely the child in
the nursery playing with the building
blocks that God has provided for
him. All the energy he turns out in his
power houses in a year, if transported
to the sun and released in a moment
of time, would scarce provide enough
additional energy to be recorded by
the measuring instruments of man on
earth. All the marvels of scientific
instruments sent up in space satellites
are but small compared with those of
the insect born today and dead
tomorrow, its appointed task
completed.”
H.L. Ellison, The Prophets of Israel: From Ahijah
to Hosea (Grand Rapids, MI: William
B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1969), p. 81.
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“The One who made the Pleiades and Orion, who turns darkness
into dawn and darkens day into night, who summons the waters
of the sea and pours them out over the face of the earth –
Yahweh is His name.” (Amos 5:8, HCSB)

50

Greatness and Infinity

“He healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth
up their wounds. He telleth the number of
the stars; he calleth them all by their
names. Great is our Lord, and of great
power: his understanding is infinite. The
LORD lifteth up the meek: he casteth the
wicked down to the ground.”
- Psalm 147:3-6
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Mortal Stars vs. Creator of Stars
“Seek ye me, and ye shall live: ...Seek
the LORD, and ye shall live; ...Seek him
that maketh the seven stars and Orion,
...that calleth for the waters of the sea,
and poureth them out upon the face of
the earth: The LORD is his name.”
- Amos 5:4,6,8
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Perhaps Figurative, But
Sobering Nonetheless

“For thus says the Lord
GOD: ‘The city that
went out a thousand
shall have a hundred
left, and that which
went out a hundred
shall have ten left to
the house of Israel.’”
- Amos 5:3
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“Is Anyone Left?”

“And it will be, if ten men are left in one
house, they will die. Then one’s uncle, or
his undertaker, will lift him up to carry
out his bones from the house, and he
will say to the one who is in the
innermost part of the house, ‘Is anyone
else with you?’ And that one will say,
‘No one.’ Then he will answer, ‘Keep
quiet. For the name of the LORD is not to
be mentioned.’ For behold, the LORD is
going to command that the great house
be smashed to pieces and the small
house to fragments.”
- Amos 6:9-11
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“‘…and in all
vineyards there shall
be wailing,
for I will pass
through your midst,’
says the LORD.” 55
- Amos 5:17

“Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of hosts, the Lord: ‘In all
the squares there shall be wailing, and in all the streets they shall
say, ‘Alas! Alas!’ They shall call the farmers to mourning and to
wailing those who are skilled in lamentation, and in all vineyards
there shall be wailing, for I will pass through your midst,’ says the
LORD.”
- Amos 5:16-17
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“Hear this word that
I take up over you in
lamentation, O
house of Israel:
Fallen, no more to
rise, is the virgin
Israel; forsaken on
her land, with none
to raise her up.”
- Amos 5:1-2
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Israel’s Funeral Hymn (Amos 5:1-3)
“‘Woe to you who desire the
day of the Lord.’ The verb
translated ‘desire’ is a reflexive
participle, which may properly
be translated as ‘those who
desire for themselves.’ Actually,
the men of Israel were right in
supposing that on this day God
would triumph over His
enemies; their error was in
supposing that they
themselves were His friends.”
Page H. Kelley, Amos: Prophet of Social
Justice (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book
House, 1966/1972), p. 82.
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Israel’s Funeral Hymn
(Amos 5:1-3)

“These verses are
written in the peculiar
poetic form known as
the ‘Qinah’ meter.
‘Qinah’ is the Hebrew
word for ‘dirge’ or
‘lamentation.’ This meter follows a 3-2 pattern, which
means that the first line has three beats, the second only
two, the third three, the fourth only two, and so on
throughout the poem. The use of this meter produced a
limping or halting effect which was quite appropriate for
funeral marches or dirges. Amos is composing a funeral
hymn for Israel, a nation sick beyond recovery.”
Page H. Kelley, Amos: Prophet of Social Justice (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker
Book House, 1966/1972), p. 74.
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“Hey, We’re Not Dead!”

“The song of this sad
singer was about the
death of the men and
women and children of
Samaria. He let them hear
their obituary while they
were still alive. While
they danced, they could
watch their funeral
procession pass by!”
Herman Veldkamp, The Farmer From Tekoa:
On The Book of Amos (St. Catharines, ON:
Paideia Press, 1977), p. 149.

“And to the angel of
the church in Sardis
write: ‘The words of
him who has the
seven spirits of God
and the seven stars. I
know your works. You
have the reputation
of being alive, but
you are dead.’”
- Revelation 3:1
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Seven Things That God Hates
“The Lord GOD has
sworn by himself,
declares the LORD, the
God of hosts: “I abhor
the pride of Jacob and
hate his strongholds,
and I will deliver up
the city and all that is
in it.”
- Amos 6:8

“These six things doth the
LORD hate: yea, seven are
an abomination unto him:
a proud look, a lying tongue,
and hands that shed
innocent blood, an heart
that deviseth wicked
imaginations, feet that be
swift in running to mischief,
a false witness that speaketh
lies, and he that soweth
discord among brethren.”
- Proverbs 6:16-19 (KJV)
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PRIDE: Comparative Analysis of
the 8th Century B.C. Prophets
Prophet

Amos

Hosea

Verse

“The Lord GOD has sworn by himself, declares the LORD,
the God of hosts: “I abhor the pride of Jacob and hate his
strongholds, and I will deliver up the city and all that is in it.”
(Amos 6:8)
“The pride of Israel testifies to his face; Israel and
Ephraim shall stumble in his guilt; Judah also shall stumble
with them.” (Hosea 5:5)

Micah
Isaiah

“I will punish the world for its evil, and the wicked for their
iniquity; I will put an end to the pomp of the arrogant, and lay
low the pompous pride of the ruthless.” (Isaiah 13:11) 62

Pride

“For from within,
out of the heart of
man, come evil
thoughts, sexual
immorality, theft,
murder, adultery,
coveting, wickedness, deceit,
sensuality, envy, slander, pride,
foolishness. All these evil things
come from within, and
they defile a person.”
- Mark 7:21-23
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“It is not good
to eat much
honey, nor is it
glorious to seek
one’s own
glory.”
65
- Proverbs 25:27

Heart to Heart:
Reason to be Thankful
“The heart is deceitful
above all things, and
desperately sick; who
can understand it?”
- Jeremiah 17:9

“for
whenever
our heart
condemns us,
God is greater than
our heart, and he
knows everything.”
- 1 John 3:20
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HEART: Comparative Analysis of
the 8th Century B.C. Prophets

Prophet
Amos

Hosea

Verse

“The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: ‘Surely I will
never forget any of their deeds.’” (Amos 8:7)
“Their heart is divided [fickle, devious, faithless]; now shall
they be found faulty: he shall break down their altars, he
shall spoil their images.” (Hosea 10:2)

Micah
Isaiah

“Make the heart of this people calloused; make their ears
dull and close their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their
eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts, and
turn and be healed” (Isaiah 6:10, NIV)
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“Yeah, this doesn’t apply to me…
does it?”
• "Beware that your hearts are not deceived, and that you do
not turn away and serve other gods and worship them.”
(Deuteronomy 11:16, NASB)
• “Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one
sows, that will he also reap.” (Galatians 6:6)

• “Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually
immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice
homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor
revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.”
(1 Corinthians 6:9-10)
• “Do not be deceived: Bad company ruins good morals.”
(1 Corinthians 15:33)
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“Be doers of the
word, and not
hearers only.
Otherwise, you are
deceiving
yourselves.”
- James 1:22 (BSB)
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Is God Really Indifferent?
“At that time I will search Jerusalem with
lamps, and I will punish the men who are
complacent, those who say in their
hearts, ‘The Lord will not do good, nor
will he do ill.’”
- Zephaniah 1:12
“You have wearied the Lord with your
words. But you say, ‘How have we
wearied him?’ By saying, ‘Everyone who
does evil is good in the sight of the Lord,
and he delights in them.’ Or by asking,
‘Where is the God of justice?’”
- Malachi 2:17

70

Don’t Go There; Don’t Do That!

• “Don't worship at the pagan altars at
Bethel; don't go to the shrines at
Gilgal or Beersheba. For the people
of Gilgal will be dragged off into exile,
and the people of Bethel will be
reduced to nothing.”
- Amos 5:5 (NLT)
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Bad Mixture:
Amos 5:5

“One statement will sum up
the general characteristics of
ritual in these sanctuaries
[Bethel, Gilgal and Beersheba]:
it was a syncretic mixture of
Canaanite and Israelite
elements.”
John D.W. Watts, Vision and Prophecy in
Amos: 1955 Faculty Lectures, Baptist
Theological Seminary, Rüschlikon/Zh,
Switzerland (Leiden, Netherlands: E.J. Brill,
1958), p. 70.
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Where to Go?

“Yahweh is not the God of
Bethel, Gilgal, or even
Beer-sheba. He is not to
be sought in the cult of
these sanctuaries. He may
be found in obedience, in
repentance, in prayer
anywhere, but he has
specifically associated
himself with Zion and
Jerusalem and with no
other place.”
John D.W. Watts, Studying The Book
of Amos (Nashville, TN: Broadman
Press, 1966), pp. 34-35.
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Syncretism: The Making of
“Religious” Idols

• “He [Hezekiah] removed the
high places and broke the
pillars and cut down the
Asherah. And he broke in
pieces the bronze serpent
that Moses had made, for
until those days the people of
Israel had made offerings to it
(it was called Nehushtan).”
- 2 Kings 18:4

• “But on reaching
the stone images
near Gilgal he
[Ehud] himself
went back to Eglon
and said, ‘Your
Majesty, I have a
secret message for
you.’ The king said
to his attendants,
‘Leave us!’ And
they all left.”
- Judges 3:19
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Amos 4: 6-11
“Yet You Have Not Returned to Me”

• 6“But I gave you also cleanness of teeth in all your cities
And lack of bread in all your places,
Yet you have not returned to Me,” declares the LORD.
7“Furthermore, I withheld the rain from you
While there were still three months until harvest.
Then I would send rain on one city
And on another city I would not send rain;
One part would be rained on,
While the part not rained on would dry up.
• 8“So two or three cities would stagger to another city to drink water,
But would not be satisfied;
Yet you have not returned to Me,” declares the LORD.
• 9“I smote you with scorching wind and mildew;
And the caterpillar was devouring
Your many gardens and vineyards, fig trees and olive trees;
Yet you have not returned to Me,” declares the LORD.
• 10“I sent a plague among you after the manner of Egypt;
I slew your young men by the sword along with your captured horses,
And I made the stench of your camp rise up in your nostrils;
Yet you have not returned to Me,” declares the LORD.
• 11“I overthrew you, as God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah,
And you were like a firebrand snatched from a blaze;
Yet you have not returned to Me,” declares the LORD.

1

2
3
4
5
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“My soul waiteth for the Lord more than
they that watch for the morning”
“If thou, LORD, shouldest
mark iniquities, O Lord,
who shall stand?
But there is forgiveness
with thee, that thou
mayest be feared.
I wait for the LORD, my
soul doth wait, and in his
word do I hope.”
- Psalm 130:3-5, KJV
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“Weightier Matters
of the Law”

“Woe to you, scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites! For
you tithe mint and dill and
cumin, and have neglected
the weightier matters of
the law: justice and mercy
and faithfulness. These
you ought to have done,
without neglecting the
others.”
- Matthew 23:23
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Jesus Loved Righteousness
“You have loved righteousness and
hated wickedness; therefore God,
your God, has anointed you with
the oil of gladness beyond your
companions.”
- Hebrews 1:9
“Dear children, don't let anyone deceive
you about this: When people do what
is right, it shows that they are
righteous, even as Christ is righteous.”
- 1 John 3:7
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The Bottom Line
• “for all have sinned
and fall short of the
glory of God”
- Romans 3:23

• “For whoever keeps
the whole law but
fails in one point has
become guilty of all
of it.”
- James 2:10
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The Solution To Our Problem
“If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just to forgive us
our sins and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.”

“I will return again to my place,
until they acknowledge their
guilt and seek my face, and in
their distress earnestly seek me.”

- 1 John 1:9

- Hosea 5:15
“I acknowledged my sin to you,
and I did not cover my iniquity; I
said, ‘I will confess my
transgressions to the Lord,’ and
you forgave the iniquity of my
sin.”
- Psalm 32:5
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Justice and Righteousness
1. Reasons for Judgment on Israel in Amos’ Time
2. Israel’s Failure to Repent
3. Dirge and Obituary for the “Living”
4. Justice and Righteousness
5. Seek Good and Seek God
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Unless otherwise noted, all verses cited from the English Standard Version (ESV)

Worshipping God in Truth and Spirit
1. Beware: False Worship
2. Beware: Idolatry
3. Beware: Immorality
4. Misplaced Confidence in Materialism
5. What is “True Religion”?

2

Living in the Canaan:
Living Like Canaanites

“Lust and cupidity have robbed the
nation of its heritage of sensitivity to
justice and right. The worship of the
illicit sanctuaries with their
corrupting influences of Canaanite
worship has taken its toll among the
people. Elijah’s victories over the
Tyrian Baal had been emptied of real
significance by the adoption of
domestic Canaanite theology and
practice in the local sanctuaries
under the name of Yahweh worship.
Now Amos is spelling out the real
consequences for the people.”
John D.W. Watts, Studying The Book of Amos (Nashville,
TN: Broadman Press, 1966), p. 37.
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Who and How Do You Worship?

• “For I bear them
witness that they
have a zeal for God, but
not according to
knowledge.”
- Romans 10:2
• “Ye worship ye know
not what: we know
what we worship: for
salvation is of the Jews”
- John 4:22 (KJV)
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First Things First

“For you will not delight in sacrifice, or
I would give it; you will not be pleased
with a burnt offering. The sacrifices of
God are a broken spirit; a broken and
contrite heart, O God, you will not
despise.
Do good to Zion in your good pleasure;
build up the walls of Jerusalem; then will
you delight in right sacrifices, in burnt
offerings and whole burnt offerings;
then bulls will be offered on your altar.”
- Psalm 51:16-19
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WORSHIP: Comparative Analysis of
the 8th Century B.C. Prophets

Prophet

Verse

Amos

“Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain
offerings, I will not accept them; and the peace offerings of your
fattened animals, I will not look upon them.” (Amos 5:22)

Hosea

“The people of Israel love their rituals of sacrifice, but to me
their sacrifices are all meaningless. I will hold my people
accountable for their sins, and I will punish them. They will return to
Egypt.” (Hosea 8:13, NLT)
“Does the LORD take delight in thousands of rams, In ten
thousand rivers of oil? Shall I present my firstborn for my
rebellious acts, The fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
(Micah 6:7)
“What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? says the LORD;
I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams and the fat of
7
well-fed beasts; I do not delight in the blood of bulls, or of
lambs, or of goats.” (Isaiah 1:11)

Micah
Isaiah

SABBATH: Comparative Analysis of
the 8th Century B.C. Prophets

Prophet
Amos

Hosea

Verse

“Hear this, you who trample on the needy and bring the poor
of the land to an end, saying, ‘When will the new moon be
over, that we may sell grain? And the Sabbath, that we
may offer wheat for sale, that we may make the ephah
small and the shekel great…” (Amos 8:4-6)
“And I will put an end to all her mirth, her feasts, her new
moons, her Sabbaths, and all her appointed feasts.”
(Hosea 2:11)

Micah
Isaiah

“If you turn back your foot from the Sabbath, from doing your
pleasure on my holy day, and call the Sabbath a delight 8
and the holy day of the LORD honorable; if you honor it,
not going your own ways, or seeking your own pleasure,
or talking idly” (Isaiah 58:13)

GILGAL: Comparative Analysis of
the 8th Century B.C. Prophets
Prophet

Amos

Hosea
Micah

Isaiah

Verse

“Don't worship at the pagan altars at Bethel; don't go to
the shrines at Gilgal or Beersheba. For the people of
Gilgal will be dragged off into exile, and the people of Bethel
will be reduced to nothing.” (Amos 5:5, NLT)
“Is Gilead wicked? Its people are worthless! Do they
sacrifice bulls in Gilgal? Their altars will be like piles of
stones on a plowed field.” (Hosea 12:11)
“O my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised,
and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him, and what
happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the
righteous acts of the LORD.” (Micah 6:5)
9

Gilgal:
From Where Do We Go?
“What shall we say then?
Are we to continue in sin
that grace may abound?
By no means! How can
we who died to sin still
live in it?”
- Romans 6:1-2

10

Gilgal Rolls Back Toward Iniquity
“All their wickedness
is in Gilgal: for there I
hated them: for the
wickedness of their
doings I will drive them
out of my house, I will
love them no more: all
their princes are
rebels.”
- Hosea 9:15

“If there is iniquity in
Gilead, they shall surely
come to nothing: in
Gilgal they sacrifice
bulls; their altars also
are like stone heaps on
the furrows of the
field”
- Hosea 12:11

11

Gilgal: The Scene of Mercy
Becomes the Center for Sin
Gilgal was the site of many
blessings and solemn covenant
rites, but sadly became the scene
of idolatry and iniquity:

• The captain of the Host of the Lord
appeared to Joshua in Gilgal,
reassuring him of divine protection
(Judges 2:1-5)

• First rite of circumcision (seal of
the Abrahamic covenant) upon
entry into the Promised Land
(Joshua 5:5-9)

• Samuel “went from year to year in
circuit to Bethel, and Gilgal, and
Mizpeh, and judged Israel in all
those places” (1 Samuel 7:16)

• Site of first observance of the
Passover in the Promised Land
(Joshua 5:10).

• Saul was made King at Gilgal
(1 Samuel 11:15)

• Following the crossing of the
Jordan River on dry ground 12
stones (representing the 12
tribes of Israel) set on edge of
the bank (Joshua 4).

• The tabernacle stood in Gilgal
before it was eventually removed
to Shiloh (1 Samuel 10:8).
• Both Elijah and Elisha visited Gilgal
(2 Kings 2:1)
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Outcome of Canaanite Paganism

“The Canaanisation of the
worship of Yahweh had
proceeded apace since the days
of Solomon, and Jereboam
I….The high places were
thronged with worshippers,
but their worship was an
empty show devoid of
godliness and sincerity. The
social evils, against which
Amos and Hosea protested so
vehemently, were simply the
outcome of the paganism of
the people.”
J.K. Howard, Amos Among The Prophets
(Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House,
1967), pp. 32-33.
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Israel’s Gods: Who Were They?
• “You shall take up
Sikkuth your king,
and Kiyyun [Chiun]
your star-god—your
images that you
made for yourselves”
- Amos 5:26 (ESV)

• “You took up the
tabernacle of
Moloch, the star of
your god Rephan,
your images that you
made for yourselves.”
- Amos 5:26 (New
Heart English Bible)
14

Sakkuth and Kaiwan: Who?

“Today there is fairly general agreement
that we should translate, You shall take
up Sakkuth your king, and Kaiwan your
star-god, your images which you made
for yourselves (RSV). Both Sakkuth and
Kaiwan are found in Assyrian inscriptions
as names of the planet-god Saturn.

It may be that the worship of Saturn was
brought into Israel, as a token of loyalty,
when Jehu paid tribute to Shalmaneser
III [in circa 841 B.C.], or it may have been
voluntarily adopted by the ruling classes
in admiration for the power of Assyria.”
H.L. Ellison, The Prophets of Israel: From Ahijah to
Hosea (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans
Publishing Company, 1969), pp. 88-89.

15

Lack of
Transforming Power
“In his classic work ‘The Grand Inquisitor’
Russian writer Dostoyevsky depicted the
institution of the church in his time as
having things so well under control that it
did not need Christ anymore. An artificial
form of godliness masked the lack of any
genuine devotion of spiritual things. It
had led to an absence of the transforming
power of God. Yet the church leaders of
the time held others accountable for what
they themselves had failed to do.

The book of Amos informs us that a
similar situation afflicted the people of
Israel centuries before the time of Christ.
Those in Amos’ day felt secure in their
fortified cities, their well-polished religion,
and their prosperity.”
Zdravko Stefanovic, Thus Says The Lord:
Messages From The Minor Prophets
(Hagerstown, MD: Review and Herald Publishing
Association, 2012), p. 46.
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Modern Dilemma:
Form Over Function?
Famed Chicago architect Louis Sullivan
(1856–1924), known for his steelframe constructions, coined the
phrase “form follows function,” which
became the touchstone for many
architects. This means that the
purpose of a building should be the
starting point for its design.
The phrase “form over function”
gained prominence for form being the
essential element in architecture
rather than following function.

What is the most
Important aspect
of our worshipping
God?
Is it form?
Is it function?
Is it both?
Which takes
priority?
What does worship
look like?
Does it matter?

17

Worshipping to
Please Ourselves?

“The powerful and wealthy
elite lived and behaved as if
they were always right, while
the less-privileged people
viewed God as a ruthless
aristocrat. When they
worshipped, the people
sought to please themselves
rather than the Lord.”
Zdravko Stefanovic, Thus Says The Lord:
Messages From The Minor Prophets
(Hagerstown, MD: Review and Herald
Publishing Association, 2012), p. 46.

18

A Sense of Brotherhood and Unity
“Participation in the religious festivals
and pilgrimages of Israel were
supposed to produce a sense of
brotherhood and unity with one’s
fellow worshiper, not support a
corrupt society where the urban rich
exploited the poor shamelessly and in
disregard for the laws of Yahweh which
granted the land to all the families of
Israel.”

William J. Doorly, Prophet of Justice: Understanding the
Book of Amos (New York: Paulist Press, 1989), pp. 78-79.
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Desiring Gold…Not God

“The sabbath thought of these
grain dealers went even further.
Impatiently they waited for the
sabbath to end, so that they
could ‘buy the poor for silver
and the needy for a pair of
sandals, and sell the refuse of
the wheat’ (Amos 8:6). They
would reach their goal when
they had not only taken the poor
man’s last penny but robbed him
of his freedom as well.”
Herman Veldkamp, The Farmer From Tekoa:
On The Book of Amos (St. Catharines, ON:
Paideia Press, 1977), p. 221.

20
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Prophetic Sarcasm

Transgress means rebellion, not just sin.
God considered Israel's syncretistic
approach to religion to be an outright
rejection of His way of life.
Amos is speaking sarcastically when he
suggests that the people sacrifice and
tithe more often.

“If you bring your tithes every three days
instead of every three years,” he says,
“maybe your god, Baal, will respond.” This
echoes Elijah's sarcastic comments in I
Kings 18:27.

• “Come to Bethel, and
transgress; to Gilgal, and
multiply transgression; bring
your sacrifices every morning,
your tithes every three days.”
- Amos 4:4
• “At the end of every three
years you shall bring out all
the tithe of your produce in
the same year and lay it up
within your towns.”
- Deuteronomy 14:28
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Doing Good vs Looking Good
Their religion was
enthusiastic but there
was something
intrinsically wrong: an
offering is a way of
acknowledging and
thanking God for His
goodness and
generosity – but here
it is being used as a
way of looking good.

23

Their Rebellion Exposed

• Their rebellion was exposed with
the phrase: “Offer leavened bread
as a thank offering.” Leaven is a
“type” of sin which was strictly
forbidden from any offering made
by fire (Leviticus 2:11).
• Leavened “cakes” were offerings
associated with pagan idols
(Jeremiah 7:18, Jeremiah 44:1719; Hosea 3:1). This offering
identified the root cause of their
meaningless worship: rebellion.

• Rather than worship God’s way at
the temple in Jerusalem, they
were satisfying their own lusts, in
their own way, at their own place.

• “‘Burn leavened
bread as a thank
offering and brag
about your freewill
offerings – boast
about them, you
Israelites, for this is
what you love to do,’
declares the
Sovereign LORD.”
- Amos 4:5 (NIV)

24

In Pursuit of the Wrong Things
• “lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God” (2 Timothy 3:4)

• Philédonos, derived from philos and hédoné – “fond of pleasure”

• Hedonism is a school of thought that argues that pleasure and happiness are
the primary or most important intrinsic goods and the proper aim of human
life. A hedonist is technically a person who believes the pursuit of pleasure is
the most important thing in life.

25

Gluttony and Callousness
“Woe to those who lie on beds of
ivory and stretch themselves out on
their couches, and eat lambs from the
flock and calves from the midst of the
stall, who sing idle songs to the sound
of the harp and like David invent for
themselves instruments of music, who
drink wine in bowls and anoint
themselves with the finest oils, but are
not grieved over the ruin of Joseph!”
- Amos 6:4-6

26

True Riches

• “The reward for
humility and fear of
the LORD is riches
and honor and life.”
- Proverbs 22:4

“Whoever is faithful with very
little will also be faithful with
much, and whoever is
dishonest with very little will
also be dishonest with much.
If, then, you have not been
faithful with worldly wealth,
who will entrust you with
true riches?
And if you have not been
faithful with the belongings of
another, who will give you
belongings of your own?”
- Luke 16:10-12
(Berean Study Bible)
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You Cannot Serve Two Masters

“No one can serve two
masters, for either he
will hate the one and
love the other, or he will
be devoted to the one
and despise the other.
You cannot serve God
and money.”
- Matthew 6:24
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Four Results of Disobedience

Unrest

Oppression

Immorality

Materialism

• “See the great tumults within her” (Amos 3:9)
• “the oppressed in her midst” (Amos 3:9)
• “They do not know how to do right” (Amos 3:10)
• “Who store up violence and robbery in their
strongholds” (Amos 3:10)
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Learning Lessons
From The Book
of Judges

“permissive morality
leads to misery and
bondage”
- Edward M. Blaiklock (1903-1983), professor emeritus of Classics
at the University of Auckland, New Zealand, in E.M. Blaiklock,
“The Breath of Hell: Perils of Permissiveness,” Christianity Today,
May 7, 1976, p. 14.
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An Assessment: In 1966

Richard L. Rubenstein (1924 - ), President and
Professor of Religion at the University of
Bridgeport where he served from 1995 to
1999, wrote in 1966 that, “I believe that
paganism has in reality triumphed in the
hearts of men.”

- Richard L. Rubenstein, After Auschwitz: Radical Theology and
Contemporary Judaism (Indianapolis, IN: The Bobbs-Merrill Company,
Inc., 1966), p. 258.
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New Paganism Arrived in 1929
“The old pre-Catholic Paganism did evil but admitted it to be evil. One
of the greatest and, I think, the most tragic lines in Latin verse is that
famous phrase:
Video meliora, proboque: deteriora sequor.*
It is a very epitome of the human story: of one man and of all. But the
New Paganism works in an attempted denial of good and evil which
degrades all it touches. Well, then, we say ‘Pagan society ends in
despair.’ But despair is not normal to men; despair is not the healthy
mental state of the healthy natural creature.”
Hilaire Belloc, Survivals and New Arrivals (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1929),
pp. 178-179.

* Video meliora, proboque: deteriora sequor: “I see and approve of the
better, but I follow the worse”, from Ovid’s Metamorphoses VII. 20–21.

32

“Can We Really
Serve Two Masters?”

Sir John Reith (1889-1971),
founder of the BBC, told CBS
executives in 1952: “What I
would like to know is how you
Americans can successfully
worship God and mammon at
the same time.”
James B. Twitchell, Lead Us Into Temptation:
The Triumph of American Materialism (New
York: Columbia University Press, 1999), p. 90.

33

Godly
Contentment

“Two things I ask of you;
deny them not to me before I die: Remove far
from me falsehood and lying; give me neither
poverty nor riches; feed me with the food
that is needful for me, lest I be full and deny
you and say, ‘Who is the LORD?’ or lest I be
poor and steal and profane the name of my
God.”
34

- Proverbs 30:7-9

Amos 1-2: A World of Injustice
• The two major sins
identified by Biblical
prophets, including Amos,
are idolatry and injustice.

• These two sins are the
breaking of the two most
important commands –
idolatry is a failure to love
God and injustice is a failure
to love your neighbor.

33

Idols of the Heart

“Therefore speak to them and say to them, Thus says the Lord
GOD: Any one of the house of Israel who takes his idols into his
heart and sets the stumbling block of his iniquity before his face,
and yet comes to the prophet, I the LORD will answer him as he
comes with the multitude of his idols” (Ezekiel 14:4)
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“Idols in Our Hearts?”
“Son of man, these
men have taken
their idols into
their hearts, and
set the stumbling
block of their
iniquity before
their faces. Should I
indeed let myself
be consulted by
them?”
- Ezekiel 14:3

“They made
kings, but not
through me.
They set up
princes, but I knew it
not. With their silver
and gold they made
idols for their own
destruction”
- Hosea 8:4
37

IDOLATRY: Comparative Analysis of
the 8th Century B.C. Prophets
Prophet

Amos

Hosea

Micah
Isaiah

Verse

“And those who swear by the shameful idols of Samaria-who take oaths in the name of the god of Dan and make
vows in the name of the god of Beersheba - they will all fall
down, never to rise again.“ (Amos 8:14, NLT)
“but now they are sinning more and more, crafting idols from
melted silver. Their idols are made with the most exacting
skill, all of it the work of craftsmen. People say about them,
'They offer human sacrifice, and kiss calf-shaped idols.’”
(Hosea 13:2)
“I will destroy your idols and your sacred stones from among
you; you will no longer bow down to the work of your
hands.” (Micah 5:13, NIV)
“In that day a man shall cast his idols of silver, and his 38
idols of gold, which they made each one for himself to
worship, to the moles and to the bats” (Isaiah 2:20, KJV)

Examine Your Own Fruits

“You know how we lived in the land of Egypt, and how we came
through the midst of the nations through which you passed.
And you have seen their detestable things, their idols of wood and
stone, of silver and gold, which were among them.
Beware lest there be among you a man or woman or clan or tribe
whose heart is turning away today from the LORD our God to go
and serve the gods of those nations. Beware lest there be among
you a root bearing poisonous [rosh – also “gall”] and bitter fruit
[laanah – also “wormwood”], one who, when he hears the words of
this sworn covenant, blesses himself in his heart, saying, ‘I shall be
safe, though I walk in the stubbornness of my heart.’ This will lead
to the sweeping away of moist and dry alike.”
- Deuteronomy 29:16-19
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“Therefore, my
beloved, flee
from idolatry.”
- 1 Cor. 10:14
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“When Israel was
a child, I loved him,
and out of Egypt
I called my son.
The more they
were called,
the more they
went away;
they kept
sacrificing to the
Baals
and burning
offerings to idols.”
41

- Hosea 11:1-2

“But ye have borne the tabernacle of your Moloch [Sikkuth ] and Chiun [Rephan or
Kiyyun] your images, the star of your god, which ye made to yourselves.” - Amos 5:26
(KJV)
“You took up the tent of Moloch and the star of your god Rephan, the
images that you made to worship; and I will send you into exile beyond
Babylon.’”
- Acts 7:43
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MOLOCH

43

Wood

Stone
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MATERIALISM: Comparative Analysis
of the 8th Century B.C. Prophets
Prophet

Amos

Hosea
Micah
Isaiah

Verse

“Thus says the LORD: “For three transgressions of Israel, and for
four, I will not revoke the punishment, because they sell the
righteous for silver, and the needy for a pair of sandals” (Amos
2:6)
“"My people have forgotten how to do right," says the LORD. "Their
fortresses are filled with wealth taken by theft and violence.”
(Amos 3:10, NLT)
“Ephraim boasts, "I am very rich; I have become wealthy.
With all my wealth they will not find in me any iniquity or sin.“
(Hosea 12:8)
“The rich among you have become wealthy through extortion
and violence. Your citizens are so used to lying that their tongues
can no longer tell the truth.” (Micah 6:12, NLT)
45
“What will you do on the day of punishment, in the ruin that will
come from afar? To whom will you flee for help, and where will
you leave your wealth?” (Isaiah 10:3)

Learning Vicariously From
King Hezekiah

• “Beware lest you say
in your heart, ‘My
power and the might
of my hand have
gotten me this
wealth.’”
- Deuteronomy 8:17

• “Then Isaiah said to
Hezekiah, ‘Hear the word of
the Lord Almighty: The time
will surely come when
everything in your palace,
and all that your
predecessors have stored up
until this day, will be carried
off to Babylon. Nothing will
be left, says the Lord.”
- Isaiah 32:5-6
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Materialism: Not Sustainable
“Thy palaces shall be
spoiled. ...And I will
smite the winter
house with the
summer house; and
the houses of ivory
shall perish, and the
great houses shall
have an end, saith
the LORD.”
- Amos 3:11,15

“They made kings, but
not through me. They
set up princes, but I
knew it not. With their
silver and gold they
made idols for their
own destruction.”
- Hosea 8:4
47

“But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a
snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts,
which drown men in destruction and perdition."
48

- 1 Timothy 6:9

“storing up treasure…
for the future”

“As for the rich in this present
age, charge them not to be
haughty, nor to set their hopes
on the uncertainty of riches,
but on God, who richly provides
us with everything to enjoy.
They are to do good, to be rich
in good works, to be generous
and ready to share, thus storing up treasure for
themselves as a good foundation for the future, so
that they may take hold of that which is truly life.”
- 1 Timothy 6:17-19
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Your Silver and Your Gold

• “Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to
deliver them on the day of the wrath of the LORD.
In the fire of his jealousy, all the earth shall be
consumed; for a full and sudden end he will make of
all the inhabitants of the earth.” (Zephaniah 1:18)

• “They cast their silver into the streets, and their gold
is like an unclean thing. Their silver and gold are not
able to deliver them in the day of the wrath of the
LORD. They cannot satisfy their hunger or fill their
stomachs with it. For it was the stumbling block of
their iniquity.” (Ezekiel 7:19)
• “Riches do not profit in the day of wrath,
but righteousness delivers from death”
(Proverbs 11:4)
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Recognizing the True
Source of Our Blessings
“And she [Israel] did
not know that it was
I who gave her the
grain, the wine, and
the oil, and who
lavished on her silver
and gold, which they
used for Baal.”

51

- Hosea 2:8

“Constantly be on your guard so that
your hearts will not be loaded down
with self-indulgence, drunkenness,
and the worries of this life, or
that day will take you by
surprise”
- Luke 21:34 (ISV)
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Choose Wisely
“For what will it
profit a man if he
gains the whole
world and forfeits
his soul? Or what
shall a man give in
return for his soul?”
- Matthew 16:26
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Each of You Have Chosen Wisely
“Again, the kingdom of
heaven is like a
merchant in search of
fine pearls, who, on
finding one pearl of
great value, went and
sold all that he had and
bought it.”
- Matthew 13:45-46
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The Real Fountain of Youth and
the Quest for Eternal Life
“Jesus said to her,
‘Everyone who drinks of
this water will be thirsty
again, but whoever drinks
of the water that I will give
him will never be thirsty
again. The water that I will
give him will become in
him a spring of water
welling up to eternal life.’”
- John 4:13-14
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Who’s Got The Advantage?
• “He said, ‘Do not be
afraid, for those who are
with us are more than
those who are with
them.’”
- 2 Kings 6:16

• “Be strong and
courageous. Do not be
afraid or dismayed
before the king of Assyria
and all the horde that is
with him, for there are
more with us than with
him. With him is an arm
of flesh, but with us is the
LORD our God, to help us
and to fight our battles.”
And the people took
confidence from the
words of Hezekiah king of
Judah.”
- 2 Chronicles 32:7-8
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From 22,000 to Gideon and
300 Men (Judges 7)
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“And others are the ones
sown among thorns. They are
those who hear the word, but
the cares of the world and
the deceitfulness of riches
and the desires for other
things enter in and choke the
word, and it proves
unfruitful.”
- Mark 4:18-19
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“For you say, I am rich, I have prospered,
and I need nothing, not realizing that
you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind,
and naked.”
- Revelation 3:17
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The Seduction of Riches
“But God said to him,
‘You fool! This very
night your life will be
required of you. Then
who will own what you
have accumulated?’
This is how it will be
for anyone who stores
up treasure for
himself but is not rich
toward God.”
- Luke 12:20-21

“And he said to them,
“Take care, and be on
your guard against all
covetousness, for
one’s life does not
consist in the
abundance of his
possessions.”
- Luke 12:15
60

Samaria: Everything Ivory
“‘I will strike the winter house along with the summer
house, and the houses of ivory shall perish, and the
great houses shall come to an end,’ declares the Lord.”
- Amos 3:15
“Woe to those who are at ease in Zion, and to
those who feel secure on the mountain of Samaria,
the notable men of the first of the nations, to
whom the house of Israel comes!”
- Amos 6:1
“Woe to those who lie on beds of ivory and stretch
themselves out on their couches, and eat lambs from
the flock and calves from the midst of the stall”
- Amos 6:4
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“In that day the Lord GOD of hosts called for weeping and mourning, for
baldness and wearing sackcloth; and behold, joy and gladness, killing oxen
and slaughtering sheep, eating flesh and drinking wine. “Let us eat and drink,
for tomorrow we die.”
62

- Isaiah 22:12-13

Rotten at the Core

“How unchanged is human nature!
These self-same sins of fraud and
deception, falsehood and duplicity
still characterise much that goes on
under the name of business. This is
ever the cancer at the heart of
materialism; that which makes so
much modern money-making,
also, rotten at the core.”
Herbert F. Stevenson, Three Prophetic Voices:
Studies in Joel, Amos and Hosea (Old Tappan, NJ:
Fleming H. Revell Company, 1971), p. 86.
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Fat, Forgetful Cats?
“According to their
pasture, so were they
filled; they were
filled, and their heart
was exalted;
therefore have they
forgotten me.”
- Hosea 13:6
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The Grapes of Wrath?
John Steinbeck (1902-1968)
stated in a letter to Adlai Stevenson
(1900-1965), dated November 5, 1959:
“A strange species we are. We
can stand anything that God and
Nature can throw at us save only
plenty. If I wanted to destroy a
nation, I would give it too much
and I would have it on its knees,
miserable, greedy, and sick.”
Cited by Thurston N. Davis, “Have We Gone Soft?,”
The New Republic, February 15, 1960, p. 11.
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Prosperity Paradox
“Since 1960, Americans have been
soaring materially and, until recently,
sinking socially. We enjoy unprecedented
peace and prosperity, liberty and longevity,
technology and tolerance. We fly places
we used to drive, e-mail those we used to
hand write, and enjoy air-conditioned
comfort where we used to swelter. And we
have more children of children, more suicidal and
violent teens, more demoralized and incarcerated
adults, diminished civility and trust, and fewer and
unhappier marriages. Voila, the American paradox.”
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David G. Myers, The American Paradox: Spiritual Hunger in an Age of Plenty (New Haven, CT
and London: Yale University Press, 2000), p. 235.

Show Me Your God

“What the money
did for baby
boomers was to
multiply the
possible substitutes
for the Almighty.”
George Sim Johnston, ‘Break Glass in Case of
Emergency,” in Terry Teachout, ed., Beyond the
Boom: New Voices on American Life, Culture &
Politics (New York: Poseidon Press, 1990), p. 51.

67

What About the Kids?
Dr. James Garbarino
observes that,
“Materialism of
American culture
does little to sustain
children in times of
crisis.”
James Garbarino, Lost Boys: Why Our Sons
Turn Violent and How We Can Save Them
(New York: The Free Press, 1999), p. 157.
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Materialism:
The Problem Is….
“luxury…corrupts both
the rich and the poor, the
former by possession,
the latter by
covetousness”
Jean Jacques Rousseau, The Social Contract; or Principles of
Political Right. Translated from French by Henry J. Tozer
(London: Swan Soonenschein & Co., Ltd., 1898), Book 3,
Chapter 4, p. 160.
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As True Today as It Was Then

“The extremes of opulence among the ‘tycoons,’ and poverty
in rural areas, is a major theme of the book. The distress of
the countryside became acute, as the farmers were
increasingly obliged to mortgage their land, and pay crippling
rates of interest to oppressive usurers. It was a condition
typical of many a greedy ‘affluent society’ in which
materialism is predominant, and everything made subservient
to its advancement. When spiritual and moral values are
subjected to the material, unrighteousness is unleashed and
every evil abounds. As it was in Israel then, so it is in the
Western world and many other prosperous lands today.
That is why Amos has as pertinent a message for us, as for
his contemporaries in Samaria and Bethel.”
Herbert F. Stevenson, Three Prophetic Voices: Studies in Joel, Amos and
Hosea (Old Tappan, NJ: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1971), p. 52.
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The Paradox of the
Righteous and Riches

• “Have I [Job] gloated about my wealth and all that I own?”
(Job 31:25, NLT)
• “Now Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold.”
(Genesis 13:2)
• “And Isaac sowed in that land and reaped in the same year a
hundredfold. The LORD blessed him, and the man became rich, and
gained more and more until he became very wealthy. He had
possessions of flocks and herds and many servants, so that the
Philistines envied him.” (Genesis 26:12-14)
• “Then he [David] died at a good age, full of days, riches, and honor. And
Solomon his son reigned in his place.” (1 Chronicles 29:28)
• “Hezekiah had very great wealth and honor, and he made treasuries
for his silver and gold and for his precious stones, spices, shields and all
kinds of valuables.” (2 Chronicles 32:27)
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“For the love of
money is a root of
all kinds of evils.
It is through this
craving that some
have wandered
away from the
faith and pierced
themselves with
many pangs.”
72

- 1 Timothy 6:10

“How Much Is Enough?”

When asked once,
“How much money
is enough money?”
He replied, “Just a
little bit more.”
- John D. Rockefeller Sr.
(1839-1937)
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When Is Enough…Enough?

• “There was a man all alone; he had neither son nor brother.
There was no end to his toil, yet his eyes were not content
with his wealth. "For whom am I toiling," he asked, "and why
am I depriving myself of enjoyment?" This too is meaningless- a miserable business!” (Ecclesiastes 4:8, NIV)
• “Whoever loves money never has enough; whoever loves
wealth is never satisfied with their income. This too is
meaningless” (Ecclesiastes 5:10, NLV)
• “Hell and destruction are never full; so the eyes of man are
never satisfied.” (Proverbs 27:20, KJV)
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Let’s Compare Riches
• “so that in the coming ages he
might show the immeasurable
riches of his grace in kindness
toward us in Christ Jesus”
- Ephesians 2:7
• “He considered the reproach of
Christ greater wealth than the
treasures of Egypt, for he was
looking to the reward”
- Hebrews 11:26
According to the Museum of Ancient Art in Switzerland , Egyptian King Tut’s
treasure was given a replacement value at nearly a staggering $680 million.
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The Deceitfulness
of Materialism

“Even more relevant to
our present situation in the
western world, however, is
the fact that this state of affairs
is the bitter fruit of selfish
materialism. The stern
condemnation of Israel contains
pertinent warning for our
materialistic generation.
Such departure from upright
standards of conduct is always
accompanied by licentiousness
and immorality.”
Herbert F. Stevenson, Three Prophetic
Voices: Studies in Joel, Amos and Hosea
(Old Tappan, NJ: Fleming H. Revell
Company, 1971), p. 61.
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The Solution:
God Desires a Broken Heart

“David had said that the sacrifice
pleasing to God is a broken heart and
a contrite spirit, but later Israelites
had forgotten that, just as they had
forgotten Samuel’s statement that
obeying the voice of the Lord is
better than sacrificing the fat of
rams. What they laid on the altar was
not a thankful and devoted heart but
the flesh of cattle and goats. They
thought the Lord took great pleasure
in such sacrifices. Thus the altar, the
central token of godliness in the
temple, became a finger pointed at
Israel in accusation.”
Herman Veldkamp, The Farmer From Tekoa:
On The Book of Amos (St. Catharines, ON:
Paideia Press, 1977), p. 226.
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“It Is Better to Obey
Than Sacrifice”

“Amos’s words echo the prophetic
admonition of Samuel, who declared
that ‘to obey is better than sacrifice’
(1 Sam. 15:22), and thereby remind the
people that the conditions of the
covenant have not changed and that
they are not free to operate as if God
took no notice of their actions.”
Victor H. Matthews, The Hebrew Prophets and Their Social World:
An Introduction (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2012), p. 86.
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“Take away from me the noise of your songs;
to the melody of your harps I will not listen.”
- Amos 5:23
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“…And eat lambs from the flock
and calves from the midst of the
stall, who improvise to the sound
of the harp, and like David have
composed songs for themselves”
- Amos 6:4-5
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God Cares
For You
“For the eyes of the
LORD move to and
fro throughout the
earth that He may
strongly support
those whose heart is
completely His.”
- 2 Chronicles 16:9
(NASB)
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Worshipping God in Truth and Spirit
1. Beware: False Worship
2. Beware: Idolatry
3. Beware: Immorality
4. Misplaced Confidence in Materialism
5. What is “True Religion”?
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Bro. Bill Yake
Arlington, Virginia
Bill.Yake@verizon.net
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Unless otherwise noted, all verses cited from the English Standard Version (ESV)

Day of the Lord and
Preparing to Meet Our God
1. False Priest vs. True Prophet:
Amaziah vs. Amos
2. Misunderstanding the “Day of the Lord”
3. Five Visions of Judgment
4. Five Promises of Restoration
5. Fulfilment of the Hope of Israel
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Never Truer Than of Amaziah
“They hate him who
reproves in the gate,
and they abhor him
who speaks the
truth.”
- Amos 5:10
3
March 23, 2017

KNOWLEDGE: Comparative Analysis of
the 8th Century B.C. Prophets
Prophet

Verse

Amos

“For they have no knowledge of how to do what is right, says the
Lord, who are storing up violent acts and destruction in their great
houses.” (Amos 3:10, BBE)

Hosea

“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge; because you
have rejected knowledge, I reject you from being a priest to me. And
since you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your
children” (Hosea 4:6)

Micah

“And I said: Hear, you heads of Jacob and rulers of the house of Israel!
Is it not for you to know justice?”
(Micah 3:1)

Isaiah

“for they have rejected the law of the LORD of hosts, and have
despised the word of the Holy One of Israel” (Isaiah 5:24)
“So my people will go into exile far away because they do not know
me. Those who are great and honored will starve, and the common 4
people will die of thirst.” (Isaiah 5:13, NLT)

TRUTH: Comparative Analysis of
the 8th Century B.C. Prophets

Prophet
Amos

Hosea

Micah
Isaiah

Verse

“They hate him who reproves in the gate, and they abhor
him who speaks the truth.” (Amos 5:10)
“Hear the word of the LORD, ye children of Israel: for the
LORD hath a controversy with the inhabitants of the land,
because there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God
in the land.” (Hosea 4:1, KJV)
“Thou wilt perform the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to
Abraham, which thou hast sworn unto our fathers from the
days of old.” (Micah 7:20, KJV)
“Truth is nowhere to be found, and whoever shuns evil
becomes a prey. The LORD looked and was displeased that
there was no justice.” (Isaiah 59:15, NIV)
5

“Then Amos replied to Amaziah, “I am not a prophet, nor
am I the son of a prophet; for I am a herdsman and a
grower of sycamore figs. But the LORD took me from
following the flock and the LORD said to me, ‘Go prophesy
to My people Israel.’” - Amos 7:14-15
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Israel’s Lowly Qualified Priests

“And he [Jereboam I] made an house
of high places, and made priests of
the lowest of the people, which were
not of the sons of Levi”
- 1 Kings 12:31
Noted Jewish Rabbi Abraham ben
Meir Ibn Ezra (A.D. 1089-1167) of
Calahorra, Spain referred to Amaziah
as the priest of Baal; he was one that
succeeded the priests that Jeroboam
the son of Nebat placed here, to offer
sacrifices to the calf he set up in
Bethel and Dan.

7

Jerusalem or Bethel?

“But you are to seek the place
the LORD your God will choose
from among all your tribes to
put his Name there for his
dwelling. To that place
[Jerusalem] you must go;
there bring your burnt
offerings and sacrifices, your
tithes and special gifts, what
you have vowed to give and
your freewill offerings, and the
firstborn of your herds and
flocks.”
Deuteronomy 12:5-6 (NIV)

8

CORRUPT PRIESTHOOD: Comparative
Analysis of the 8th Century B.C. Prophets

Prophet
Amos

Hosea
Micah

Isaiah

Verse

“Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent to Jeroboam king
of Israel, saying, ‘Amos has conspired against you in the
midst of the house of Israel. The land is not able to bear all
his words.’” (Amos 7:10)
“‘And what the priests do, the people also do.’ So now I
will punish both priests and people for their wicked deeds.”
(Hosea 4:9, NLT)
“Its heads give judgment for a bribe; its priests teach for
a price; its prophets practice divination for money; yet
they lean on the LORD and say, “Is not the LORD in the
midst of us? No disaster shall come upon us.” (Micah 3:11)
“These also reel with wine and stagger with strong drink; 9
the priest and the prophet reel with strong drink, they are
swallowed by wine, they stagger with strong drink, they reel
in vision, they stumble in giving judgment.” (Isaiah 28:7)

Amaziah’s Threefold
Attack Against Amos

1. The priest accused Amos of saying that Jeroboam would
die in battle (Amos 7:11). He was really tricky. To prove that
Amos had said this, Amaziah quoted something Amos really
did say: “Israel shall surely be led away captive” (Amos 5:27;
Amos 6:7). In reality, the prophecy made no mention specifically
of Jeroboam. Amaziah's false accusation was supported with something that was true.
2. Amaziah charges Amos with preaching for selfish reasons, for money, represented by,
“Flee to the land of Judah. There eat bread” (Amos 7:12). Amos, a Jew, was preaching in
Israel. To paraphrase, Amaziah said, “If you go back to Judah and tell them what you have
preached against Israel, they will love you. They like hearing bad things about Israel!
They will fill your basket with big offerings, and you'll be rich!”
3. Third, Amos was tested in his personal security. A threat implied that if he did not leave
Israel, he would get hurt: "Never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king's sanctuary,
and it is the royal residence" (Amos 7:13). This test evaluated Amos' ability to confront
authority. In referring to "the king's sanctuary, and . . . the royal residence.”
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Amos 7:16
Don’t Preach…
“Don’t preach,” say the
preachers. ‘Don’t preach such
stuff. Nothing bad will
happen to us. Talk like this to
the family of Jacob? Does God
lose his temper? Is this the
way he acts? Isn’t he on the
side of good people? Doesn’t
he help those who help
themselves?’”

“Now therefore hear the
word of the Lord. ‘You
say, ‘Do not prophesy
against Israel, and do not
preach against the house
of Isaac.’”
- Amos 7:16

- Micah 2:6-7 (The Message)
“There are those who are
clean in their own eyes but
are not washed of their filth”
- Proverbs 30:12
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False Prophets
and Lies

“And Jeremiah the
prophet said to the
prophet Hananiah,
‘Listen, Hananiah,
the LORD has not
sent you, and you
have made this
people trust in a lie.’”
12

- Jeremiah 28:15

Our Joy and Heart’s Delight?
“Bible reading
has declined since
the 1980s and
‘basic Bible
knowledge is at a
record low.’”
Stephen R. Prothero, Religious
Literacy: What Every American
Needs to Know – And Doesn’t
(San Francisco, CA:
HarperSanFrancisco, 2007), p.
30.

“When your words
came, I ate them; they
were my joy and my
heart’s delight, for I
bear your name,
Lord God Almighty.”
- Jeremiah 15:16 (NIV)
Only one-third of Americans know that
Jesus delivered the Sermon on the Mount,
ten percent of Americans believe that Joan
of Arc was Noah’s wife, and a significant
number of Americans believe that Sodom
and Gomorrah were husband and wife.
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Why We Have to Learn to Discern:
False Prophets Have Not Gone Away
“And her prophets have
smeared whitewash for
them, seeing false
visions and divining lies
for them, saying, ‘Thus
says the Lord GOD,’
when the LORD has not
spoken.”
- Ezekiel 22:28
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15

Keeping Silent?

“For I know your
transgressions are
many and your sins
are great, You who distress the righteous
and accept bribes And turn aside the poor
in the gate. Therefore at such a time the
prudent person keeps silent, for it is an
evil time”
- Amos 5:12-13

16

One of the Evil Signs of the Times
“What he does here is sketch the evils of his time in various
ways. The evil comes out in all sorts of things, including
corruption and widespread lawlessness. One of the evil signs
of the times, according to Amos, is that ‘prudent’ people do
not make themselves heard; wicked men and fools do all the
talking. (This is a definite indication of a spiritual crisis.) Fools
hold the important positions and run things, while ‘prudent’
people withdraw from public affairs and remain silent.
Thus Amos is not saying that remaining silent is the prudent
thing to do. Rather, he is reporting a sad state of affairs
symptomatic of a spiritual decline: because it is an evil time,
prudent people remain silent….The Heidelberg Catchecism
[1563] teaches that we become guilty of the very sins we
watch in evil silence.”
Herman Veldkamp, The Farmer From Tekoa: On The Book of Amos (St.
Catharines, ON: Paideia Press, 1977), pp. 163-164.
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20
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“As when a man flees from a
lion and a bear meets him,
or goes home, leans his hand
against the wall
and a snake
bites
him.”
- Amos 5:19

20

“As when a man flees from a
lion and a bear meets him, or
goes home, leans his hand
against the wall and a snake
bites him.”
- Amos 5:19

21

GOODNESS

SEVERITY
Yahweh
22

“Is not the day of the LORD
darkness, and not light, and gloom
with no brightness in it?”
- Amos 5:20
23

Our Future, Our Destiny
• “For God has not
destined us for wrath,
but to obtain salvation
through our Lord Jesus
Christ”
- 1 Thessalonians 5:9

• “…how you turned to
God from idols to serve
the living and true God,
and to wait for his Son
from heaven, whom he
raised from the dead,
Jesus who delivers us
from the wrath to
come.”
- 1 Thessalonians 1:9-10
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The Main Theme of Amos
“The threat of a
coming judgment is
the main theme in
Amos’ book, and its
announcement begins
with the opening
words about the lionlike roar of the Lord
from Zion.”

Zdravko Stefanovic, Thus Says The
Lord: Messages From The Minor
Prophets (Hagerstown, MD:
Review and Herald Publishing
Association, 2012), p. 48.
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Five Visions
Amos 7:1-3

Amos 7:4-6

Amos 7:7-9

Amos 8:1-14

Amos 9:1-10

1

2

3

4

5
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“What Amos Feared Was Sin”

“He immediately went into the
background of the catastrophe.
Although he did not forget about
the locusts devouring the crops, he
was aware that there was more to
this catastrophe. Therefore he
prayed for forgiveness….The misery
and distress he saw were much
worse than any plague of locusts.
What filled him with fear was not
the swarm of insects but the
spiritual decay that had long ago
robbed Israel of its purity. What
Amos feared was sin!”
Herman Veldkamp, The Farmer From
Tekoa: On The Book of Amos (St.
Catharines, ON: Paideia Press, 1977),
pp. 200-201.
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Amos as a Mediator

“The cry is one for mercy, using the intimate
name Jacob instead of Israel. God’s people
are weak and helpless. Only through God’s
mercy can they live. God’s response is to
change the decree that would have let just
punishment descend on the people.

Amos is known as a preacher of judgment.
He is that. But we do him an injustice if we
think of him simply as a stern sadist who
draws mean pleasure from his words of
doom….No preacher can properly thunder a
message of sin and judgment to his people,
nor effectively plead for repentance and
changed life, whose heart does not bleed
with them in their sufferings and whose lips
fail use every moment of private prayer for
fervent intercession for them. Amos can be
our model in this regard.”
John D.W. Watts, Studying The Book of Amos (Nashville, TN:
Broadman Press, 1966), p. 31.
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“The nation would not be able to stand
against such judgment, and thus Amos
cries out once more on behalf of the
people of Israel, praying that God would
avert the catastrophe. Once again his
prayer is answered, and for the second
time the threatened stroke does not fall.
We see in this intercession on the part of
Amos the work of a true mediator,
standing between God and His people,
not merely bringing the word of God to
them, but equally important, presenting
the needs of the people before God, and
in spite of their sin and rebellion,
interceding for them with God….As Amos
sees Yahweh holding the plumbline
against Israel he falls silent, here is the
‘crucial moral test’, no longer is he able to
pray for the judgment to be averted, for
he sees that it is too late, Israel has passed
the point of no return.”
J.K. Howard, Amos Among The Prophets (Grand
Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1967), pp. 98-99.

Amos
as Mediator
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Amos 7:
Three Visions of Judgment
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Ripe for Revolution

“After the death of Jereboam II
the country, ripe for revolution
and civil war, was plunged into
revolt after revolt. As Amos
depicted it, the country was
to be compared with a basket
of overripe fruit fit only to be
thrown out and destroyed.”
J.K. Howard, Amos Among The Prophets (Grand
Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1967), p. 34.
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Divine Consequences and Death

“He said, ‘What do you see,
Amos?’ And I said,
‘A basket of summer fruit.’
Then the LORD said to me,
‘The end has come for My
people Israel. I will spare
them no longer.

The songs of the palace will
turn to wailing in that day,’
declares the Lord GOD.
‘Many will be the corpses; in
every place they will cast
them forth in silence.’”
Amos 8:2-3

“For by fire will the LORD
enter into judgment, and
by his sword, with all flesh;
and those slain by the
LORD shall be many.”
- Isaiah 66:16
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“And the songs of the temple shall be howlings in that day, saith
the Lord GOD: there shall be many dead bodies in every place;
they shall cast them forth with silence.” (Amos 8:3, KJV)
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“What are you thinking right now?”
“Hear this, you who swallow up the
needy, and make the poor of the
land fail, saying: "When will the
New Moon be past, that we may
sell grain? And the Sabbath, that
we may trade wheat? Making the
ephah small and the shekel large,
falsifying the balances by deceit,
that we may buy the poor for silver,
and the needy for a pair of sandals
- even sell the bad wheat?"

44

- Amos 8:4-6

Severity of Divine Judgment

The reality of judgment
could not be clearer or
more stark: ‘I will never
forget anything they
have done’ (Amos 8:7);
‘I will make that time
like mourning for an
only son’ (Amos 8:10).
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Total Eclipse

“‘And on that day,’ declares
the Lord God, ‘I will make
the sun go down at noon
and darken the earth in
broad daylight.’”

“Amos 8:9 refers to another
natural phenomenon, an
eclipse of the sun. Scientific
calculations make it simple to
ascertain that a total eclipse of
the sun actually occurred on
June 15, 763 B.C. On the basis - Amos 8:9
of this bit of information and
other evidence discussed
above, scholars have usually
dated the beginning of Amos’
ministry somewhere near 760
B.C.”
Page H. Kelley, Amos: Prophet of Social
Justice (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book
House, 1966/1972), p. 17.
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Rejecting God…Wandering Off
“My God will reject them
because they have not
listened to him; they shall be
wanderers among the
nations”
- Hosea 9:17
“They shall wander from sea
to sea, and from north to east;
they shall run to and fro, to
seek the word of the Lord, but
they shall not find it”
- Amos 8:12

“Thus says the Lord
concerning this people:
“They have loved to wander
thus; they have not
restrained their feet;
therefore the Lord does not
accept them; now he will
remember their iniquity and
punish their sins”
- Jeremiah 14:10
41

“Then I saw a vision of the Lord standing beside the altar.
He said, "Strike the tops of the Temple columns, so that the
foundation will shake. Bring down the roof on the heads
of the people below…”
- Amos 9:1 (NLT)

42

“Though they dig into Sheol, from
there will My hand take them;
and though they ascend to
heaven, from there will I bring
them down. Though they hide on
the summit of Carmel, I will
search them out and take them
from there; and though they
conceal themselves from My sight
on the floor of the sea, from there
I will command the serpent and it
will bite them”
- Amos 9:2-3
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Outcome of God’s Judgment on
Israel in the 8th Century B.C.
“Behold, the eyes of the
Lord Yahweh are on the
sinful kingdom, and I will
destroy it from off the
surface of the earth;
except that I will not
utterly destroy the
house of Jacob,"
says Yahweh.”

- Amos 9:9 (New World English Version)
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Shaking a Sieve
“I am giving the command to
scatter the nation of Israel among
all nations. It will be like someone
shaking grain through a strainer,
but not even a tiny stone falls
through.
All the sinners among my people
will die by the sword—those who
say, ‘Nothing bad will happen to us.’
The kingdom of David is like a fallen tent, but in that day I will set
it up again and mend its broken places. I will rebuild its ruins as
it was before”
- Amos 9:9-11 (NCV)
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The Abundance
of God

“We have, in these concluding glowing
words of Amos a prophetic preview of the
millennial kingdom, when ‘the plowman
shall overtake the reaper, and the treader
of grapes him who sows the seed’…The
bounty of God in nature is often depicted
in Scripture as an evidence of His
sovereign grace and fatherly beneficence,
and here it reaches the highest peak of
abundance. The Israel of God shall then
be united and complete; eternal security
will banish every fear, and the joy of the
Lord shall be their perpetual experience.
What a prospect for the redeemed!”
Herbert F. Stevenson, Three Prophetic
Voices: Studies in Joel, Amos and Hosea
(Old Tappan, NJ: Fleming H. Revell
Company, 1971), p. 93.

“Behold, the days are
coming,” declares the LORD,
“when the plowman shall
overtake the reaper and the
treader of grapes him who
sows the seed; the
mountains shall drip sweet
wine, and all the hills shall
flow with it. I will restore
the fortunes of my people
Israel, and they shall rebuild
the ruined cities and inhabit
them; they shall plant
vineyards and drink their
wine, and they shall make
gardens and eat their fruit.”
- Amos 9:13-14
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The Bottom Line:
“The Remnant of Joseph”

“…the prophet linked pagan worship
with corrupt social practices that
had all prompted God’s judgment.
Amos’ favorite topic was justice.
We could condense his message to
the leaders of Israel and the
surrounding nations in a single
sentence: ‘You should have known
better.’ The end of the book points
toward hope beyond divine
punishment. Divine promises of
salvation assure the ultimate
restoration of the faithful remnant.”
Zdravko Stefanovic, Thus Says The Lord:
Messages From The Minor Prophets
(Hagerstown, MD: Review and Herald
Publishing Association, 2012), p. 47.
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KINGDOM OF GOD: Comparative
Analysis of the 8th Century B.C. Prophets
Prophet

Amos

Hosea
Micah

Isaiah

Verse

“I will restore the fortunes of my people Israel, and they shall
rebuild the ruined cities and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards
and drink their wine, and they shall make gardens and eat their
fruit.” (Amos 9:14)
“I will heal their apostasy; I will love them freely, for my anger has
turned from them.” (Hosea 14:4)
“He shall judge between many peoples, and shall decide disputes
for strong nations far away; and they shall beat their swords into
plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not
lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore”
(Micah 4:3)
“Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no
end. He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom,
52
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from
that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will
accomplish this” (Isaiah 9:7, NIV)

Righteousness:
Learning From Judgment
“My soul yearns for you in
the night; my spirit within
me earnestly seeks you.
For when your judgments
are in the earth, the
inhabitants of the world
learn righteousness.”
- Isaiah 26:9

“because He set a day in
which He is about to judge
the world in righteousness
by a man whom He
appointed, having
provided a guarantee to
all, having raised Him out
from the dead.”
- Acts 17:31
(Berean Study Bible)

54

Amos: The Long-Awaited Messiah
• “Behold, the days are
coming, declares the LORD,
when I will raise up for
David a righteous Branch,
and he shall reign as king
and deal wisely, and shall
execute justice and
righteousness in the land.”
- Jeremiah 23:5
• “Shall one who hates
justice govern?...”
- Job 34:17
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MESSIAH: Comparative Analysis of
the 8th Century B.C. Prophets
Prophet

Verse

Amos

Hosea
Micah
Isaiah

“Afterward the children of Israel shall return and seek the LORD
their God, and David their king, and they shall come in fear to the
LORD and to his goodness in the latter days” (Hosea 3:5)
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the
clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be
ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient
times.” (Micah 5:2, NIV)
“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin
shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel”
(Isaiah 7:14)
“Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his
knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, make many to be 56
accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities.”
(Isaiah 53:11)

FORGIVENESS: Comparative Analysis of
the 8th Century B.C. Prophets
Prophet

Amos

Hosea
Micah
Isaiah

Verse

“When they had finished eating the grass of the land, I said,
‘O Lord GOD, please forgive! How can Jacob stand? He is so
small!’” (Amos 7:2)
“Take words with you and return to the LORD. Say to him:
‘Forgive all our sins and receive us graciously, that we may offer
the fruit of our lips.’” (Hosea 14:2, NIV)
“Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the
transgression of the remnant of his inheritance? You do not
stay angry forever but delight to show mercy.” (Micah 7:18, NIV)
“The people of Israel will no longer say, ‘We are sick and
helpless," for the LORD will forgive their sins.’”
(Isaiah 33:24, NLT)
“Let the wicked one abandon his way and the sinful one his
thoughts; let him return to the LORD, so He may have
compassion on him, and to our God, for He will freely forgive."
(Isaiah 55:7, HCSB)
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Amos 4: 6-11
Judgment To Bring About Repentance

“He shows how God has tried to
awaken them to a true sense of
their sin and of His demands, by
judgments, scarcity of food,
drought, mildew, plagues of
insects, pestilence, earthquakes
Yet all this has not made them
stop and think, and return to
God. Therefore heavier
judgment is coming upon them.”

William Pierson Merrill, Prophets of the Dawn: Amos,
Hosea, Isaiah, Micah: The Beginnings of the Religion
of the Spirit (New York and Chicago: Fleming H. Revell
Company, 1927), p. 57.
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“Israel, I can’t let
you go. I can’t give
you up. How could
I possibly destroy
you as I did the
towns of Admah
and Zeboiim? I just
can’t do it. My
feelings for you are
much too strong”
- Hosea 11:8 (CEV)
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GOD’S COMPASSION: Comparative
Analysis of the 8th Century
B.C. Prophets
Prophet

Verse

Amos

“The Lord had pity [relented] upon this: It shall not be, said
the Lord.” (Amos 7:3)

Hosea

“How can I give you up, O Ephraim? How can I hand you
over, O Israel? How can I make you like Admah? How can I
treat you like Zeboiim? My heart recoils within me; my
compassion grows warm and tender.” (Hosea 11:8)

Micah

“He will again have compassion on us; he will tread our
iniquities underfoot. You will cast all our sins into the depths
of the sea.” (Micah 7:19)

Isaiah

“For a brief moment I forsook you, but with
great compassion I will gather you.” (Isaiah 54:7, NASB)
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Do We Really Believe This?

“Yet even now," declares the LORD,
‘Return to Me with all your heart,
And with fasting, weeping and
mourning; And rend your heart and
not your garments.’ Now return to
the LORD your God, For He is
gracious and compassionate, slow
to anger, abounding in
lovingkindness and relenting of
evil.”
- Joel 2:12-13
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The Blessing of a High Priest
Such as the Lord Jesus Christ
“For every high priest chosen
from among men is appointed
to act on behalf of men in
relation to God, to offer gifts
and sacrifices for sins. He can
deal gently with the ignorant
and wayward, since he himself
is beset with weakness”
- Hebrews 5:1-2
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MERCY: Comparative Analysis of
the 8th Century B.C. Prophets

Prophet
Amos

Hosea
Micah
Isaiah

Verse

“Hate evil, love good; maintain justice in the courts. Perhaps
the LORD God Almighty will have mercy on the remnant
of Joseph.” (Amos 5:15, NIV)
“Assyria shall not save us; we will not ride on horses; and we
will say no more, ‘Our God,’ to the work of our hands. In you
the orphan finds mercy.” (Hosea 14:3)
“Thou wilt perform the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to
Abraham, which thou hast sworn unto our fathers from the
days of old.” (Micah 7:20, KJV)
“In all their distress he too was distressed, and the angel of
his presence saved them. In his love and mercy he
redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all the64
days of old.” (Isaiah 63:9, NIV)

GRACE: Comparative Analysis of the
the 8th Century B.C. Prophets
Prophet

Verse

Amos

Hosea

“So you, return to your God; guard grace and justice, and
look to your God always.” (Hosea 12:6)

Micah
Isaiah

“But when grace is shown to the wicked, they do not learn
righteousness; even in a land of uprightness they go on
doing evil and do not regard the majesty of the LORD.”
(Isaiah 26:10, NIV)
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“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just
as we are—yet he did not sin. Let us then approach God’s throne of
grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to
help us in our time of need.”
- Hebrews 4:15-16 (NIV)
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“For if, because of one man’s trespass,
death reigned through that one man,
much more will those who receive the
abundance of grace and the free gift of
righteousness reign in life through the
one man Jesus Christ.”
- Romans 5:17
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Unmerited Favor

• Grace means favor. But what kind of
favor? For favor is of many kinds:
1. Favor shown to the miserable we call mercy.
2. Favor shown to the poor we call pity.
3. Favor shown to the suffering we call compassion.
4. Favor shown to the obstinate we call patience.
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5. Favor shown to the unworthy we call GRACE!

“The LORD directs the steps of the godly. He delights in
every detail of their lives. Though they stumble, they will
never fall, for the LORD holds them by the hand.”
- Psalm 37:23-24
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Dead in Sins and Trespasses:
Now Alive in Christ Jesus
“But God, being rich in mercy, because
of the great love with which he loved
us, even when we were dead in our
trespasses, made us alive together
with Christ - by grace you have been
saved— and raised us up with him and
seated us with him in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus, so that in the
coming ages he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus”
- Ephesians 2:4-7
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RESURRECTION: Comparative Analysis
of the 8th Century B.C. Prophets
Prophet

Verse

Amos

Hosea

“After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will
raise us up, that we may live before him” (Hosea 6:2)
“I shall ransom them from the power of Sheol; I shall
redeem them from Death. O Death, where are your
plagues? O Sheol, where is your sting? Compassion is
hidden from my eyes.” (Hosea 13:14)

Micah
Isaiah

“Your dead shall live; their bodies shall rise. You who
dwell in the dust, awake and sing for joy! For your dew is a71
dew of light, and the earth will give birth to the dead.”
(Isaiah 26:19)

“Eternal Comfort and Good Hope”
• “For whatsoever things
were written aforetime
were written for our
learning, that we
through patience and
comfort of the scriptures
might have hope.”
- Romans 15:4 (KJV)

• “Now may our Lord Jesus
Christ himself, and God
our Father, who loved us
and gave us eternal
comfort and good hope
through grace, comfort
your hearts and establish
them in every good work
and word”
-2 Thessalonians 2:16-17
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Hope of Israel
• “For this reason,
therefore, I have asked
to see you and speak
with you, since it is
because of the hope of
Israel that I am
wearing this chain.”
- Acts 28:20

• “And now I stand here
on trial because of my
hope in the promise
made by God to our
fathers, to which our
twelve tribes hope to
attain, as they earnestly
worship night and day.
And for this hope I am
accused by Jews, O
king!”
- Acts 26:6-7
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For Those Rich in Faith…
“Listen, my dear
brothers and sisters:
Has not God chosen
those who are poor in
the eyes of the world
to be rich in faith and
to inherit the kingdom
he promised those who
love him?”
- James 2:5 (NIV)
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Truly Awesome Gift

“by which he has granted to us
His precious and very great
promises, so that through
them you may become
partakers of the divine nature,
having escaped from the
corruption that is in the world
because of sinful desire.”
- 2 Peter 1:4
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Day of the Lord and
Preparing to Meet Our God
1. False Priest vs. True Prophet:
Amaziah vs. Amos
2. Misunderstanding the “Day of the Lord”
3. Five Visions of Judgment
4. Five Promises of Restoration
5. Fulfilment of the Hope of Israel
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20

The Hebrew
Prophet Amos

“After they finished speaking,
James replied, ‘Brothers, listen to
me.’ Simeon has related how God
first visited the Gentiles, to take
from them a people for his name.
And with this the words of the
prophets agree, just as it is written,
‘After this I will return, and I will
rebuild the tent of David that has
fallen; I will rebuild its ruins, and I
will restore it, that the remnant of
mankind may seek the Lord, and
all the Gentiles who are called by
my name, says the Lord, who
makes these things known from of
old’”
- Acts 15:13-17
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One Final Thought for You…
“Fight the good fight
of the faith. Take hold
of the eternal life to
which you were called
and about which you
made the good
confession in the
presence of many
witnesses.”
- 1 Timothy 6:12

• “This calls for patient
endurance on the
part of the people of
God who keep his
commands and
remain faithful to
Jesus.”
- Revelation 14:12
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Considerations from
the Book of Amos
• MONDAY

Understanding Biblical Judgment and Repentance

• TUESDAY

Esteeming Covenant Relationship and
the Family of God

• WEDNESDAY

Discerning Justice and Righteousness

• THURSDAY

Worshipping God In Spirit and In Truth

• FRIDAY

Preparing for the Day of the Lord and to Meet Our God
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Unless otherwise noted, all verses cited from the English Standard Version (ESV)

